Eph 4:4



- is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one” plus the noun SWMA, meaning “body.”  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the predicate nominative neuter singular cardinal adjective HEIS and the noun PNEUMA, meaning “one Spirit.”  This is a double entendre, in which there are two literal and parallel meanings:

1.  There is one human body for each human spirit within that body (Paul is addressing believers and the concept of having a human spirit refers only to believers).


2.  There is only one body of Christ into which we are entered by the one and only God the Holy Spirit.  Paul can be referring to either or both as one half of his comparison.
There is no main verb.  It is deliberately omitted for emphasis.  The verb would be the present active indicative of EIMI, meaning “[There is].”
“[There is] one body and one Spirit,”
 - is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, meaning “just as.”  With this we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  This is followed by the second person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb KALEW, which means “to be called” and is used in a technical theological sense for the action of God “choosing for receipt of a special benefit.”  The word “election” has been used by theologians to describe this act of God.  God made a decision and choose Church Age believers to be the special recipients of special blessings and privileges.

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which looks at the past, historical action of being invited by God the Holy Spirit to believe in Christ as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the person receives the action of being called, invited, chosen, or elected to believe in Christ and in the Church Age and receive special unique privileges and blessings.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the preposition EN, used as a “marker denoting the object in which something shows itself; it is translated: in connection with”
 plus the feminine singular cardinal adjective HEIS with the noun ELPIS, meaning “in connection with the one confident expectation.”  With this we have the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular article and noun KLĒSIS plus the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “invitation to experience special privilege and responsibility: call, calling, invitation.”
  The phrase is translated “with reference to your calling.”  This could also be a subjective genitive, meaning that our calling produces the one confident expectation.  Both genitives have the same idea: God’s invitation to believe in Christ produces or is related to our one great confident expectation—that we will live forever with Christ in resurrection body in heaven.
“just as also you have been called in connection with the one confident expectation with reference to your calling;”
Eph 4:4 corrected translation
“[There is] one body and one Spirit, just as also you have been called in connection with the one confident expectation with reference to your calling;”
Explanation:
1.  “[There is] one body and one Spirit,”

a.  Normally Paul would have had a conjunction, such as the explanatory use of GAR meaning “For example” to transition from his previous statement to his illustration in this section (verses 4-6).  However, Paul is so excited by what he has to say, he deliberately disregards the conjunction and main verb and moves right to the essence of what needs to be said.

b.  There are two ways of looking at Paul’s illustration.


(1)  He could be referring to the fact that each believer has one human body, one human spirit, one human soul, all of which make each of us uniquely different.  However, Paul’s theme in this section of the letter is the unity of the royal family of God rather than the uniqueness of individual believers.



(2)  A better way of looking at Paul’s illustration is that there is one body of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ during the Church Age, called “the body of Christ” or “the Church.”  There is also only one Holy Spirit, who is responsible for the formation of that one body by His ministry of baptism or identifying each of us with Christ by placing us in union with Him.


c.  Therefore, Paul’s emphasis here is on the unity of Jews and Gentiles, men and women, slave and free, rich and poor into one united body of Christ by the ministry of the one and only Holy Spirit, who is the mentor of that one body.

2.  “just as also you have been called in connection with the one confident expectation with reference to your calling;”

a.  Paul continues with a comparison of the one body and one Spirit to the one confident expectation we have as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.

b.  Our one confident expectation is that we will be raised from the dead to live forever with our Lord Jesus Christ in heaven with fantastic blessings and happiness.

c.  Resurrection and eternal life with Christ is not a “hope so” in the spiritual life, but a confident “I know so.”  The Greek noun ELPIS and verb ELPIZW refer to a confident expectation of what is going to happen in the future.  It is not a wish or desire with the possibility of not being fulfilled.  It is the expectation of something you are certain is going to happen.


d.  The invitation by God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit to believe in Christ was an invitation to have this confident expectation from the moment we believed in Christ until the moment that expectation is fulfilled.  Once it is fulfilled, it is no longer an expectation.  


e.  Biblical passages that connect this hope or confident expectation with resurrection include:



(1)  Acts 23:6, “But perceiving that one group were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, Paul began crying out in the Council, ‘Brethren, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees; I am on trial for the hope and resurrection of the dead!’”


(2)  Acts 24:15, “having a hope in God, which these men cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked.”


(3)  Acts 26:6-8, “And now I am standing trial for the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers; the promise to which our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they earnestly serve God night and day.  And for this hope, O King, I am being accused by Jews.  Why is it considered incredible among you people if God does raise the dead?”


(4)  Rom 8:23-25, “And not only [nature], but ourselves also, since we possess the foretaste and pledge [of future blessings] from the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly awaiting the adoption—the redemption of our body.  Now with reference to that confident expectation [the redemption of our body in resurrection] we have been saved.  But when an expectation is realized, it is not an expectation.  So who has confident expectation for what he realizes?  However if we have confident expectation for what we do not see [and we do], with fortitude we await eagerly.”


(5)  2 Cor 1:9-10, “But we ourselves had the verdict of death against ourselves, so that we might not depend on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead, who rescued us from so great a danger of death and will deliver [us], in Whom we have absolute confidence.  Indeed He will yet deliver [us],”


(6)  Eph 1:18, “since the eyes of your heart have been enlightened, that you may know what is the expectation of His invitation, what is the glorious wealth of His inheritance for the saints,”


(7)  Col 1:5, “because of the hope [confident expectation] which is stored up for your benefit in the heavens, which [hope of eternal life] you heard before in the true message of the gospel,”


(8)  Col 1:27, “to whom God [the Father] desired to make known what is the wealth of glory with reference to this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”


(9)  1 Thes 4:13-14, “Now we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, about those who are asleep, in order that you might not grieve as in fact the rest who do not have hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and has risen, so also God [the Father] will bring with Him [our Lord] those who have fallen asleep through their relationship with Jesus.”


(10)  Tit 1:1, “Paul, the slave of God and the apostle of Jesus Christ on the basis of the doctrine belonging to the elect of God; that is, the full knowledge of the truth, which is on the basis of the spiritual life, concerning the confidence of eternal life, which the truthful God promised before time began,”


(11)  Tit 3:7, “in order that, having become righteous by means of His grace, we might become heirs of eternal life according to confident expectation.”


(12)  Heb 10:23, “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;”


(13)  1 Pet 1:3, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy [compassion] caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,”


(14)  1 Pet 1:13, “For this reason prepare your mind for action, be self-controlled, have absolute confidence in the grace which is being brought to all of you [resurrection] at the revelation of Jesus Christ [Rapture of the Church].”


(15)  1 Pet 1:21, “the ones who through Him are believers in God who raised Him out from the dead and has given Him glory, so that your faith and absolute confidence might be in God.”


(16)  1 Pet 3:15, “But have an attitude of deep respect, love, awe and esteem toward the Lord Christ in your hearts [occupation with Christ], always ready to make a defense to any one who asks you to account for the confidence in you,”

f.  Throughout these passages we see the same theme.  Our confident expectation or absolute confidence or hope is related to our resurrection from the dead, which is the promise of the gospel message; that is, that anyone who believes in Christ will have eternal life.  We cannot have eternal life without resurrection.


g.  Therefore, our confidence is in the promise of God of resurrection to a new eternal life in relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ.  God invited us to believe in Christ and so have this confident expectation based upon His promise to us.


h.  There is only one invitation from God, and that is the invitation to believe in Christ.  The invitation may be given to an unbeliever hundreds of times in his life on earth, but it is always the same invitation—believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.


i.  There is only one confident expectation of eternal life in connection with the invitation to believe in Christ, just as there is only one body of human beings that have this confident expectation during the Church Age and only one Holy Spirit who makes the invitation and guarantees that eternal life by His ministry of sealing the believer in Christ.

j.  Paul’s point for unity in the royal family is this:



(1)  We are all a part of one and the same body of Christ.



(2)  We were all invited to believe in Christ by one and the same Spirit—God the Holy Spirit.



(3)  We all have the same confident expectation of eternal life forever in heaven with our Lord in resurrection body.


k.  The logical conclusion—there are no racial, cultural, gender, or other human distinctions in the royal family.  We are all one in Christ.
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