Eph 4:19



- is the nominative subject from the masculine plural qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, used for the simple relative pronoun and meaning “who, or who are of such a quality that” or “who are of such a kind that” and referring to the unbeliever.  Then we have the nominative masculine plural perfect active participle from the verb APALGEW, which means “to be so inured that one is not bothered by the implications of what one is doing: become callous, dead to feeling, without a sense of right and wrong.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the results of a completed action.  The emphasis is upon the state of callousness after so many rejections of the love of God.  They are now in a state of being dead to feeling anything when told how much God loves them.  They are without capacity for love.  They do not care if God loves them or not.

The active voice indicates that the unbeliever with blackout of the soul and hardness of heart produces the action of being completely calloused to any statements about God’s love for them and provision of salvation for them.


The participle is a circumstantial, indicating another fact and circumstance connected with the action of the main verb (to walk).  It is translated “having become calloused.”
“who, having become calloused,”
- is the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “themselves.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PARADIDWMI, which means “to deliver over, hand over, turn over, or give up.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of a completed action.


The active voice indicates that the unbeliever produces the action of doing this to themselves.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the feminine singular article and noun ASELGEIA, which means “lack of self-constraint which involves one in conduct that violates all bounds of what is socially acceptable, self-abandonment; ‘give oneself over to licentiousness’ Eph 4:19; live licentiously 1 Pet 4:3; pervert grace into licentiousness (i.e., they interpret divine goodness as an opportunity to ignore God and do what they please) Jude 4; 2 Pet 2:2.”

“have given themselves over to licentiousness [self-abandonment]”
- is the accusative of result from the feminine singular noun ERGASIA, which means “the engagement in some activity or behavior with sustained interest, practice, pursuit; ‘for the practice of all kinds of sinful things’ Eph 4:19.”
  Then we have the descriptive genitive feminine singular from the noun AKATHARSIA, which means “immorality, vileness”
 and the adjective PAS, meaning “of every kind of immorality.”  Paul uses this word in the following ways:

1 Thes 2:3, “For our exhortation was not from delusion nor from impure motive nor with deceit.”  Here the word refers to impurity in a general sense without any sexual connotation.
1 Thes 4:7, “For God [the Father] has not called us for the purpose of sexual immorality, but into the sphere of sanctification.”
Gal 5:19, “Now the deeds of the flesh [sin nature] are evident, which are: normal sexual sins, abnormal sexual sins, mental sexual sins,”
2 Cor 12:21, “Let not my God humiliate me again before you, when I come; and yet I will mourn over many of those who have previously sinned and have not changed their mind because of their immorality both the unlawful sexual intercourse and the licentiousness which they have practiced.”
Rom 1:24, “Therefore God delivered them over because of the desires of their right lobes to sexual degeneracy, that their bodies might be dishonored (degraded) among them.”  Here AKATHARSIA refers to the general condition of sexual lust and passion, which is totally out of control and degrading in every way.  The example in context that follows is homosexuality and lesbianism.
Rom 6:19, “Therefore, just as you present your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness resulting in lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness resulting in sanctification.”
Col 3:5, “Therefore put to death the parts [of your life] which belong to the earth: normal sexual sins [PORNEIA], abnormal sexual sins [AKARTHARSIA], sinful sexual passion [PATHOS], evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.”
Eph 5:3, “But fornication [PORNEIA] and all impurity [AKATHARSIA] or insatiable erotic desire should not even be mentioned among you, as is protocol for the saints.”  Here AKATHARSIA is made equal with insatiable erotic desire; therefore, a reference to abnormal sexual sins.  The degree of severity of the sins in this passage goes from bad to worse.
The overall use of the word by Paul in the New Testament is a reference to sexual immorality.

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun PLEONEXIA, which means “the state of desiring to have more than one’s due: greediness, insatiableness, avarice, covetousness.”
  Paul uses this word in the following ways:
1 Thes 2:5, “For we never came with the appearance of flattery, just as you know, nor with a pretext for avarice; God is witness.”
2 Cor 9:5, “Therefore I thought [it] necessary to urge the brethren, that they might go on ahead to you and arrange in advance for your previously-promised generous gift, that this preparation might be in the following manner: as a generous gift and not as a gift that is grudgingly granted by extortion.”
Rom 1:29, “being filled with all wrongdoing, wickedness, greed, depravity, full of envy, murder, strife [enjoy causing trouble], deceit, malice, gossipers,”
Col 3:5, “Therefore put to death the parts [of your life] which belong to the earth: unlawful sexual intercourse, immorality, sinful sexual passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry,”
Eph 5:3, “But fornication and all licentiousness or insatiable erotic desire should not even be mentioned among you, as is protocol for the saints,”
Peter uses it twice:

2 Pet 2:3, “and because of avarice they will exploit you with false teachings, because of which teachings their condemnation has been prepared from eternity past, and their destruction is not idle.”
2 Pet 2:14, “having eyes full of an adulteress and unceasing from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children.”
This word refers to an insatiable lust for something, whether sex, money, or something someone else has.
“resulting in the practice of every kind of [sexual] immorality with insatiable lust.”
Eph 4:19 corrected translation
“who, having become calloused, have given themselves over to licentiousness [self-abandonment] resulting in the practice of every kind of [sexual] immorality with insatiable lust.”
Explanation:
1.  “who, having become calloused,”

a.  Paul’s entire thought now says, “Therefore I direct this and I insist because of the Lord that you no longer walk as the Gentiles walk in the futility [emptiness, purposelessness] of their thinking, having been darkened in their thinking, having been alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance which is in them because of the obstinacy of their heart, who, having become calloused, have given themselves over to licentiousness [self-abandonment] resulting in the practice of every kind of [sexual] immorality with insatiable lust.”

b.  The subject “who” is still dealing with the unbeliever.

c.  Because of their purposeless, darkened, ignorant thinking, which has produced an obstinacy in their attitude toward God and His Word, the unbeliever is described as having become calloused.


d. Callousness is the state of becoming hardened and impenetrable because of the build up of additional skin cells in an area of the body.

e.  The unbeliever has a build up in their soul of negative attitudes and responses to the love of God to the point that the love of God can no longer penetrate their hardness of heart.


f.  The only way you can penetrate a callous is by cutting it away.  God does this with tremendous divine discipline in the case of the calloused believer and with historical disaster and catastrophe in the case of the unbeliever.  The terrible natural disasters we see in life are the result of God having to penetrate the calloused souls of unbelievers and believers in some area.

g.  This is called crisis evangelism.  God cannot reach the unbeliever with the normal presentation of the gospel and expressions of His love, because the unbeliever has become so calloused they are no longer willing to listen.  Therefore, God must resort to evangelism through some crisis in the life of the calloused unbeliever.


h.  God does the same exact thing with believers who have become calloused and hardened to the teaching of the word of God.


i.  People make themselves calloused to the teaching and will of God.  God does not cause unbelievers to become hardened to the gospel.  He is not willing that any should perish.  When the Old Testament says that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, it means that God permitted Pharaoh to live beyond what normal negative volition was permitted to live, in order to set the unbeliever record for negative volition in human history.  This record of negative volition to the salvation message of God was broken by the Jews of the First Advent, who rejected the person and love of Jesus Christ as their Messiah.

j.  We are responsible for our own negative volition and resultant callousness.  We cannot blame God or anyone else.


k.  The calloused soul does not want to hear anything about salvation, the gospel, eternal life, or God’s love.  It is tired and fed up with hearing about these things and wants nothing to do with them.


l.  You cannot get through to a calloused soul with your emotional appeals to believe in Christ.


m.  You cannot get through to a calloused soul with your logical appeals to believe in Christ.


n.  You cannot get through to a calloused soul with your threatening warnings to believe in Christ.


o.  The only thing that gets through to a calloused soul is the desperate situation of impending death or being brought to the point of being destitute in life.  When a person has lost everything in life or is about to lose their own life, they will listen to the gospel message of God’s love for them.  If they reject the offer of God’s love, they die.  There are no more chances and nothing left to live for.

p.  Therefore, in grace God provides judgment by pain as a last resort to attempt to save the calloused unbeliever.


(1)  Judgment by pain is the function of God’s grace in crisis evangelism.



(2)  Grace before judgment is the function of normal evangelism.  Grace in judgment is the function of crisis evangelism.  Any kind of historical disaster is related to the grace of God.



(3)  Normal evangelism is the presentation of the gospel in time of tranquility and prosperity during normal times.  Crisis evangelism occurs in time of historical disaster and personal catastrophe.  Normal evangelism occurs in the presentation of the gospel message through the evangelist, or through personal witnessing.  In normal evangelism, the unbeliever has the opportunity of considering the claims of Christ objectively.  He has the opportunity of listening to the Gospel objectively.



(4)  When the unbeliever rejects Christ as his Savior in normal evangelism, he enters either the negative volition of indifference to God or the negative volition of antagonism toward God.  In Satan’s cosmic system number one, negative volition originates from preoccupation with self and results in indifference to God.  In cosmic two, negative volition comes from antagonism toward the gospel.



(5)  Through cosmic involvement, the unbeliever becomes disoriented to reality through the blackout of the soul (cosmic one), and through scar tissue of the soul (cosmic two).



(6)  This condition insulates the unbeliever against the most powerful presentation of the gospel.  The greatest presentation of the gospel is met with negative volition by the unbeliever.  Therefore, he suffers from the callousness of blackout and scar tissue of the soul.



(7)  God, in His matchless grace, gives the unbeliever another chance for salvation.  As long as an unbeliever is alive, there is still hope.  But once in the cosmic system, with blackout and scar tissue of the soul, he has a locked‑in subjectivity that cannot repent, no matter how powerful the message, or no matter how strong the appeal.  Therefore, God gives the unbeliever another chance for salvation by the introduction of pain in some form.  It can be a personal catastrophe or historical disaster, or both.  Pain is a grace category of gospel appeal.  No matter how great the judgment, there is always a grace aspect to it.



(8)  Under personal suffering or historical disaster, the pressure of one or more of the many categories of pain forces the unbeliever back to reality; forces him to go from subjectivity to a very temporary objectivity.  He will have a few moments for retrospection, to recall the phrases he has heard in gospel appeal.  He’ll remember enough to give him another chance to believe in Christ.



(9)  Being forced back to reality by pain, the unbeliever is temporarily distracted from the cosmic system.  Whether he really leaves the cosmic system or not is not really the point.  But for a few moments, the cosmic system loses its influence, so that he can once more objectively reconsider the love of God, which he has rejected.
2.  “have given themselves over to licentiousness [self-abandonment]”

a.  The unbeliever has given themselves over to self-abandonment or self-indulgence.

b.  Notice that the unbeliever does this to themselves.  No one else does this to them.  God does not make us who and what we are.  We make ourselves who and what we are.

c.  The unbeliever gives themselves over to doing whatever they want.

d.  Self-abandonment means abandoning the norms and standards of your conscience and doing whatever the lust pattern of your sin nature dictates.


e.  Licentiousness here is the practice of self-abandonment or self-gratification.  The unbeliever has rejected all of God’s standards and lives his life based upon whatever he happens to want at the moment.


f.  The unbeliever does not live for God but for self and all that self desires.


g.  The only things that keep the unbeliever from not doing all that they desire are:



(1)  The laws of divine establishment.



(2)  Fear of legal retribution.



(3)  Fear of social ostracism.



(4)  Fear of punishment in some form.


h.  However, without restraint in some form or another, the lust pattern of the sin nature motivates the unbeliever to abandon himself or herself to whatever they desire.

3.  “resulting in the practice of every kind of [sexual] immorality with insatiable lust.”

a.  The final result is the practice of every kind of immorality.

b.  The word ‘practice’ is very important here, because it indicates that unbelievers do not do what they want once, but habitually as a practice.  Their norm is doing whatever they want.

c.  The unbeliever practices every kind of immorality imaginable.  Not all unbelievers practice all kinds of immorality, but if there is an immorality that exists, some unbelievers somewhere practice it.


d.  There are many kings of immorality, but the general use of the Greek word AKATHARSIA by Paul in the New Testament refers to sexual immorality.  This would include: fornication, adultery, group sex, lesbianism and homosexuality, bestiality, necrophilia, masturbation, etc.

e.  Finally, Paul indicates the manner in which the unbeliever practices his sexual immorality.  He or she practices it with insatiable lust.  This means they are never satisfied with the sexual experience.  It is never good enough.  It is always frustrating.


f.  God has designed sex to be the greatest pleasure and enjoyment in marriage.  Outside of marriage it is always frustrating and unsatisfying.


g.  Because the unbeliever is never satisfied with their immoral sexual experience, they keep committing the same immoral sexual acts with increasing intensity.  This gives us the concept of ‘practicing’.  They are not satisfied sexually (because they cannot be satisfied or have full enjoyment outside of marriage), therefore, they seek to try again with a different or new partner, hoping that the next person will be the ‘right’ one.  After many attempts with several different partners do not work, they try something more depraved such as group sex, lesbianism, sex with animals, etc.

h.  However, no matter what they try, nothing satisfies them.  They are incapable of being satisfied outside of the divine design for sex, which is marriage between one man and one woman.

i.  So the repeated rejection of the offer of salvation produces a calloused soul that has become completely hardened to the divine norms and standards, with the result that the person delivers themselves over to an insatiable desire to do whatever they want, which normally results in the frantic search for happiness and satisfaction through sex.
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