Eph 4:15



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” plus the nominative first person masculine plural present active participle from the verb ALĒTHEUW, which means “to be truthful, tell the truth Gal 4:16, ‘have I become your enemy by speaking the truth to you?’;”
  It means to communicate the truth; that is, the teaching of the word of God by the pastor-teacher to his congregation.

The nominative masculine plural refers back to the subject “we” in the main verb of verse 13, “until we all attain.”

The present tense is a durative, iterative, and customary present for an action that is reasonably expected to occur at successive intervals throughout the spiritual life of the believer.

The active voice indicates that all communicators of God’s word are to produce the action.


The participle is an instrumental participle, indicating the means by which the action of the main verb (causing others to grow up) is accomplished—by speaking the truth, telling the truth, teaching the truth.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the feminine singular noun AGAPĒ, which means “in association with or simply associated with unconditional love.”
“but by speaking the truth associated with unconditional love,”
- is the first person plural aorist active subjunctive from the intransitive use of the verb AUXANW, which means “to cause to become greater in extent, size, state, or quality: to grow up, cause to grow, increase.”


The aorist tense could be regarded as a constative aorist, which gathers the action of the spiritual growth during our spiritual life into a single whole and regards it as a simple fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.  This can also be an ingressive aorist, which indicates entrance into a state of spiritual growth by the new believer, which, considering the previous use of the phrase that we no longer be childish [immature], is more likely here.

The active voice indicates that the believer with the spiritual communication gift, such as pastor-teacher, produces the action of causing the spiritual growth of other believers.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, indicating the volition of people is involved in the producing this action.  The potential aspect is translated by the word “might.”
Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result or condition into which something happens or occurs from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “to or into Him” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  This phrase is almost identical to what Paul mentioned in Eph 2:21, “keeps growing into a holy temple in the Lord.”  This is followed by the adverbial accusative of general reference from the neuter plural article and adjective PAS, used as a substantive, meaning “with reference to all things.”
“we [pastors] might begin to cause growth into Him with reference to all things,”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and referring back to masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, “Him.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a state or condition that is always true.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action of being what is stated here.


The indicative mood is declarative for a fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun KEPHALĒ, which means “head” in the sense of the One in authority.  Finally, we have the appositional predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS, which means “Christ.”
“who is the head, Christ,”
Eph 4:15 corrected translation
“but by speaking the truth associated with unconditional love, we [pastors] might cause growth into Him with reference to all things, who is the head, Christ,”
Explanation:
1.  “but by speaking the truth associated with unconditional love,”

a.  Having stated the negative purpose in the previous verse, Paul states the positive purpose in this portion of the sentence: “in order that we no longer be childish, but might cause growth into Him.”

b.  This participial clause modifies the purpose clause which follows in this verse.  By teaching the doctrine of unconditional love pastor-teachers cause spiritual growth in the body of believers within their local church.

c.  The context of this sentence teaches the following principles:


(1)  God gave some believers the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher for the purpose of equipping the saints by speaking the truth associated with unconditional love.



(2)  Saints are equipped for productive service by the pastor speaking the truth associated with unconditional love.



(3)  Productive service in the spiritual life is associated with unconditional love, Jn 15:1-17.


(4)  The edification or building up or spiritual growth of the body of Christ requires that the communicator of God’s word speak the truth associated with unconditional love.


(5)  Unity in the body of believers is produced by doctrine, the doctrine which comes by speaking the truth associated with unconditional love.



(6)  Full knowledge of the Son of God requires the teaching and understanding of the truth associated with unconditional love.



(7)  The stature of spiritual maturity is associated with unconditional love.



(8)  The pleroma status of Christ is associated with unconditional love.



(9)  Stability in the spiritual life is attained by speaking the truth associated with unconditional love.



(10)  The protection against being deceived by the trickery, cunning, and deceitful scheming of false-teachers comes from learning and understanding of the truth of God’s word associated with unconditional love.



(11)  By the teaching of God’s truth associated with unconditional love the pastor is able to begin the process of causing spiritual growth in new believers.


d.  The phrase “speaking the truth” is a reference to God’s communicator teaching the word of God, just as Paul used the phrase in Gal 4:16.  This phrase does not simply refer to being truthful, which is certainly required of all of us as a Christian virtue, but refers to the accurate, objective, and consistent teaching of all the New Testament Scriptures.


e.  The phrase “associated with unconditional love” does not mean that the pastor must have unconditional love when he teaches, though that is a true concept and certainly required by God, but refers to one of the key doctrines which must be taught by the pastor to new believers in order to produce their spiritual growth.

f.  No believer grows up in the spiritual life without being thoroughly inculcated in the doctrine of unconditional love.


g.  The whole point Paul is making here is that by teaching the doctrine of unconditional love pastors begin to cause the spiritual growth of believers with reference to all aspects in their relationship with Christ and other people.  Speaking the truth or teaching the word of God must be associated with the subject of unconditional love for that spiritual growth to occur.

2.  “we [pastors] might begin to cause growth into Him with reference to all things,”

a.  The subject “we” refers back to those men with the spiritual gifts mentioned in verse 11, especially the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, which has the major impact during the post canon period of the Church Age.

b.  Pastors are responsible for teaching the word of God and giving their congregation the opportunity to grow up spiritually.  However, the volition of each individual is involved.  Spiritual growth does not occur unless the believer wants to learn and act upon what he or she learns regardless of how much the pastor teaches.


c.  Notice that spiritual growth does not happen by the believer teaching themselves.  Why not?  Because they must be under someone else’s authority.  Believers don’t learn doctrine on their own, because God has made the authority of the pastor an issue in spiritual growth.  If you will not accept the pastor’s authority, you will not accept the authority of the word of God.  And if you do not accept the authority of the word of God, you will not accept the authority of God.  Therefore, God makes His authority an issue by requiring all of us to learn under the authority of someone else.  Therefore, our spiritual growth is always caused by someone else—the teaching of God the Holy Spirit, and the teaching of the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher or the teaching of the evangelist on the mission field.

d.  The pastor’s job is to cause spiritual growth by speaking the truth; that is, by teaching God’s word.  One of the major topics of teaching for new believers is the doctrine of unconditional love.

e.  The pastor’s job is to cause spiritual growth into or in relation to our Lord Jesus Christ.  This prepositional phrase is the short version of Paul’s previous statement at the end of verse 13, “to the stature characterized by the maturity produced by the fullness of Christ.”  Likewise, we have Paul’s statement in Eph 2:21 says, “in relationship with Whom the whole building, while being fitted together, keeps growing into a holy temple in the Lord.”


(1)  Pastor’s teach unconditional love, so that believers will learn to have the same unconditional love that our Lord had in His spiritual life.



(2)  Believers need the same problem solving device of unconditional love in the spiritual life as our Lord had in His spiritual life.



(3)  The more we learn, know, understand, believe, and apply unconditional love in our spiritual life, the more we grow up spiritually and attain to the stature of spiritual maturity or pleroma status of our Lord.


f.  The final phrase indicates that we are to grow up in every area of our spiritual life.  This requires unconditional love in every area of our spiritual life.


(1)  Our spiritual life is a life of unconditional love toward all.


(2)  Every facet of our spiritual life should be characterized by unconditional love.



(3)  Everything in our life is related to our relationship with Christ and His plan, will, and purpose for us as believers within His body.



(4)  God has a plan for our life, and the more unconditional love is involved in all areas of our life the more we live our spiritual life in the manner our Lord lived.



(5)  You will recognize pleroma status when you begin asking yourself “How does unconditional love apply in this situation in life?”  When this begins to occur in all facets of your life, then you are moving beyond spiritual maturity into that area of relationship with the Lord that is the stature characterized by the maturity produced by the fullness of Christ.
3.  “who is the head, Christ,”

a.  Paul adds this qualifying relative clause to indicate two things.

b.  First, our Lord Jesus Christ is the one in authority over all of us.  As our authority He has the right to expect and demand our spiritual growth.

c.  Second, our Lord Jesus Christ is our leader, and as such was the first to accomplish the same spiritual growth in His humanity which He expects of us.


d.  To paraphrase this statement simply: communicators of God’s Word cause spiritual growth into Christ, who is the head of the Church.

e.  Our Lord set the example for us during His hypostatic union or first advent, which is why the title “Christ” is used.  This title emphasizes His mission on earth as the Messiah.

f.  Christ is our role-model for spiritual growth.  In this sense He is our head, our leader, the one whom we follow.

g.  This same concept was emphasized in Eph 1:22-23a, “Furthermore He [God the Father] has subordinated all things [angels and humans] under His [Christ’s] feet; and He has appointed Him ruler over all things with reference to the church, which indeed is His body.”
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