Eph 4:12



- is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of purpose from the masculine singular article and noun KATARTISMOS, which means “preparation, equipping, or training.”
  Then we have the objective genitive from the masculine plural article and adjective HAGIOS, used as a substantive and meaning “the saints,” referring to all Church Age believers.  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of the goal or end, meaning: “for” plus the neuter singular noun ERGON, meaning “work, action, deed, accomplishment, or production, task.”  With this we have the attributed genitive (in which the head noun ERGON is functioning as an attributive adjective) from the feminine singular noun DIAKONIA, which means “service.”  It is translated “for productive service.”

“for the purpose of equipping the saints for productive service”
 - is the preposition EIS plus either:


1.  The accusative of purpose or goal, indicating that these spiritual gifts of apostleship, prophet, evangelist, and pastor-teacher have been given to Church Age believers for the purpose of the edification of the body of Christ.

2.  The accusative of result:



a.  With OIKODOMĒ in an active sense, indicating that these spiritual gifts of apostleship, prophet, evangelist, and pastor-teacher have been given to Church Age believers resulting in the edification of the body of Christ.


b.  or with OIKODOMĒ in a passive sense: that the body of Christ might be built up.
Theologically there is little or no difference between these ideas.  There is probably a blending of purpose and result here.
The active sense of OIKODOMĒ is found in:

1 Cor 14:3, “But the one who communicates divine revelation speaks edification and encouragement and comfort for the benefit of men.”
1 Cor 14:12, “So also all of you, because you are enthusiasts for the Spirit things strive for the edification []of the church, in order that you might have an abundance.”
1 Cor 14:26b, “All things must happen for the purpose of spiritual strengthening [].”
2 Cor 10:8, “For if I should mention something further concerning our authority, which the Lord has given for the purpose of edification [] and not for the purpose of your destruction, I will not be embarrassed (disgraced or dishonored).”
2 Cor 12:19, “All along you have been thinking that we have been making a defense before you.  We have been speaking in the sight of God in Christ.  And all this, beloved, for the benefit of your edification [].”
2 Cor 13:10, “For this reason I am writing these things while absent, that while present I might not have to act severely in accordance with the authority which the Lord has given to me for the purpose of building up [] and not for the purpose of tearing down.”
Rom 14:19, “Consequently therefore, let us run after the things [doctrines] related to harmony and the things related to each other’s edification [].”
Rom 15:2, “Each one of us [mature believers] must accommodate his neighbor because of the good [the plan of God] for the purpose of edification [].”
Eph 4:29, “ Do not permit any unsound doctrine to go out from your mouth, but whatever is good of intrinsic value for the purpose of edification [], in order that it may give grace-orientation tot he hearers.”
The passive sense of OIKODOMĒ is found in:

1 Cor 14:5, “Moreover I wish that you all spoke in tongues, but even more in order that you might communicate divine revelation.  Now the one who communicates divine revelation is greater than the one who speaks in a foreign language, unless he translates, in order that the church might receive spiritual strengthening [].”
Eph 4:16, “Because of Whom, the entire body, being joined together, and being inculcated by every joint of supply [pastor-teacher] on the basis of the operational power, in measure, one [pastor-teacher] for each part [congregation]; he himself causes the growth of the body resulting in its edification [] by means of virtue-love.”
Note that the passive sense requires another word that supplies the passive idea ( the aorist passive indicative of LAMBANW = to receive;  = the reflexive pronoun used as a possessive pronoun its).  Because we do not have another word in our verse supplying the passive idea, the use of OIKODOMĒ here is the active sense.


With the preposition we have the accusative feminine singular noun OIKODOMĒ, which means “edification, building up.”  This is followed by the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun SWMA, meaning “of the body” and used figuratively of a unified group of people plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ” in the sense “of Christ’s body.”
“for the purpose and result of the edification of the body of Christ,”
Eph 4:12 corrected translation
“for the purpose of equipping the saints for productive service for the purpose and result of the edification of the body of Christ,”
Explanation:
1.  “for the purpose of equipping the saints for productive service”

a.  The sentence thus far says, “And He gave some apostles, others prophets, others evangelists, others pastor-teachers, for the purpose of equipping the saints for productive service for the purpose and result of the edification of the body of Christ,…”  In this portion of the sentence Paul explains the purpose for the Lord Jesus Christ giving spiritual communication gifts to the early Church.  The four spiritual gifts (apostles, prophets, evangelists, and pastor-teachers) are all special spiritual gifts of communication.

b.  These spiritual gifts were essential for the formation and teaching of the canon of the New Testament prior to its completion and circulation.

c.  Paul explains that these spiritual gifts were designed by God for the purpose of equipping all members of the royal family of God for productive service.


d.  Each member of the royal family receives a spiritual gift from the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation.


e.  Each spiritual gift is essential to the function of the body of Christ.  Pastors are not more important than administrators, just as those with the interpretation of tongues were not more important than those with the gift of healing.  Each had its essential place and necessary function in the body.


f.  Certain spiritual gifts had more authority than others, but all were equally essential.


g.  The apostle wasn’t more gifted than someone without the gift of apostleship.  They simply had a spiritual gift that carried with it greater authority as well as greater responsibility.  However, a believer with the gift of helps could be just as productive as any apostle or pastor.  They simply had to grow up spiritually and use their spiritual gift as God intended.


h.  Therefore, the spiritual communication gifts had the purpose of providing each believer with the divine information they needed to know to execute the will, plan, and purpose of God for their life.


i.  A believer with a communication gift equips other believers by using his spiritual gift to communicate God’s will, plan, and purpose for the other members within that body of believers.


j.  If the apostle, prophet, evangelist, or pastor-teacher did not teach doctrine, then other believers were not being equipped for service.

k.  No believer can serve properly until they are first equipped for service.  This is why new believers shouldn’t do anything with their spiritual gift until they learn some doctrine.


l.  To be equipped for service means understanding what God wants you personally to do, and how, when, where, and in what way He wants you to serve Him.  Unfortunately, too many believers go charging up the hill of spiritual service without any ammunition in their soul.  They are empty guns, yelling ‘bang, bang’ and nothing is happening.


m.  Equipping someone for service for God is like preparing a citizen for combat.  He must first go through basic training, which teaches him how to take orders without questioning them, how to use his weapons, how to protect himself, how to be concerned about and care about others in his unit.  Then he moves on to advanced individual training, where he learns how to use his special talents as a soldier.  Finally, he must be integrated into his fighting unit and learn their standard operating procedures.  All of this takes about a year, before that converted citizen becomes effective as a soldier.  So also with soldiers of Christ.  The process of equipping us for spiritual combat takes time.  We have much to learn about our enemies: Satan, the demons, and our sin nature, and much to learn about our Commander’s intent.


n.   So what must we learn to be equipped for productive service.


(1)  We must learn the importance of God’s love for us, and then reciprocate by our own personal love for God, so that what we do will be motivated by the right reasons.


(2)  We must learn the power of prevailing prayer as the greatest weapon God has given to us.



(3)  We must learn the values and standards of the spiritual life, especially the importance of obeying God’s commands.



(4)  We must learn, understand, and execute the great command of the New Testament—to love another as Christ has loved us.



(5)  We must learn the importance of grace.



(6)  We must learn the importance of learning and obeying the word of God.



(7)  We must learn to forgive one another as Christ has forgiven us.



(8)  We must learn basic Bible doctrines, so that we are not led astray by false doctrine.



(9)  We must learn to pass four critical areas of testing: thought, people, system, and disaster testing.



(10)  We must come to a personal sense of destiny and occupation with Christ.  Note that you don’t have to learn what your spiritual gift is (unless it is a communication gift, which requires special preparation), because your spiritual gift will automatically function in a productive manner once you have been properly equipped.


o.  Not all service is productive service.  There are millions of believers doing a lot of serving that is totally non-productive.  Why?  Because they have rejected the teaching of the word of God, which is the only thing that equips them to be productive.  Don’t think that just because you are doing a lot of things around a church or at a Christian school or with a Christian organization that you are doing a lot of productive service.  If the word of God is not your number one priority in life and you are not being influenced by God the Holy Spirit, then you are not equipped for what you are doing, and what you are doing is wood, hay, and straw.


p.  So God has given special communication gifts to certain men, so that they may prepare, train, and equip all the other believers in the royal family for productive Christian service.
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