Eph 4:3



- is the nominative masculine second person plural present active participle from the verb SPOUDAZW, which means “to be especially conscientious in discharging an obligation: be zealous/eager, take pains, make every effort, be conscientious with a complementary infinitive following Gal 2:10; Eph 4:3; 1 Thes 2:17; 2 Tim 2:15; Heb 4:11; 2 Pet 1:10; 3:14; 2 Pet 1:15.”


The present tense is a customary and durative present for what is reasonably expected throughout one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that all of us are expected to produce the action.


The participle is an instrumental participle (as was the previous participle tolerating in the last verse), indicating the means by which the command to walk in a manner worthy of our position of royalty is carried out.  We walk in a manner worthy of our position of royalty by making every effort to guard the unity created by the Holy Spirit.
With this we have the present active infinitive from the verb TĒREW, which means “to guard; preserve; hold on to.”

The present tense is a customary and durative present for what is reasonably expected throughout one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that believers are to produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive or infinitive of indirect object.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun ENOTĒS, which means “a state of oneness or of being in harmony and accord, unity; ‘the unity of the spirit’ Eph 4:3; ‘the unity in the faith’ 13.”
  With this we have the genitive of production (See Wallace’s Grammar, page 105) from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, which means “produced by the Spirit.”
“making every effort to preserve the unity produced by the Spirit”
 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause (translated: because of) from the masculine singular article and noun SUNDESMOS, which means “that which brings various entities into a unified relationship, uniting bond; the bond of peace; i.e. that consists in peace (epexegetical genitive) Eph 4:3.  Love is the bond that unites all the virtues (which otherwise have no unity) in perfect harmony or the bond of perfect unity for the church Col 3:14.”
  Finally, we have the genitive of production from the feminine singular article and noun EIRĒNĒ, which means “produced by peace/harmony.”  The peace referred to here is the peace and harmony produced by God the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation by reconciling all believers to God the Father through Christ Jesus, our Lord.
“because of the bond produced by peace.”
Eph 4:3 corrected translation
“making every effort to preserve the unity produced by the Spirit because of the bond produced by peace.”
Explanation:
1.  “making every effort to preserve the unity produced by the Spirit”

a.  The entire sentence now reads: “Therefore, I, the prisoner in the Lord, exhort you to walk in a manner worthy of your position [royalty], for the purpose of which you have been called, with all humility and graciousness, with patient endurance tolerating one another by means of unconditional love, making every effort to preserve the unity produced by the Spirit because of the bond produced by peace.”

b.  We live our life (walk) in a manner worthy of our position of royalty by making every effort to guard, protect, preserve, and hold on to the unity created by the Holy Spirit because of our reconciliation to God.

c.  God expects us to walk in a manner worthy of our status as spiritual royalty by making every effort to preserve the unity which He has created between Himself and us and with each other.


d.  To put it simply, God has created one big, happy, royal family and expects it to stay that way.


e.  The unity of the royal family is created at the moment of salvation by the ministry of God the Holy Spirit entering us into union with Christ.


f.  Along with the Spirit’s ministry of baptism; that is, identification with Christ, is God the Holy Spirit’s ministry of reconciling us to God the Father.


g.  The Holy Spirit produces reconciliation to God and union with Christ.


h.  A by-product of all of us being reconciled to God and being entered into union with Christ is being united or joined with each other as fellow-members of the body of Christ.


i. The unity in the royal family includes God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit and every Church Age believer.


j.  It is the will of the Father that we make every effort to preserve the unity in the royal family, which has been produced by the Holy Spirit’s various ministries at salvation.


k. God went to a lot of trouble to unify us and he wants us to make every effort to keep it that way.


l.  Therefore, the practical application of this doctrine is that we are to do nothing that would bring disunity or disharmony to the assembly of the royal family.



(1)  This means prejudice is absolutely intolerable in a local church.



(2)  Bigotry is not a part of the spiritual life and cannot be permitted within a local church.



(3)  Misogyny (hatred of women) and feminism (which is a form of hatred of men) cannot be tolerated in the local church.


(4)  Social and economic caste systems cannot be tolerated.



(5)  Discrimination of any kind for any reason cannot be tolerated in a local church because it destroys the unity of the royal family.


m.  Do not associate with believers that are prejudice, bigots, misogynists, feminists, or discriminate against others for any reason, because ‘evil associations destroy good habits’, 1 Cor 15:33.  There are legitimate reasons for discriminating against anti-Semitic people, Islamic terrorists, serial murders, psychotic child molesters and Neo-Nazis (to name a few).

n.  These kinds of people are Satan’s influencers of evil.  They will bring you down to their level.  You will not bring them up to yours.


o.  Satan seeks to destroy the unity of the royal family and he does so through the people he sends into your life who are prejudice and discriminatory.  Some of these people are obvious, such as ‘skin-heads’ and ‘neo-Nazis’, but most are quiet, subtle, persuasive, and amiable.


p.  Therefore we have to know the correct doctrine of the unity of the royal family in order to spot all of the corruptions of doctrine by false teachers and the disciples of the devil.


q.  We obviously have to apply God’s problem solving devices for the spiritual life in order to preserve the unity produced by the Spirit.  This means staying in fellowship with God, being gracious to others, having unconditional love toward all, and having personal love for God.


r.  Ephesians 4:3-6 teaches unity in the royal family of God.  “Be diligent to guard the unity of the Spirit by means of the bond of peace.  There is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called [efficacious grace] with reference to one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism [of the Holy Spirit], one God, even the Father of all (believers), who is over all (believers), and the source of all (blessings), and in all (believers).”


(1)  In Ephesians 4:3-6, there are four concepts.




(a)  The call for unity, verse 3.




(b)  The basis for unity, verse 4.




(c)  The escutcheon of unity, verse 5.




(d)  The source of unity, verse 6.



(2)  Only God can provide unity in the royal family.  God provides unity for the Church Age believers through the ministries of God the Holy Spirit at salvation and the mystery doctrine of the Church Age to unite us in thinking.



(3)  Unity is a provision of grace, not the striving of human power, not human personality, not a system of patronizing one another under public relations techniques.



(4)  Eph 4:3-6 teaches us how to achieve unity through God’s grace provision for each believer in the royal family.


s.  What is unity in the royal family of God?



(1)  Unity is related to the ministry of the Holy Spirit to each individual believer at the moment of salvation, which includes reconciliation toward God and unity of royal believers created by God the Holy Spirit in our relationship with Christ.



(2)  The unity of the body of Christ or royal family is illustrated by a shield or escutcheon, which belongs to each one of us.  Each believer in the body of Christ carries the royal family of God coat of arms into the spiritual conflict of the Church Age.  The royal family escutcheon of unity is: one body, one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God.


(3)  The baptism of the Spirit at the moment of faith in Christ is the means of establishing unity positionally.  But for unity to exist experientially requires that we learn and apply the word of God.



(4)  The results of the baptism of the Spirit are that we become a new spiritual species and royal family of God.  All Church Age believers are placed on an equal plane of royalty.  We are given a royal plan from God, called protocol, the operational method for royalty.



(5)  Unity also recognizes equal privilege and equal opportunity for the execution of this protocol plan.



(6)  While the ministry of the Holy Spirit is the source of unity for the royal family of God, it is reconciliation at salvation that begins to establish unity.


t.  Unanimity begins at salvation.  Conformity to God’s plan, will, and purpose begins at salvation.  God’s policy of grace begins at salvation, continues throughout time, and goes into the eternal state forever and ever.
2.  “because of the bond produced by peace.”

a.  Paul concludes with the reason why we should be making every effort to preserve the unity produced by the Spirit.

b.  We should make every effort to preserve the unity produced by the Spirit because of the bond we have with God the Father and God the Son, which the Holy Spirit produced by reconciling us to God.

c.  The basis for unity in the royal family is our bond of peace with God the Father through our relationship with God the Son.


d.  At the moment we believed in Christ, we were reconciled to God as one of the ministries of God on our behalf.  Paul has already taught this principle in this letter, Eph 2:14-16, “For He Himself is our peace, who has caused to make both [Jew and Gentile] one and having torn down the dividing wall consisting of the barrier, the hatred, having abolished in His flesh the Law characterized by the commandments consisting in ordinances, in order that He might cause to create in Himself the two [Jew and Gentile believers] resulting in one new man [new spiritual species], producing peace [reconciliation], and that He might reconcile them both in one body to God by means of the cross, having put to death the hostility by means of it [the Cross].”  As we have already learned, God reconciled us to Himself equally, so that there would be reconciliation between all members of His royal family.

e.  This same principle is mentioned in:



(1)  Col 1:20, “and through Him [Jesus Christ], to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood [Christ’s spiritual death] of His Cross,”


(2)  2 Cor 5:18, “Moreover all things [are] from the source of God, who reconciled us to Himself through the agency of Christ and has given us the service of reconciliation,”

f.  Reconciliation to God is the bond of peace between God and man.


g.  Reconciliation to one another is the bond of peace between members of the royal family.


h.  The bond or unity produced by our reconciliation to God the Father through our equal relationship with Jesus Christ has produced a similar bond of peace among Jews and Gentiles within the royal family of God.


i.  It is God’s will, desire, and purpose that we make every effort to maintain this unity amongst one another, because it cost our Lord Jesus Christ so much on the Cross to create the basis for it.
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