Eph 4:30



- is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, which introduces another thought into the discussion, and can be translated “Furthermore, Moreover, Also.”  Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present active imperative from the verb LUPEW, which means “to irritate, offend, insult, humiliate;” and in the causative active voice “making someone sad, distressed, causing someone to grieve.”


The present tense is an iterative present for what occurs at successive intervals, whenever a person is out of fellowship with God through personal sin.  This present tense is also a durative present that applies the injunction to the entire spiritual life as an on-going process.

The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are commanded to not irritate, offend, insult, or humiliate the Holy Spirit by being in a state of sinfulness.  This could also be regarded as a causative active voice, which indicates that believers are not to cause the Holy Spirit grief by being out of fellowship with Him through personal sin.


The imperative mood with the negative MĒ is a command to stop doing something you are already doing.
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA with the accusative neuter singular article and adjective HAGIOS, meaning “the Holy Spirit.”  Then we have the genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  There are several possibilities for this genitive.


1.  It could be a possessive genitive, indicating that the Holy Spirit belongs to God the Father and God the Son.  This would be translated “God’s Holy Spirit.”

2.  It could be a genitive of relationship, meaning that the Holy Spirit is related to God the Father and God the Son.  This would be translated “the Holy Spirit of God.”

3.  It could be an ablative of source, indicating that the Holy Spirit originates or comes from the source of God the Father and God the Son in the sense of proceeding from them.  This would be translated “the Holy Spirit from God.”

4.  It could be an appositional genitive or genitive of identity, identifying the Holy Spirit as God.  This would be translated “the Holy Spirit, the God.”  This makes the most sense in the context.
“Furthermore, stop irritating [offending, insulting, humiliating, and grieving] the Holy Spirit, the God”
 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of agency from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “by the agency of whom.”  Then we have the second person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb SPHRAGIZW, which means “(1) to provide with a seal as a security measure, seal (2) to mark with a seal as a means of identification, mark, or seal.  This forms a basis for understanding the imagery which speaks of those who enter the Christian community as being sealed with or by the Holy Spirit Eph 1:13;  4:30; 2 Cor 1:22; (3) to certify that something is so, attest, certify, acknowledge, Jn 3:33; (4) to seal something for delivery, seal Rom 15:28.”
  The Holy Spirit has done all these things for us through His ministry of sealing, by which we are permanently guaranteed our relationship with Jesus Christ, having been marked, sealed, and certified by the Holy Spirit as those with faith in Christ.

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action as a whole from the viewpoint of its completed results.


The passive voice indicates that all believers receive the action of being sealed and certified by the Holy Spirit.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of Bible doctrine.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of extent of time, (“indicating the time up to which something continues and translated until as in 2 Tim 1:12; Phil 1:10”
) from the feminine singular noun HĒMERA, meaning “until the day.”  Finally, we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun APOLUTRWSIS, which means “of redemption.”  This relates back to Paul’s statement in Eph 1:14, “who [GHS] is the down payment-guarantee of our inheritance until the release of His property resulting in the praise of His [God the Father] glory.”
“by whom you have been sealed until the day of redemption.”
Eph 4:30 corrected translation
“Furthermore, stop irritating [offending, insulting, humiliating, and grieving] the Holy Spirit, the God by whom you have been sealed until the day of redemption.”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore, stop irritating [offending, insulting, humiliating, and grieving] the Holy Spirit,”

a.  Paul continues with his practical applications for living the spiritual life of the Church Age with another injunction or command.

b.  This command is essential for the execution of the spiritual life.  It is the command to recover from carnality.

c.  Carnality is the spiritual status of being out of fellowship with God through personal sin.


d.  The method of recovery for carnality is to acknowledge our sins to God, 1 Jn 1:9.


e.  Personal sin is an irritation, offense, insult, humiliation, and grieving of the Holy Spirit.


f.  The Holy Spirit is God, and therefore, can have nothing to do with personal sin.


g.  The Holy Spirit indwells us, making a temple of our human body for the indwelling of the other two members of the Trinity.


h.  When we engage the members of our physical body in personal sin, we irritate, offend, insult, humiliate, and grieve the Holy Spirit, who indwells us.


i.  The Holy Spirit is doing everything possible to make us holy positionally and experientially, while we engage in personal sin experientially.  This is an insult to what He is doing for us.


j.  The carnal believer insults the Holy Spirit by rejecting His filling and control, in order to commit personal sin.  In effect the carnal believer insults the Holy Spirit by rejecting His personal love expressed in all He does for that believer.


k.  Naturally, the Holy Spirit is grieved, when He is doing everything to make us holy both positionally and experientially and we ignore His work on our behalf and decide to engage in personal sin.


l.  How would you feel, if you were doing everything possible to help a drug addict or alcoholic and all they did was ignore you and keep going back to the dope and bottle?


m.  Fortunately, this description of the Holy Spirit is an anthropopathism, because God the Holy Spirit, who is eternal deity, cannot be humiliated, grieved, irritated, insulted, or offended.  This is human language of accommodation to present to our mind a human emotion and reaction that God does not really have, in order to teach a principle of doctrine.

n.  The command to stop grieving the Spirit emphasizes the fact that spirituality and carnality are mutually exclusive.

o.  Principles on grieving the Spirit.



(1)  Grieving the Spirit is carnality; quenching the Spirit is reversionism or Christian degeneracy.


(2)  Every time we sin we are grieving the Holy Spirit and no longer have the power that runs the spiritual life.


(3)  Grieving the Holy Spirit can be called spiritual entropy (the slow process of decay).


(4)  Grieving the Spirit is a prolonged stay in carnality without rebound.  In carnality we grieve the Holy Spirit, and in perpetual carnality we quench the Holy Spirit.  In carnality, the believer is said to be grieving the Spirit because he’s functioning under his power rather than the power of the Spirit.


(5)  The function of the arrogance skills is grieving the Holy Spirit.



(6)  In grieving the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit continues to indwell your body to provide a temple for the indwelling of Christ, but is not able to influence your soul.



(7)  Grieving the Spirit blocks metabolization and application of Bible doctrine.



(8)  Grieving the Holy Spirit has to do with disobedience to biblical commands with regard to the spiritual life.


(9)  Grieving the Holy Spirit emphasizes the various categories of sins of the believer which result in extended and even perpetual carnality.  Christian activism is a function of grieving the Holy Spirit rather than walking by means of the Spirit.


(10)  If you continue to grieve the Holy Spirit, you have entered into perpetual carnality, 1 Cor 3:1-3.


(11)  Grieving the Holy Spirit, squelching the Holy Spirit, and lying to the Holy Spirit become a way of life.



(12)  Grieving the Holy Spirit is tantamount to rejection of the mentorship of the Holy Spirit through sinfulness.  Even though we are sinful, all three members of the Trinity continue to indwell us.  Perpetuation of sinfulness leads to grieving, irritating, offending, insulting, and distressing the Holy Spirit.


(13)  If a believer lives under quenching and grieving the Spirit, he is a loser believer.



(14)  Grieving the Spirit is emphasizing the failure of believers in their personal sins to attain spiritual maturity and maximum glorification of God.



(15)  Grieving the Holy Spirit leads to the more persistent sinfulness of the reversionist in Satan’s cosmic system, who is arrogant in his sinfulness.


(16)  Grieving the Holy Spirit is indifference to the teaching of the will of God.


(17)  We receive warning discipline for grieving the Spirit.  We are punished because we have not stopped grieving the Holy Spirit.


(18)  Grieving the Holy Spirit is a far worse sin than the personal sin that got us out of fellowship.  What we do out of fellowship in insulting the Holy Spirit is far worse than any sin any unbeliever could ever commit.  We should die immediately for grieving the Spirit.  But because of the grace of God we do not die.  We have an awesome responsibility to stay in fellowship.  We are purified from insulting the great power of the spiritual life.


(19)  Grieving the Holy Spirit is rejection of rebound and perpetuation of carnality until the day you die.  If you have destroyed all capacity for love, you will spend your entire Christian life grieving the Holy Spirit.



(20)  Suppressing the Holy Spirit is arrogance about knowledge in general and sometimes a dogmatic stand for false doctrine.  The suppressing of the Spirit is related to doctrinal distortion and controversies, while grieving the Holy Spirit emphasizes the lusts of deceit of Eph 4:22.  Hence, suppression of the Holy Spirit is resistance to doctrine that conflicts with preconceived notions about life in general and false ideas that are challenged by Bible teaching.  Grieving the Holy Spirit emphasizes various categories of sins, which result in extended or even perpetual carnality.


(21)  Learn and live is the order of the filling of the Spirit.  Live and learn is the order of grieving the Holy Spirit in Eph 4:30, or quenching the Holy Spirit in 1 Thes 5:19.

2.  “the God by whom you have been sealed until the day of redemption.”

a.  The phrase “by whom” refers back to the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit sealed us at the moment of salvation.

b.  Sealing was an act of guaranteeing something in the ancient world.  A man would write a promise and seal the contract with the stamp of his signet ring.  His seal was his guarantee and certification that he would do what he said he would do.

c.  God certifies and guarantees that He will do what He promised to do for us—give us eternal life in a resurrection body.


d.  The day of redemption is the Rapture or Resurrection of the Church.  That is the day when every member of the royal family, both living a dead, receive the promised resurrection body to go with the imputation of eternal life, which we already have at salvation.


e.  God has put His stamp or seal of certification on us that we belong to Him.  God has done this through the ministry of the God Holy Spirit, called sealing.


f.  Because we have the guarantee of eternal life in a resurrection body and will live with God forever in perfect righteousness, God has the right to demand of us that we stop grieving, insulting, offending, and irritating the very Person who is going to do all this for us.


g.  God the Holy Spirit is eternally happy.  He is joyously happy that we have believed in Christ.  He is deliriously happy that we are going to live with Christ forever in heaven in a resurrection body.  Therefore, there is no need for us to irritate or insult Him with our deceitful desires to sin.


h.  God the Holy Spirit has desired only the highest and best for us, while we only desire the lowest and worst for ourselves.


i.  Our desire for what we want (personal sin) rather than what God wants (our perfect happiness) is an offense and insult to the Spirit’s sealing of us.


j.  God has every right to demand we stop grieving the very Person who has guaranteed our eternal happiness in a state of sinless perfection.


k.  The day of redemption is the day of the redemption of our body.  Our soul was redeemed the day we believed in Christ.  Our eternal body is redeemed the day the Church is resurrected.
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