Eph 4:13



- is the improper preposition MECHRI, used as a temporal conjunction as in Gal 4:19, meaning “until.”  With this we have the first person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb KATANTAW, which means “to reach a condition or goal: arrive at, attain, meet; arrive at something, so that one comes to possess it, attain (to) something Eph 4:13; Acts 26:7; Phil 3:11.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which views the event as a probable future fact in its entirety without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers have the potential to produce the action of attaining to something.


The subjunctive mood is used in an indefinite temporal clause after a temporal conjunction, adverb, or improper preposition (HOTAN, HEWS, ACHRI) indicating a future contingency.
Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and adjective PAS, meaning literally “the all ones.”  The article substantivizes the adjective and combines it with the first person plural subject of the verb to produce the English subject “we all.”  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of aim or goal from the feminine singular article and noun HENOTĒS, which means “a state of oneness or of being in harmony and accord: unity; maintain the unity of the spirit Eph 4:3; especially of the unity of Christians with God and Christ.”
  With this we have the genitive of production from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS, used in its passive sense, meaning “what is believed” or “doctrine.”  In the genitive of production, the genitive substantive [PISTIS = doctrine] produces the noun [HENOTĒS = unity] to which it stands related.  This usage of the genitive is translated by the words produced by.  We had this same use of the genitive in Eph 4:3, “making every effort to preserve the unity produced by the Spirit because of the bond produced by peace.”  Paul is expanding on the thought introduced in that statement.  The unity of the royal family of God produced by God the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation through His entering us positionally into union with Christ is to be matched experientially by the attainment of harmony and a spirit of unity among Jews and Gentiles, slaves and free, men and women, rich and poor, etc.
“until we all attain to the unity produced by doctrine;”
- is the explicative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is.”  With this we have the genitive of production from the feminine singular article and noun EPIGNWSIS, meaning “produced by the full knowledge.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “of the Son” plus the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” and referring to God the Father.
“that is, produced by the full knowledge of the Son of God,”
- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the masculine singular noun ANĒR, meaning “an honorable or virtuous man” and is used for both men and women believers, and can be translated as such.  With this we have the masculine singular adjective TELEIOS, which “pertains to being mature, full-grown, mature, adult Eph 4:13; 1 Cor 14:20.”
  The ‘honorable man’ in the spiritual life is the ‘mature believer’.
“resulting in a mature believer,”
- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of goal from the neuter singular noun METRON, meaning “measure Eph 4:7; 2 Cor 10:13; functioning capacity Eph 4:16; attain to the measure of mature age (or stature of the fullness) of Christ Eph 4:13.”
  Then we have the descriptive genitive (which is translated characterized by, described by) from the feminine singular noun HĒLIKIA, which means “maturity used figuratively in Eph 4:13: to the measure of the full maturity of Christ.”
  This is followed by the genitive of production (translated produced by or the descriptive genitive, translated described by) from the neuter singular article and noun PLĒRWMA, which means “produced by the fullness” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ” in the sense of “belonging to Christ.”  The fullness of Christ refers to the PLĒRWMA status of the humanity of Christ as a mature believer.
“to the stature characterized by the maturity produced by the fullness of Christ,”
Eph 4:13 corrected translation
“until we all attain to the unity produced by doctrine; that is, produced by the full knowledge of the Son of God, resulting in a mature believer, to the stature characterized by the maturity produced by the fullness of Christ,”
Explanation:
1.  “until we all attain to the unity produced by doctrine;”

a.  This verse continues the sentence from the previous two verses, “And He gave some apostles, others prophets, others evangelists, others pastor-teachers, for the purpose of equipping the saints for productive service for the purpose and result of the edification of the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity produced by doctrine; that is, produced by the full knowledge of the Son of God, resulting in a mature believer, to the stature characterized by the maturity produced by the fullness [PLĒRWMA status] of Christ, …”

b.  God has given spiritual communication gifts to the Church for the edification of the body of Christ until we all attain to the unity produced by doctrine.

c.  The purpose of spiritual communication gifts to is to communicate divine viewpoint, the thinking of Christ.


d.  When God’s thinking is clearly and accurately communicated and believed by those who listen, then spiritual growth takes place.


e.  Spiritual growth results in unity in the thinking of the royal family of God.  We may not agree on everything in life because of our various likes and dislikes, but we do agree on what God thinks.


f.  One of God’s purposes for the existence of the royal family or Church is to prove to Satan and the fallen angels that those who love God can be united in thinking.  This unity in thinking was corrupted by Satan, when he persuaded one-third of the angels to follow him in his disagreement with God.  God is using human history to prove to Satan that those who were once fallen and antagonistic to God can be restored to unity in thinking with Christ.

g.  The teaching of the word of God produces unity in the royal family.  You might ask, “Then how come so many Christians disagree on biblical doctrines such as baptism, the sacraments, etc?”  We disagree because of false teaching and misunderstanding of the word of God in the original languages.


h.  Once a correct translation of the word of God has been produced within the context of what is being taught, there is perfect unity of understanding under the teaching ministry and influence of the Holy Spirit.  When believers go into carnality, they are often influenced by false teachers and false teaching rather than by the Holy Spirit.  This influence by false doctrine always produces disharmony and disunity.

i.  The correct and accurate teaching of doctrine produces the experiential unity of thinking in the souls of believers to complement the positional unity produced by the baptism of the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation.


j.  The unity produced by doctrine is mentioned in other Scriptures.


(1)  Eph 4:3, “making every effort to preserve the unity produced by the Spirit because of the bond produced by peace.”


(2)  Phil 2:2, “bring to completion my happiness, namely, that you might be thinking the same thing, having that same virtue-love, united in the soul, thinking one and the same thing.”


(3)  Phil 2:5ff, “Keep on thinking this within you, which also [was] in Christ Jesus,…He humbled Himself, by becoming obedient.”


(4)  Phil 4:2, “I urge Euodia and I urge Syntychē [to have] the same thinking in the Lord.”


(5)  Phil 4:7, “Indeed, the spiritual prosperity produced by God, which surpasses all [human and angelic] thinking will protect your hearts; that is, your thoughts in Christ Jesus.”


(6)  Col 3:2, “Keep on thinking objectively about the things above, not the things on the earth.”


(7)  Rom 8:5, “For those [believers] who are (walking) in accordance with the flesh [old sin nature] keep thinking about the things [sin, good, evil] of the flesh, but those [believers] who are (walking) in accordance with the Spirit [filling of Holy Spirit] keep thinking about the things [doctrines] of the Spirit.”


(8)  Rom 12:2-3, “Also, stop being molded [shape one’s behavior] to this age, but be transformed by the renewal of your thinking [renovation of your thought], that you may prove what the will of God is, namely, the good, the pleasing, and the complete.  Therefore I say by virtue of the grace which has been given to me to everyone who is among you stop thinking of self in terms of arrogance beyond what you ought to think, but think for the purpose of being rational without illusion, as God has assigned to each one the standard from doctrine.”


(9)  Rom 12:16, “Be thinking the same thing toward each other.  Stop thinking in terms of arrogance, but associate with humble people.  Stop being wise in your own estimation.”


(10)  Rom 15:5-6, “Now may the God who produces perseverance and encouragement give to you the same thinking [Bible doctrine] among one another according to the standard of Christ Jesus, in order that with one motivation by one voice you may glorify the God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

k.  The function and purpose of the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher is to keep on teaching the word of God until all the believers in the congregation come to the unity of thinking, which is the thinking of Christ.  This unity of thinking is now described as the thinking that is produced in the believer by the epignosis knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

2.  “that is, produced by the full knowledge of the Son of God,”

a.  This clause is an explanatory clause to further define and explain the previous phrase “produced by doctrine.”

b.  Paul defines exactly what that doctrine is.  It is the doctrine produced by the epignosis knowledge of the Son of God.

c.  Epignosis is the doctrine we transfer or metabolize from the left lobe of our soul (NOUS) to the right lobe of our soul (KARDIA) by believing what we have been taught.


d.  Gnosis doctrine is academic information that is understood as objective reality, but it has not been fully accepted by the soul as absolute divine truth.


e.  Epignosis is the doctrine we fully believe and accept as absolute divine truth.

f.  The epignosis doctrine we must learn, understand, and believe is the doctrines about the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ.


g.  The most important thing we must agree upon as members of the royal family is the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ.


(1)  That He is eternal God.


(2)  That He is true humanity, being conceived apart from a human father by the Holy Spirit, and being born without a genetically formed sin nature, and therefore, no imputation of Adam’s original sin.


(3)  That His deity and true humanity are united in one person forever.



(4)  That He came to earth and lived a normal life as a true human being would live, yet without sin, thus being impeccable in His perfect humanity.


(5)  That He willingly agreed to do the will of the Father and be judged on the cross as a substitute for us all.



(6)  That He bore our sins in His own body on the cross and was judged for us.


(7)  That He died a real physical death after His work of being judged in our place.



(8)  That He was really buried and rose from the dead three days after His physical death.



(9)  That He appeared to His disciples in resurrection body and proved that He was in fact the man whom they had lived with for over three years and who had risen from the dead.



(10)  That He ascended into heaven and has been seated at the right hand of God the Father.


h.  We may disagree about the nature and purpose of water baptism, but we cannot disagree about any of the above mentioned doctrines concerning the person and work of our Lord.


i.  Our agreement about the person and work of our Lord produces the unity of thinking within the royal family of God.


j.  Of course there are many other doctrines which need to be learned to advance to spiritual maturity, but without the foundational doctrines about Christ the rest of the doctrines are meaningless.
3.  “resulting in a mature believer,”

a.  God the Father has provided the spiritual communication gifts for the purpose of all of us learning doctrine, which results in a spiritually mature believer.

b.  God’s purpose in communicating His thoughts to believers is so that they will receive a status of thinking known as spiritual maturity.

c.  Just as human beings must grow in their thoughts, beliefs, and understanding, so also as spiritual beings we must grow in our thoughts, beliefs, and understanding.


d.  This passage clearly states that there is such a thing as a mature believer: 

e.  This also clearly states that Bible doctrine; that is, the thinking of our Lord [His thinking] and about our Lord is key to becoming a mature believer.


f.  No believer becomes a mature believer without:



(1)  Knowing about Christ.



(2)  Thinking about Christ.



(3)  Having the unity of thinking with regard to Christ that other orthodox believers have.



(4)  Developing the unity of thinking in the royal family that relates to our Lord.

g.  God gave some apostles, others prophets, others evangelists, others pastor-teachers, for the purpose of equipping the saints until we all attain to the unity produced by the full knowledge of the Son of God resulting in a mature believer.

4.  “to the stature characterized by the maturity produced by the fullness of Christ,”

a.  Paul now defines what spiritual maturity is.  Spiritual maturity is attaining to the stature characterized by the maturity produced by the PLĒRWMA status of Christ.

b.  The “fullness of Christ” is His status as a mature believer, a PLĒRWMA believer.

c.  God the Father’s plan is for all of us to attain the PLĒRWMA status of spiritual maturity.


d.  The PLĒRWMA status of spiritual maturity is the highest standard of spiritual maturity that can be attained by a believer.  It is the spiritual status to which our Lord attained as a true human being.


e.  Our stature as a spiritually mature person is characterized by having the kind of maturity that our Lord had; that is, being filled up with all the fullness of Christ, as Paul will explain in verse 19.


f.  We can have the same mature status or being a PLĒRWMA believer as our Lord had in His humanity.  This is the Father’s plan, will, and purpose for our life.

� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 523). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 338). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 995). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 642). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 436). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.





PAGE  
5

