Eph 4:23



- is the mild adversative use of the postpositive conjunction particle DE, meaning “but” to show the positive side of what we are now doing as opposed to the negative side of what we have already done.  This is followed by the present passive infinitive from the verb ANANEOW, which means “to be renewed, revived.”  Compare Rom 12:2  [the instrumental of means from the feminine singular article and noun ANAKAINWSIS, a synonym for the cognate noun ANANEWSIS to our verb]  = by the renewal of your thinking [renovation of your thought].  An identical thought to what we have here.

The present tense is a durative present for what began in the past and continues throughout our spiritual life.


The passive voice indicates that we receive the action of being renewed in our thinking by the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.


The infinitive is an infinite of indirect discourse following the main verb “you have been taught.”  This is the use of the infinitive (or infinitive phrase) after a verb of perception or communication.  It is translated “you have been taught to lay aside the old man, but to be renewed.”
“but to be renewed”
- is the instrumental of means from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, which means “by means of the Spirit.”  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of this ‘spirit’ as the Holy Spirit.  In addition, the Holy Spirit as our mentor is the one producing the action of renewing or renovating our thinking as a function of His teaching ministry.
“by the Spirit”
- is the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun NOUS with the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “in your thinking.”  The genitive of place is used to emphasize the kind of place, one place as opposed to another.  It emphasizes a particular place.  Thinking is where the change in life occurs, not in the emotions.
“in your thinking,”
Eph 4:23 corrected translation
“but to be renewed by the Spirit in your thinking,”
Explanation:
1.  “but to be renewed”

a.  The entire sentence thus far reads: “But you did not learn Christ in this manner, inasmuch as you have learned about Him and you have been taught in Him (since the truth is in Jesus) to lay aside with respect to your former lifestyle the old man, which is corrupted on the basis of deceitful/pleasure lusts, but to be renewed by the Spirit in your thinking,”

b.  In the previous statement we had the negative statement.  Now we have the positive statement, thus the use of the mild conjunction of contrast DE, meaning “but.”

c.  When we enter the spiritual life at salvation, our soul is full of human viewpoint cosmic thinking from the doctrine of demons and the influence of the sin nature.  It takes the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit in conjunction with the accurate teaching of the word of God by the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher to remove those false ideas and replace them with spiritual reality.


d.  This process of the renovation of our thinking is mentioned by Paul in Rom 12:2, “Also, stop being molded (shape one’s behavior) to this age, but be transformed by the renewal of your thinking [renovation of your thought], that you may prove what the will of God is, namely, the good, the pleasing, and the complete.”

e.  The same renewal mentioned by Paul in Rom 12:2 is the renewal mentioned by Paul here in Eph 4:23.



(1)  Therefore, instead of continuing in Satan’s system through our old system of thinking and behavior, we are to be transformed.



(2)  Being transformed means being reshaped as a vessel of honor.  God the Holy Spirit will use the teaching of the word of God, legitimate authority in life, and divine discipline to reshape and remold us from vessels of dishonor into vessels of honor.  2 Tim 2:20-21, “Now in a large house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also vessels of wood and of earthenware, and some to honor and some to dishonor.  Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work.”


(3)  We are transformed, reshaped, remolded, or made into something new by the mentorship of God the Holy Spirit.



(4)  Believers are shaped two ways:




(a)  The easy way through learning, believing, and applying the word of God.




(b)  The hard way through the law of volitional responsibility and divine discipline.



(5)  When we refuse to be reshaped the easy way, then we suffer by creating our own misery through our own bad decisions.  Gal 6:7-8, “Stop being deceived, God is never mocked.  For whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.  For he who sows because of his own flesh [OSN] will reap destruction from the flesh [OSN].  But he who sows because of the Spirit will reap eternal life from the Spirit.”


(6)  However, God in His love has provided a much easier way to be transformed into the spiritual life of our Lord Jesus Christ and that is through the thinking of Christ.



(7)  God changes us by changing our thinking.




(a)  You cannot change others.  People change themselves.




(b)  People only change themselves through the help and grace of God.  Unbelievers cannot change themselves on their own.



(c)  People don’t want to change, because the sin nature loves itself and doesn’t want to change anything about it.




(d)  But once we believe in Christ, the power of the sin nature is broken and we have the freedom and opportunity to change ourselves.




(e)  However, changing ourselves requires the help and grace of God.  In this case it is the help and grace of God the Holy Spirit.




(f)  The Holy Spirit has several ministries to us that help us change ourselves.





i.  The filling of the Spirit gives us the power to change.





ii.  The teaching ministry of the Spirit gives us the information we need to believe to make the change.





iii.  The sealing ministry of the Spirit gives us the eternal security we need to make the change safely without worry.





iv.  The regeneration of the Spirit has given us the foundation upon which to build the change





v.  The baptism of the Spirit has already made the positional change for us.





vi.  The spiritual gift from the Spirit gives us something to do after we complete the change.



(8)  To make our transformation from the thinking of the cosmic system to the thinking of the spiritual life requires a complete renovation of our thought.




(a)  Our former values are useless to us.  We have to develop the same values that our Lord Jesus Christ had during His life on earth.  He never sought fame, power, sex, money, etc.  He did seek to be recognized as the Messiah, but this was not approbation lust.  Rather it was the execution of the will of God the Father for His life as a part of the plan for the First Advent.




(b)  The transformation of thinking requires a lifetime of learning what God thinks.  This means learning the word of God from someone qualified and prepared to teach it.  The only people qualified to teach the word of God are those men with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher or evangelist.  The only pastors and evangelists prepared to teach the word of God are those who are academically prepared and who spend their life studying and teaching the word of God.




(c)  The renovation of thought takes time, lots of time.  If you are saved at age twenty, you cannot change in a couple of years what it took your sin nature twenty years to form in your soul.




(d)  The renovation of thought is painful psychologically, because it means accepting the fact that almost everything you believe is wrong and has to be fixed.  Most people’s arrogance prevents them from admitting how wrong they have been all their life and that they need to change their thinking.




(e)  The renovation of thought means doing away with systems of self-justification, self-deception, self-gratification and self-absorption by which we have lived all our life.




(f)  The renovation of thought means positive volition to doctrine even when it is not completely clear, when it confuses you, and frustrates you.




(g)  The renovation of thought requires repetition—hearing the same thing thought time and again until you are sick of it, but cannot forget it.




(h)  Every thought from Satan’s system of thinking has to be replaced with the true, correct, and accurate thinking of Christ, 1 Cor 2:16, “but we have the thinking of Christ.”

f.  Our thinking has to change from the human viewpoint we had as unbelievers to the divine viewpoint required of us as believers.


g.  We cannot live the spiritual life without learning about, understanding, and accepting the virtues and values of the spiritual life as our own.


h.  This process is a new kind of thinking, a different way of looking at things in life, a different way of handling problems in life, and a different way of dealing with people in life.


i.  Everything about the function of the spiritual life is different from the way we thought and behaved as unbelievers.  This process of change is called ‘renewal’ by Paul.


j.  Some believers are afraid of change, don’t like change, resist change, or ignore the need for change, but change we must, if we are to grow up spiritually, and that change must take place in our thinking.
2.  “by the Spirit”

a.  The agent for making this change happen is God the Holy Spirit.  This is taught throughout the New Testament.

b.  Rom 2:29, “but he is a Jew inwardly; that is, circumcision [is] of the heart by means of the Spirit, not by means of the written document, whose praise [is] not from man but from God.”

c.  Rom 8:5-6, “For those [believers] who are (walking) in accordance with the flesh [old sin nature] keep thinking about the things [sin, good, evil] of the flesh, but those [believers] who are (walking) in accordance with the Spirit [the filling of Holy Spirit] keep thinking about the things [doctrines] of the Spirit.  Consequently the thought pattern of the flesh is death [the sin unto death], but the thought pattern of the Spirit is life and prosperity.”

d.  1 Cor 2:12-16, “Now we have not received the spirit of this world [cosmic thinking] from God [the Holy Spirit], but the [human] spirit, in order that we might understand the things which have been graciously given to us by God [the Father], which things we are also communicating, not by means of the teaching from human wisdom, but by means of the teaching from the Spirit by explaining [comparing, combining, interpreting] spiritual things to the spiritual ones.  But the soulish man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and so he is not able to understand, because they are spiritually examined.  But the spiritual man examines [and discerns] all [spiritual] things, yet he himself is examined [and discerned] by no one.  ‘For who has known the thinking of the Lord, so that he should instruct Him?’  But we have the thinking of Christ [Bible doctrine].”

e.  2 Cor 3:18, “But we all, seeing as in a mirror the glory of the Lord with an unveiled face, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory as it were by the Spirit of the Lord.”

f.  Gal 3:5, “Therefore, He [the Lord Jesus Christ] who supplies the Spirit to you and works powers among you, [is it] because of the works of the Law or because of the message of doctrine?”  Note the connection between the Spirit and Bible doctrine.


g.  Gal 4:6, “And so because you are sons, God [the Father] has sent forth the Spirit from His Son into our hearts, shouting, ‘Father, My Father.’”

h.  Gal 5:5, “For because of the Spirit we eagerly await the expectation of righteousness by means of doctrine.”  Note the connection.


i.  The renewal or renovation of our thought can only occur by the divine agent whom Jesus Christ, our Lord, has sent to do this for us, and the only person our Lord has sent to do this for us is God the Holy Spirit.


(1)  Jn 14:26, “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.”


(2)  Jn 15:26, “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me,”


(3)  Jn 16:7, “But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.”
3.  “in your thinking,”

a.  Paul continues his thought by indicating the place where this renovation takes place—in our thinking.

b.  Notice that God does not need to change our personality, He needs to change our thinking.

c.  God needs to change what we believe to be the truth.


d.  Our thinking must change after we become Christians.  If our thinking does not change, we will continue to think and act as we did as unbelievers, because we will still be under the influence of the system of values we had as unbelievers.


e.  The battle for the soul takes place in the thinking.



(1)  Gal 5:17 “For the flesh [OSN] rises in protest against the Spirit, and the Spirit rises in protest against the flesh.  For these are opposed to one another, with the result that you do not do those things which you want.”


(2)  2 Cor 10:3-5, “For although we walk in the flesh [live with a sin nature], we do not fight as a soldier in the manner of the flesh.  For the weapons of our warfare [are] not material but powerful because of God for the purpose of the destruction of fortresses, destroying human viewpoint thoughts and reasonings and every conceit (pride or arrogance) being in opposition against the knowledge of God, in fact making captive every thought resulting in obedience to Christ.”


(3)  Eph 6:11-17, “Put on the full armor from God so that you may always be able to hold your ground against the strategies of the devil, because our warfare is not against blood and flesh but against rulers [demon general officers], against authorities [demon officer corps], against world rulers of this darkness [demon ambassadors], against the spirit forces of evil in the heavenlies [rank and file demons].  Therefore, pick up and put on the full armor from God, that you may be able to stand your ground in the evil day, even after you have done everything to hold your ground.  Therefore, hold your ground, after you have buckled your combat gear around your waist with truth and after you have put on the breastplate of righteousness and after you have put on your combat boots with readiness [to communicate] the gospel, the peace [reconciliation], with all these things pick up and carry the shield of faith [faith-rest drill] by which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one; and grasp the helmet of salvation [deliverance] and draw the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”

f.  The spiritual life is a life of thinking, just as the carnal life is a life of human viewpoint and psychological living.  The former deals with truth and reality, while the latter deals with falsehood, deception, lies, and unreality.

g.  The present tense of the verb “to renew” indicates that this process of renewal is on-going throughout our spiritual life.  There will never be a time when we will not need the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit to keep on renovating our thoughts.  The reason why renovation must keep occurring is because Satan is not standing still in his methods of falsehood, lying, and deception.  We must always be spiritually prepared with truth in our soul to meet the ever-changing false doctrine thrown at us.


h.  Therefore, we can continue to be positive to the teaching of the word of God and have the necessary divine renewal of our thinking, or we can reject this renewal and go back to living a life of self-deception, self-justification, self-gratification, and self-absorption in the cosmic system.
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