Eph 3:8
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- is the dative of indirect object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to me” and referring to Paul.  Then we have the appositional dative from the masculine singular article and comparative form of the adjective ELACHISTOS, which means “being the lowest in status, least.  In our literature only rarely as a true superlative: smallest, least; ‘the least of the apostles’ 1 Cor 15:9; ‘you are by no means least among the leaders of Judah Mt 2:6.  Of persons, it means: unimportant Mt 5:19b; 25:40, 45; the comparative is used with the same sense as the superlative to me, the very least Eph 3:8.”
  (“An interesting argument for the authenticity of Ephesians is this autobiographical note in comparison with 1 Cor 15:9.  First Corinthians, on any reckoning, was written earlier than Ephesians.  There, Paul viewed himself as the least of the apostles; here, the circle has widened.  Several scholars see in this statement the stamp of apostolic authenticity, for a forger would be unlikely to make Paul lower than he himself had done.”

This is followed by the genitive of comparison from the masculine plural adjective PAS and the adjective HAGIOS, meaning “of [compared with] all the saints.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to be given.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past historical fact.


The passive voice indicates that Paul received the action of being given this grace.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS with the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this grace.”
“to me, the very least of all the saints, this grace has been given,”
 - is the dative indirect object from the neuter plural article and noun ETHNOS, meaning “to the Gentiles.”  Then we have the aorist middle infinitive from the verb EUAGGELIZW, which means “to proclaim the divine message of salvation: proclaim the gospel, proclaim, or preach.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole Paul’s action of proclaiming the message of eternal salvation through faith alone in Christ alone throughout the Roman Empire.

The middle voice is an indirect or dynamic middle, which lays stress and emphasis on Paul as being personally responsible for producing the action because of his grace gift of apostleship, which has been given to him.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, indicating that the grace of God in giving Paul his spiritual gift was done for the purpose of Paul personally proclaiming the gospel to the Gentiles.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and adjective ANEXICHNIASTOS, which means “inscrutable, incomprehensible, of God’s ways Rom 11:33; of the riches in Christ fathomless Eph 3:8.”
  With this we also have the neuter singular noun PLOUTOS, which means “wealth, riches.”  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ” in the sense of “belonging to Christ.”  We could also translate this “Christ’s unfathomable riches.”
“to proclaim to the Gentiles the fathomless wealth of Chris;”
Eph 3:8 corrected translation
“to me, the very least of all the saints, this grace has been given, to proclaim to the Gentiles the fathomless wealth of Christ;”
Explanation:
1.  “to me, the very least of all the saints, this grace has been given,”

a.  This portion of the sentence says, “for the purpose of which [gospel] I have become a courier according to the gift from God’s grace, which was given to me on the basis of the operation of His power, to me, the very least of all the saints, this grace has been given, to proclaim to the Gentiles the fathomless wealth of Christ,…”

b.  This statement is appositional or explanatory to Paul’s previous statement concerning the grace of God.  In Paul’s previous statement he emphasizes the fact that his spiritual gift came from God’s grace.  In this statement he emphasizes the fact that he did not deserve this gift.

c.  Paul clearly understood and firmly believed that God did everything for him, and he deserved none of it.


d.  Paul is given permission by the Holy Spirit to state a true fact—he is the very least of all the saints.



(1)  This is not self-deprecation by Paul.  This is not false humility.



(2)  This statement is divine inspiration and a statement of absolute fact.


(3)  Paul explains why he was the very least of all Church Age believers in:




(a)  1 Cor 15:9-10a, “For I am the least [most unimportant, most insignificant] of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  However, because of the grace of God I am what I am.”



(b)  2 Cor 12:11, “I have become foolish.  You forced me [into it].  For I ought to be recommended by you, because I was inferior in nothing to the ‘super-apostles’ even though I am nothing.”



(c)  1 Tim 1:15-16, “Faithful [is] the Word and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, concerning which sinners I am the foremost.  Nevertheless, for this reason, I received mercy, in order that in me, the foremost sinner, Christ Jesus might demonstrate His whole patience as a prototype to them who are destined to believe in Him for eternal life.”

e.  We might notice from these statements that Paul considered himself no better than any other Church Age believer, and inferior to no other ‘super-apostle’.  He understood the equality of the royal family on earth.


f.  Paul had the right mental attitude of humility for a member of the royal family.  We are no better and no worse than any other believer, for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Rom 3:23) and everybody commits many sins (Jam 3:2).

g.  The importance of the fact that Paul was the least of all Church Age believers is the fact that if God could save Paul, then God can save anyone.  If God can provide grace for the least of all believers, He can provide grace for the rest of us.


h.  God has given grace to the very least of all believers and to the very best of all believers.  And since the very least is not inferior to the very best and the very best believer is not superior to any other believer, God can be equally gracious to all of us without compromise of His integrity.

i.  God gives grace to all His saints, to the very least and to the very best, because there is no partiality with God.

j.  If God could do the most for the very least, then God can do even more than the most for the very best.


k.  God has given His grace to the very least, so that He might mold them into the very best.  This is what He did for Paul, and the same opportunity is available to each one of us.


l.  No matter how bad you think you are, God’s grace can, does, and will provide for you everything you need to live the spiritual life He has designed for you, that you may glorify Him.

m.  God gives His grace to all His saints.  It is often the worst of believers who take advantage of God’s grace and end up glorifying God the most.  This is why we never criticize or judge any other believer.

2.  “to proclaim to the Gentiles the fathomless wealth of Christ;”

a.  Paul continues by indicating the purpose for which God gave him this grace—to proclaim to the Gentiles the fathomless wealth of Christ.

b.  Paul’s purpose in the spiritual life was the proclaim the gospel to all and teach doctrine to the Gentiles.

c.  The fathomless wealth of Christ includes both the message of salvation through faith alone in Christ and the mystery doctrines of the Church Age.


d.  The fathomless wealth of Christ in this context refers to our union with Christ and the blessings associated with it.


e.  It is impossible to delineate all the blessings that will accrue to the Church Age believer, because the majority of those blessings await us in the eternal state.  Paul stated this same concept, when he wrote 1 Cor 2:9, “‘Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard, in fact it has not entered into the heart of man,’ the things which God [the Father] has prepared for those who keep on loving Him.”

f.  The wealth or riches of the spiritual life both now and in eternity are never ending.  It is not that we cannot understand all that God has, is, and will do for us.  It is that all these things are inexhaustible.  God will keep on being gracious to us and blessing us forever.  There will be no end to it.  That is why God’s grace is fathomless.  God’s grace and love is not unfathomable in the sense of being inscrutable (not being capable of being understood), but His grace and love is fathomless in the sense of being without end.


g.  The fathomless wealth of Christ includes:


(1)  Our eternal salvation.



(2)  Our position in Christ.



(3)  Our spiritual life.



(4)  Our blessings in time.



(5)  Our eternal inheritance.



(6)  Our royal ambassadorship.



(7)  Our royal priesthood.



(8)  Our eternal security.


(9)  Our eternal life.



(10)  Our resurrection body.



(11)  The indwelling of the Trinity.



(12)  The availability of divine power.



(13)  Our access to God.


h.  The wealth of Christ is also mentioned by Paul in:


(1)  Eph 1:3-14, “Worthy of praise [is] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ, since He Himself has elected us in Him [Christ] before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless before Him, having predetermined us for the purpose of adoption through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good intention produced by His will, resulting in the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He has graced us out in the Beloved; by the agency of Whom we have redemption through His blood [spiritual death], the forgiveness of sins, on the basis of the riches of His grace, which He has caused to abound to us by means of all wisdom and practical insight, having revealed to us the mystery of His will according to His good intention, which He planned in Him for the purpose of the administration of the fullness of times, to unite under one head everyone in Christ, those in heaven and those on earth in Him; in Whom also we have received an inheritance, having been predestined according to a predetermined plan from Him who works all things on the basis of the purpose produced by His will, in order that we, the ones previously having confidence in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory, in Whom also, when you heard the message of truth, the good news of your salvation, in Whom also when you believed, you were sealed by means of the promised Holy Spirit, who is the down payment-guarantee of our inheritance until the release of His property resulting in the praise of His glory.”


(2)  Eph 1:18, “since the eyes of your heart have been enlightened, that you may know what is the expectation of His invitation, what is the glorious wealth of His inheritance for the saints,”


(3)  Eph 2:7, “in order that He might show in the coming ages the surpassing riches of His grace in generosity toward us in Christ Jesus.”


(4)  Rom 11:32-36, “For God has locked up the entire human race because of disobedience [Adam’s original sin], in order that He might have mercy on the entire human race.  Oh, the inexhaustibility of His wealth both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable [are] His decisions and untraceable [are] His ways!  For who has known the thinking of the Lord, or has become His advisor?  Or who has given to Him first, so that it will be paid back to him?  Because all things [are] from the source of Him and through the agency of Him and for Him, the glory belongs to Him forever.  I believe it.”


(5)  Phil 4:19, “Now my God shall fill up your every need according to His wealth in glory in Christ Jesus.”


(6)  Col 1:27, “to whom God [the Father] desired to make known what is the wealth of glory with reference to this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”
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