Eph 4:25



- is the inferential conjunction DIO, meaning “Therefore or ‘for this reason’ and is used by Paul in Rom 1:24; 2:1; 4:22; 13:5; 15:22; 2 Cor 1:20; 5:9; and Phil 2:9.”
  The conjunction introduces the practical applications of the doctrinal principles previously mentioned by Paul in verses 1-24.  Then we have the second person nominative masculine plural aorist middle participle from the verb APOTITHĒMI, which is used figuratively meaning “to lay aside, rid oneself of something as in Rom 13:12; Col 3:8; Eph 4:22; Jam 1:21 and 1 Pet 2:1.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action of becoming a believer in its entirety, but emphasizes the results of that completed action.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which emphasizes the personal responsibility and volition of each of us involved in the action of laying aside the lie, falsehood, and deception of Satan and the cosmic system.


The participle is circumstantial, translated “having laid aside.”  This could also be a causal participle, indicating the ground or reason for the action of the main verb, and could be translated “since we have laid aside.”
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun PSEUDOS, which means “the lie, falsehood, or deception.”
“Therefore, having laid aside the lie,”
 - is a direct quote from Zech 8:16 in the LXX, , Paul changing from the preposition PROS to the preposition META, which conforms more to the meaning of the Hebrew.  It begins with the second person plural present active imperative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak.”

The present tense is a gnomic present, which expresses a universal truth or maxim, which is expected to perpetually exist throughout our spiritual life.  This should be a widespread custom or practice by all believers.


The active voice indicates that all members of the royal family of God are commanded to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “the truth.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective HEKASTOS, which means “each one, every one.”  Combined with the second person subject in the verb, it means “each one of you.”  Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association (meaning “with, among, in company with someone”) from the masculine singular article and adverb PLĒSION, used as a substantive and meaning “neighbor, fellow human being” but because of the following qualifying phrase (“because we are members of one another”), it specifically refers to believers.  With this we also have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his.”
“each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor,”
- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because or since” followed by the first person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: we are.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that all members of the royal family of God produce the action of being parts or members of one another.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the genitive of relationship from the first person plural reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN, which means “of one another.”  Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the neuter plural noun MELOS, which means “members, parts”
“since we are members of one another.”
Eph 4:25 corrected translation
“Therefore, having laid aside the lie, each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, since we are members of one another.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, having laid aside the lie,”

a.  Having discussed doctrinal principles in relation to our walking in a manner worthy of our position as spiritual royalty, Paul now makes some practical applications from those principles.

b.  First Paul refers back to his previous statement in verse 22, “to lay aside with respect to your former lifestyle the old man.”  In verse 22 Paul reminded the Ephesians that they had been taught to lay aside the old man; that is, to stop permitting the sin nature to control their soul.  In our verse he assumes that as mature believers we have done so.

c.  The definition of what the lie is comes from the preceding context: Eph 4:21-24, “inasmuch as you have learned about Him and you have been taught in Him (since the truth is in Jesus) to lay aside with respect to your former lifestyle the old man, which is corrupted on the basis of deceitful/pleasure lusts, but to be renewed by the Spirit in your thinking, and to put on the new man, who according to the standard of God has been created in true righteousness and holiness.”

d.  The lie is the former lifestyle we lived as unbelievers under the control of the sin nature.


e.  We have laid aside the former lifestyle of living under the control of the sin nature the moment we believed in Christ.

f.  We continued to lay aside the lie by learning the word of God and staying in fellowship with God through the recovery procedure of the spiritual life.


g.  The people to whom Paul writes have heard and acted upon the gospel by believing in Christ.  Furthermore, they have learned and acted upon the Bible doctrine they have been taught by living the spiritual life in fellowship with God.

h.  The life of the unbeliever is a lie.  It is a lie because it is a life lived under the influence and control of Satan inside the cosmic system.  It is a life of falsehood and deception, deceiving oneself and being deceived by Satan, the doctrine of demons, and other people living in the cosmic system.

i.  The life of the believer under the control of the sin nature is a lie.  It is just as much a life of self-deception as the life of the unbeliever under the complete control of the sin nature.


j.  However, Paul recognizes that positive believers have laid aside this former life and have put on the new man; that is, the new spiritual life of the royal family of God.  Now Paul is ready to issue some commands necessary for the execution of the new life of the new man.

2.  “each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor,”

a.  This is a direct quote from Zech 8:16, “These are the things which you should do: speak the truth to one another; judge with truth and judgment for peace in your gates.”

b.  The phrase “each one of you” emphasizes the fact this is an individual responsibility.

c.  The action required of us is to speak the truth.



(1)  Truthfulness is required of the royal family of God.



(2)  There are two parts to our truthfulness as believers.




(a)  We are to not lie to others.




(b)  We are to not lie to ourselves.



(3)  God is truth and we have an eternal relationship with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, we are expected to be truthful as our Lord is truthful.


(4)  Our Lord lived His entire human life on earth without once lying, deceiving anyone, or ever deceiving Himself.  He expects no less from us and demands no less from us.



(5)  Our Lord spent His ministry telling others the truth, the truth of His message of eternal salvation through faith in Him.



(6)  Speaking the truth means we have no right to lie to others, deceive others by what we say or don’t say, create a public lie about someone, gossip, slander, malign, judge or criticize others.



(7)  We are expected to be honest in all our dealings with others.


(8)  God expects us to conduct ourselves as His representatives, and since God does not lie to anyone about anything at any time, the same is expected of us.



(9)  Other people may lie to us or lie about us, but because everyone else is doing it gives us no right to lie.



(10)  Other people may lie to themselves and lie to others, but that gives us no right to lie to them.

c.  Our neighbor is defined for us by our Lord as anyone with whom we come into contact, whether we have previously known them or not according to Lk 10:27-37, “And he answered,  ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.’  And He said to him, ‘You have answered correctly; do this and you will live.’  But wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?’  Jesus replied and said, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among robbers, and they stripped him and beat him, and went away leaving him half dead.  And by chance a priest was going down on that road, and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.  Likewise a Levite also, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.  But a Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion, and came to him and bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them  and he put him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn and took care of him.  On the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and said, “Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I return I will repay you.”  Which of these three do you think proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell into the robbers’ hands?  And he said, ‘The one who showed mercy toward him.’  Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do the same.’”  Obviously the neighbor was someone previously unknown to the good Samaritan.

d.  However, because of the next phrase in this sentence, we know that our neighbor refers specifically here to a fellow member of the royal family of God.


e.  The principle of speaking the truth is specific here to other believers, but still applies generally to all people with whom we come into contact.


f.  We have no need to lie to another believer about anything.  We are all fellow-members of the body of Christ, and therefore, should be and must be in mutual support of one another.


g.  However, not all those who call themselves ‘believers’ are truly believers.  Therefore, don’t believe everything a so-called ‘believer’ tells you.  Instead, test it against the principles of the doctrines of the Church, such as: love, grace, gratitude, thoughtfulness, kindness, and consideration of others.  John teaches this principle in 1 Jn 4:1-3, “Beloved ones, stop believing every spirit [charismatic prophet], but keep on critically examining those spirits [charismatic prophets] whether they are from God, because many false-prophets have gone out into the world.  By this recognize the spirit [person] from God: every spirit who acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; and every spirit [charismatic speaker] who does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God.  Furthermore, this one is the one belonging to Antichrist, about whom you have heard that he is coming, and in fact now he is already in the world.”

h.  Paul previously stated in Eph 4:15 the manner in which communicators of His Word are to speak the truth, “but by speaking the truth associated with unconditional love, we [pastors] might begin to cause growth into Him with reference to all things.”

i.  We also have a parallel passage in Col 3:9, “Stop lying to one another, since you stripped off the old man [old sin nature] together with his practices, and put on the new man, who is being renewed for the purpose of full-knowledge according to the image of the One who created him.”

j.  Peter also teaches the same principle in 1 Pet 2:1, “Therefore rid yourselves [APOTITHĒMI =to lay aside] of all depravity and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slanders.”
3.  “since we are members of one another.”

a.  Finally, Paul states the ground or reason why we are to speak the truth to one another.  We are to do so because we are members of one another.  We are members of the same body.

b.  The fact we are members of one another is also expressed by Paul in:



(1)  Rom 12:5, “so we, the many, are one body in Christ, and individually parts [members] of one another.”


(2)  1 Cor 12:25-27, “that there might not be division in the body, but the parts [of the body] might have the same concern for one another.  And so if one part [of the body] suffers, all the parts suffer together.  If a part is honored, all the parts rejoice together.  But all of you are the body of Christ and members individually.”

c.  As fellow-members of Christ our responsibility is to mutually support and help one another.  This is the whole purpose of having spiritual gifts.

d.  We do not support those to whom we do not speak the truth.  We are not supported by those who do not speak the truth to us.

e.  We are to speak the truth to one another as a function of mutual support of one another, so that there might not be division among the members of the body, but mutual trust in the truthfulness of one another, just as we have trust in the truthfulness of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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