Eph 3:6



- is the present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”  With this we have the accusative subject of the infinitive from the neuter plural article and noun ETHNOS, meaning “the Gentiles.”  This construction is called an accusative absolute, because the article and noun in the accusative case function as the subject of the infinitive, which itself functions like a finite verb.  The construction is absolute because it is not related grammatically to the rest of the sentence.

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now occurring in the Church Age.  It is also a gnomic present for a principle of doctrine and universal truth.


The active voice indicates that the Gentiles produce the action of being what is further described in this passage.


The infinitive is an infinitive of content, indicating the content of what has been previously described by the action of the main verb (“to be revealed”).  It is translated “that.”
“that the Gentiles are”
- is the predicate accusative from the neuter plural adjective SUGKLĒRONOMOS, which means “inheriting together with: co-heir Eph 3:6; Heb 11:9; 1 Pet 3:7; co-heir with Christ Rom 8:17.”
  This could also be translated “fellow-heirs” or “co-inheritors.”  Then we have the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the predicate accusative from the neuter plural adjective SUSSWMOS, meaning “belonging to or of the same body.”  Again we have the connective KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate accusative from the neuter plural adjective SUMMETOCHOS, which means “having a share with another in some possession or relationship, sharing with someone in something Eph 3:6; sharing with them, casting one’s lot with them 5:7.”
  This can be translated “fellow-sharers.”
“fellow-heirs and fellow-members of the same body and fellow-sharers”
- is the objective genitive from the feminine singular article and noun EPAGGELIA, which means “of the promise.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular proper nouns CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “in Christ Jesus.”  Finally, we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means, meaning “though or by means of the gospel.”  The ablative of means is used to indicate impersonal means.
“of the promise in Christ Jesus by means of the gospel,”
Eph 3:6 corrected translation
“that the Gentiles are fellow-heirs and fellow-members of the same body and fellow-sharers of the promise in Christ Jesus by means of the gospel,”
Explanation:
1.  “that the Gentiles are”

a.  This portion of the sentence says, “which in other generations was not made known to the sons of mankind, with the result that it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by the agency of the Spirit, that the Gentiles are fellow-heirs and fellow-members of the same body and fellow-sharers of the promise in Christ Jesus by means of the gospel,…”

b.  The word “that” introduces the explanation of the content of the mystery doctrine, which was not made known to the sons of mankind in other generations.

c.  Therefore, this verse is a further explanation and reiteration of the fact that the new, mystery doctrine of the Church Age is that the Gentiles are no longer aliens and strangers to God’s plan for Israel, but now share in all the same benefits, privileges, and opportunities as any Jewish believer.


d.  The mystery doctrine of the baptism of the Spirit with its resultant union with Christ is for Jew and Gentile alike.  However, Paul emphasizes the Gentile believer here, because the Gentile believer is the one who was formerly considered far away from God and a stranger to God.


e.  The new doctrine, never before revealed, is that the Gentiles in their relationship with Christ share everything with the Jewish believers.  There is no longer any partiality.

2.  “fellow-heirs and fellow-members of the same body and fellow-sharers of the promise”

a.  Paul now describes three things which the Gentile believers share in common with Jewish believers.


(1)  Gentile believers are fellow-heirs.




(a)  Both Jews and Gentiles equally share in the inheritance of Jesus Christ as the adopted sons of God.




(b)  The adopted son inherited everything from the father.  We are adopted by God the Father as sons of God, just as Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  Therefore, we share in the same inheritance from God the Father as our Lord does.



(c)  Paul states this same principle in:





i.  Rom 8:17, “Now if children, also heirs; on the one hand heirs of God [the Father], and on the other hand fellow-heirs with Christ, if indeed we become fellow-sufferers, that we might also be glorified with Christ.”




ii.  Gal 3:18, “For if the inheritance [eternal salvation] is through the Law [but it is not], [it is] no longer from the source of the promise.  But God showed Himself to be gracious to Abraham by means of a promise.”




iii.  Gal 3:29, “But if you belong to Christ [and you do], certainly you are the children of Abraham, the heirs on the basis of the promise.”




iv.  Tit 3:7, “in order that, having become righteous by means of His grace, we might become heirs of eternal life according to confident expectation.”




v.  Eph 1:14, “who [God the Holy Spirit] is the down payment-guarantee of our inheritance until the release of His property resulting in the praise of His [God the Father’s] glory.”




vi.  Eph 1:18, “since the eyes of your heart have been enlightened, that you may know what is the expectation of His invitation, what is the glorious wealth of His inheritance for the saints,”




vii.  Col 1:12, “Giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us for a share in the inheritance of the saints by the light [of the word of God];”




viii.  Col 3:24, “knowing that you will receive for yourselves the reward of your inheritance.  You serve the Lord Christ.”



(d)  Peter also mentions this principle in 1 Pet 1:3-4, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy [compassion] caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, for an imperishable inheritance not only undefiled but also unfading, having been guarded in the heavens for you.”



(e)  All Church Age believers, whether Jew or Gentile share in the same inheritance of eternal life and eternal rewards and blessings.


(2)  Gentile believers are fellow-members of the same body.




(a)  All Church Age believers, whether Jew or Gentile, male or female, slave or freeman are members of the same body.



(b)  This principle is mentioned extensively in the New Testament.




i.  Rom 12:4-5, “For example, just as we have many parts in one body and all the parts do not have the same function, so we, the many, are one body in Christ, and individually parts of one another.”




ii.  1 Cor 12:12-13, “For just as the body is one [body] and has many parts, and yet all the parts of the body, although they are many, are one body, so also Christ.  For indeed, we all have been baptized [identified] by one Spirit into one body, whether Jews or Greeks or slaves or freemen, in fact we were all caused to drink one Spirit.”




iii.  1 Cor 12:27, “But all of you are the body of Christ and members individually.”




iv.  Eph 4:4, “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called [efficacious grace] with reference to one hope of your calling.”




v.  Eph 4:12, “for the purpose of equipping the saints [teaching doctrine], for the production [work, occupation] of [Christian] service, for the edification of the body of Christ.”




vi.  Eph 4:16, “Because of whom [Lord Jesus Christ], the entire body, being joined together [baptism of Spirit], and being inculcated by every joint of supply [pastor-teacher] on the basis of the operational power [filling of the Holy Spirit], in measure, one [pastor-teacher] for each part [congregation]; he himself causes the growth of the body resulting in its edification by means of virtue-love.”




vii.  Eph 5:23, “Because the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the Church, He Himself is the savior of the body.”




viii.  Eph 5:29-30, “For no one ever yet hated his own body, but nourishes and provides tender care for her, just as Christ also the Church; for we are members of His body.”




ix.  Col 1:18, “Moreover, He is the head of the body, the Church, the One who is the origin, the first-born out from the dead, that He Himself might be the leader among all [believers].”




x.  Col 1:24, “Now I keep on rejoicing because of my sufferings as a substitute for you; that is, I complete my need [deficiencies] of Christ’s afflictions in my flesh as a substitute for His body, which body is the Church,”




xi.  Col 2:19, “and they do not hold fast to the Head [the Lord Jesus Christ], from whom all the body [of believers], being supplied and held together by the joints and ligaments [pastor-teachers], keeps on growing the growth from God.”




xii.  Col 3:15, “Furthermore, let the prosperity of Christ rule in your hearts for which prosperity you were called into one body; and become thankful ones.”


(3)  Gentile believers are fellow-sharers of the promise.




(a)  In order to understand this principle, we must first understand what the promise is.




i.  The promise is defined by Peter in his speech on Pentecost concerning the gift of the filling of the Holy Spirit, Acts 2:38, “Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’”  The promise is eternal salvation, which includes the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the regeneration by and indwelling, filling, and sealing of the Holy Spirit.





ii.  The promise is defined by Paul in Rom 4:16 as being the promise of eternal salvation, “For this reason, [it (salvation) is] by means of faith, in order that [it might be] in accordance with grace, that the promise [of salvation] might be reliable to all the seed, not only to those from the Law, but also to those [Gentiles] from Abraham’s faith, who is the prototype with reference to all of us”




iii.  In 2 Pet 3:9, Peter refers to the Lord of the promise.  The Lord is the one who promises eternal salvation to anyone who believes in Him.  “The Lord of the promise is not hesitating, as some regard hesitation, but continues being patient with reference to you, because He is not willing that anyone should perish, but that all make room for a change of mind.”




iv.  Paul describes in 2 Cor 6:16-7:1 our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ at salvation in terms of all the promises God has made related to that relationship, “And what sort of mutual agreement does the temple of God have with idols?  Therefore, we are the temple of the living God, just as God said, ‘I will live in them, and walk [among them] and I will be their God and they will be My people.’ ‘Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,’ says the Lord, ‘and stop touching what is unclean, and I will welcome you.  And I will be a father to you, and you will be sons and daughters to Me,’ says the Lord, the Omnipotent One.  Therefore, because we keep on having these promises, beloved ones, let us purify ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, in order to complete holiness because of respect for God.”




v.  The promise is related to our eternal life, 2 Tim 1:1, “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God according to the promise of life, which [is] in Christ Jesus,”




vi.  The writer of Hebrews relates the promise to our eternal life with its blessings for eternity, Heb 9:15, “For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance” as does Paul in 1 Tim 4:8, “for physical training is beneficial only a little, but respect for God is beneficial with reference to all things, because it has a promise for the present and the future life.”




vii.  The promise is related to God’s promise of eternal life in:






(i)  Rom 9:8, “This means the physical descendants [racial Jews], these [are] not the children of God, but the children of the promise are considered as seed.”





(ii)  Gal 4:28, “But you, brethren, are the children of the promise similar to Isaac.”





(iii)  Acts 13:32, “And we preach to you the good news of the promise made to the fathers.”





(iv)  Gal 3:29, “But if you belong to Christ and you do, certainly you are the children of Abraham, the heirs on the basis of the promise.”



(b)  Gentile and Jewish believers of the Church Age share the same promise of eternal life, the same promise of blessings for time and eternity, the same promise of being heirs of God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.




(c)  The Gentile believers of the Church are no longer excluded from the promises of God as they were when God gave unconditional promises to Israel in the form of the four unconditional covenants to Israel.  Now the Gentiles share with the Jewish believer in all the promises that God gives to believers in the new mystery doctrines of the Church Age.

3.  “in Christ Jesus by means of the gospel,”

a.  We are fellow-heirs because of our unique relationship to Christ Jesus by means of our faith, trust, and confidence in His promise of eternal life for anyone who believes in Him.

b.  We are fellow-members of the same body because of our unique relationship with our Lord.

c.  We are fellow-sharers of all His promises to us because we are in union with Him.


d.  The means of making all of these things happen was our faith in His promise of eternal life; that is, our faith in the gospel message of salvation through faith alone in Christ alone.


e.  God made a promise to save anyone who had confidence in the salvation offered by our Lord Jesus Christ.  That promise resulted in eternal life related to our relationship with Jesus Christ.

f.  God keeps His promise of eternal life with all of its attendant eternal rewards and blessings to both Jews who believe in Him as well as Gentiles who believe in Him.


g.  There is no partiality with God because the promise of eternal life is given to every member of the human race.


h.  Everything we share as Church Age royal family of God we share because of our relationship in Christ Jesus by means of our faith in Him; that is, our faith in His message of eternal salvation.

i.  We have trusted in Him, and therefore, He has promised that we will share everything with Him.
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