Eph 4:20



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But; However.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the second person nominative neuter plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to all positive believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.
“But you”
 - is the strong negative OUCH, meaning “absolutely not.”  With this we have the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “in this manner, thus, so.”  Then we have the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb MANTHANW, which means “to learn.”

The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist for an action that is regarded in its entirety as a historical fact.


The active voice indicates that the believers to whom Paul writes produced the action in the past.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun CHRISTOS, which means “Christ.”
“did not learn Christ in this manner,”
Eph 4:20 corrected translation
“But you did not learn Christ in this manner,”
Explanation:
1.  “But you”

a.  This indicates a definite contrast from the subject in the previous sentence.

b.  Paul is now addressing believers directly.  The word “you” in the plural refers to every member of the royal family of God, who has been positive to the teaching of the word of God at some point in their life.

c.  The subject ‘you’ certainly does not apply to those who believe in Christ and then reject doctrine and never learn anything about the person, work, or life of Christ.


d.  Paul states in this verse that these believers had learned something about Christ, at least enough to know that they could not insatiably follow the lust pattern of their sin nature and practice immorality of various types.

2.  “did not learn Christ in this manner,”

a.  These believer had learned about Christ in the past.  They were not new believers.  In fact, based upon the subject of matter of this book, which is the greatest doctrinal work of the apostle Paul, they were mostly made up of mature believers.

b.  These believers were the most positive believers in the first century A.D.  They formed the real pivot of mature believers in the client nation S.P.Q.R.

c.  These believers had learned doctrine first from Paul and then from other men with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, such as Tychicus, who is mentioned in Eph 6:21.


d.  They had learned Christ by being taught by Paul for three years after he first founded the church.


e.  They had learned about the person, work, and spiritual life of Christ from the various spiritual communication gifts provided by God the Holy Spirit to the believers within the church.


f.  They had learned about Christ from the study of the Old Testament Scriptures and from letters such as James, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, Galatians, 1 & 2 Corinthians, and Romans.


g.  They had grown in grace and the knowledge of the Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ rather than follow the lust pattern of their sin natures to indulge themselves in the desires of their sin nature.


h.  They had learned obedience to the will, plan, and purpose of God for their lives.


i.  They had learned the power options of the spiritual life, the unique assets of the spiritual life, the spiritual gifts of the spiritual life, and the dangers of the cosmic system and psychological living.

j.  The manner in which they learned Christ was do what God wanted rather than what they wanted.

k.  The manner in which they learned Christ was unconditional love for others rather than the selfishness of caring only about their own desires (self-absorption and self-gratification).

l.  The manner in which they learned Christ was reciprocal love for God rather than preoccupation with self.


m.  They learned self-discipline and self-control rather than self-indulgence.

n.  They learned to be controlled by the Holy Spirit rather than their own desires from the sin nature.


o.  They learned to live their life as unto the Lord rather than to please others or please themselves.


p.  But the most important thing this verse teaches us is the fact that Christ must be learned, not experienced.  That nullifies emotional, Pentecostal churches, and other Christian organizations that exist for reasons other than teaching Christ or that have a function related to the teaching of Christ (such as seminaries, missionary organizations, Bible development and circulation organizations), which organizations are not from above, but earthy, demonic, and related to the cosmic system of Satan.


q.  We must learn about Christ, not emote about Christ, and that requires the teaching of God’s Word by those with the spiritual communication gifts that still function in the post Canon period of the Church Age—pastor-teacher and evangelist.


r.  The purpose of the local church, such as Ephesus, was a place to meet where believers could learn Christ, not emote over Christ.  You cannot learn when you are emoting.  Learning requires concentration, thought, understanding, comprehension, but never emotion.  Emotion is something you can do after you have learned something about Christ.
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