Eph 5:12



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and giving the reason why we are to stop participating in the useless deeds of darkness.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural articular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to be done, take place Mt 11:20f, 23; Mk 6:2; Lk 10:13; 13:17; 23:8; Acts 2:43; 4:16, 22, 30; 8:13; 12:9; 14:3; 24:2; Eph 5:12.”


The article substantivizes the participle, making it function as a noun, and is translated “the things.”

The present tense is descriptive for what is now going on, and can also be regarded as customary for what habitually or normally occurs.

The deponent middle/passive is active in meaning—those living in the cosmic system producing the action.


The participle is a substantival participle, functioning as a noun and direct object of the main verb EIMI.
With this we have the instrumental of manner KRUPHĒI, which became a fixed form in Koine Greek as an adverb of manner, and means “in secret or secretly.”  Then we have the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “by them.”
“For the things done in secret by them”
 - is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective AISCHROS, which is used since Homer “in a variety of senses from ‘ugly’ in an external sense to ‘base’ as in moral deformity.  It is a term especially significant in an honor-shame oriented society; generally it is used in reference to that which fails to meet expected moral and cultural standards, pertaining to being socially or morally unacceptable: shameful, base; ‘dishonest gain’ Tit 1:11; it is disgraceful for a woman to cut her hair 1 Cor 11:6; to speak in a meeting 14:35; Eph 5:12.”
  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “it is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that speaking about the things done secretly by those in the cosmic system produce the action of being shameful.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This if followed by the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even” plus the present active infinitive from the verb LEGW, which means “to speak about something.”

The present tense is a customary present for what normally occurs.


The active voice indicates that believers produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the main verb.
“it is a disgrace even to speak about.”
Eph 5:12 corrected translation
“For it is a disgrace even to speak about the things done by them in secret.”
Explanation:
1.  “For it is a disgrace even to speak about”

a.  Paul continues by giving the reason why we are to stop participating in the useless deeds of darkness.

b.  We are to stop participating in the useless deeds of darkness because these things are disgraceful.  These deeds are so disgraceful, believers should not even talk about them in their normal, everyday conversation.

c.  It is a disgrace to even have to speak about members of spiritual royalty committing certain sins or being involved in certain acts of evil.


d.  For example it is a disgrace to the Christian church to have to warn the congregation that they should not permit incest by fellow-members of the congregation.  1 Cor 5:1-2, “It is actually reported [that there is] sexual evil among you.  In fact, it is sexual evil of such a kind, which is not even done among the Gentiles, so that a certain person is having sexual relations with his father’s wife.  Indeed you are conceited.  And yet, should you not mourn instead, that the one committing this deed might be removed from your midst?”

e.  Here was an example in the Corinthian church where it was necessary for the leadership of the church to expose the shameful deed done in secret.  And incest is not a topic of conversation for Christians to enjoy discussing.  The topic of incest should be something very painful to talk about, not something that would bring spirited discussion and entertainment.

f.  Homosexuality, lesbianism, bestiality, incest, rape, prostitution, adultery, and other sexual sins are not matters for entertaining conversation.  They should not be the subject of jokes, jibes, or other banter and repartee by Christians.  God takes these things very seriously and they are not topics for our conversing pleasure.  Paul describes these things as dishonorable and shameful in Rom 1:26-27, “Because of this, God delivered them over to dishonorable sexual passions.  For example, even their women exchanged the natural function of sexual relations for that which contrary to nature.  And likewise also the males, after abandoning natural sexual relations with the female, were inflamed in sexual desire toward one another, males with males accomplishing shameless, indecent behavior and receiving in themselves the penalty which was necessary because of their perversion.”

g.  Paul has already mentioned previously what the things are that are a disgrace to mention in Eph 5:3, “But fornication and all sexual immorality or insatiable sexual desire must not even be mentioned among you, as is proper for the saints.”

h.  However, sexual conversation is not the only problem.  Conspiracy, revolution, the overthrow of legitimate authority, nefarious plotting, and other conspiratorial activity are just as disgraceful.  These too are things done in secret that are a disgrace for Christians to be involved with.  Examples in Scripture:


(1)  Mt 2:7, “Then Herod secretly called the magi and determined from them the exact time the star appeared.”  Secrecy was involved in Herod’s murder plot of the Jewish male children.



(2)  Acts 6:11, “Then they secretly induced men to say, ‘We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and against God.’”  Secrecy was involved in the conspiracy to kill our Lord.



(3)  Gal 2:4, “But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.”  Secrecy was involved in the conspiracy to undermine the teaching and authority of Paul.



(4)  2 Pet 2:1, “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.”  Satan uses secrecy to introduce his false doctrine.


i.  The point here is that if certain things are so bad, so evil, and so wrong that we should not even mention them, how much more evil and wrong is it for believers to engage in these things?  Therefore, Paul’s command to stop participating in the useless deeds of darkness.

2.  “the things done by them in secret.”

a.  First, we must determine who is meant by the phrase “by them.”  Paul said in Eph 5:7 that believers in the local church were “becoming companions with them [the unbelievers].”  Therefore, the people performing the things done in secret here are believers, who are participating with unbelievers in the things done in secret.

b.  Isa 29:15 gives a warning to those who do things in secret, “Woe to those who deeply hide their plans from the Lord, and whose deeds are done in a dark place, and they say, ‘Who sees us?’ or ‘Who knows us?’”

c.  Paul has a related thought in 2 Cor 4:2, “Rather we have renounced the secret things of dishonor, not walking in craftiness nor falsifying the word of God, but by means of the open proclamation of the truth, presenting ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.”

d.  The things done in secret are mentioned in this context as fornication and all sexual immorality or insatiable sexual desire.  These things are the useless deeds of darkness.  The useless deeds of darkness are the things done in secret.  Darkness and secrecy go together in Satan’s cosmic system.

e.  In summary, sins of sexual degeneracy must not be the topic of entertaining Christian conversation, and most certainly must not be engaged in by believers in the local church.  It is the responsibility of the pastor to expose these things by teaching the word of God.
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