Eph 3:5



- is the appositional nominative from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the mystery doctrine of union with Christ previously mentioned.  Then we have the locative of time from the feminine plural adjective HETEROS, meaning “in other” and the noun GENEA, which means “generations; of an undefined time period: period of time, ages Lk 1:50; to all generations Eph 3:21; from earliest times Col 1:26; from ancient times Acts 15:21; at other times Eph 3:5; in past ages Acts 14:16.”
  This is followed by the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” with the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb GNWRIZW, which means “to be made known.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which presents the action as a past, historical fact.


The passive voice indicates that the mystery doctrine of union with Christ received the action of not being made known.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the article and noun HUIOS, meaning “to the sons.”  With this we have genitive of relationship from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “of man” or “mankind.”
“which in other generations was not made known to the sons of mankind”
- is the conjunction HWS, used as a “marker of result in connection with indication of purpose, meaning: so that or with the result that Heb 3:11; 4:3.”
 Then we have the adverb of time NUN, meaning “now” followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb APOKALUPTW, which means “to be revealed.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which regards the entire action as a past, completed fact.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”

The passive voice indicates that the mystery doctrine of union with Christ received the action of being revealed.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural article and adjective HAGIOS with the noun APOSTOLOS, which means “to the holy apostles.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Then we have the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the dative indirect object from the masculine plural noun PROPHĒTĒS, which means “prophets” and refers to the men in the pre-canon period of the Church Age with the temporary spiritual gift of prophet.  The Granville-Sharp rule does not apply here, because the nouns are in the plural rather than the singular.
“with the result that it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets”
- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of agency from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “by the agency of the Spirit.”
“by the agency of the Spirit,”
Eph 3:5 corrected translation
“which in other generations was not made known to the sons of mankind, with the result that it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by the agency of the Spirit,”
Explanation:
1.  “which in other generations was not made known to the sons of mankind”

a.  This part of the sentence reads: “you ought to be able to understand my insight concerning the mystery about Christ, which in other generations was not made known to the sons of mankind, with the result that it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by the agency of the Spirit,…”

b.  In this portion of the sentence Paul makes it very clear that the fact that all Church Age believers would be united as a new spiritual species in Christ, and that Christ would indwell every Church Age believer was never revealed in the Old Testament Scriptures or by any manner of revelation of God to man.

c.  All of the unique features of the Church Age as well as the Church Age itself as a dispensation of human history were a mystery, a secret.  That means that God kept this period of human history a secret from both angels and mankind.


d.  The Church Age was an unexpected event in human history by Satan and the fallen angels, because the Church Age is the period of human history, when a unique segment of the human race demonstrates both reciprocal love for God and unconditional love for mankind as a corporate testimony against Satan and the fallen angels.


e.  The Church is a surprise witness in the Supreme Court of Heaven and Satan’s appeal trial.


f.  God kept the Church and the all that He would do for the Church, including the unique and very special relationship Jesus Christ would have with His body and bride a secret from mankind as well as the fallen angels.  This was done so that the believers of the Old Testament period of human history would not become discouraged by knowing that they were not a part of this special, unique group of believers.


g.  Mankind did not have a need to know that God was going to do something unique in human history by uniting all races, ethnics groups, tribes, and even males and females into union with Christ until God, in His perfect timing, was ready to reveal this.

h.  The fact this mystery was hidden is also mentioned by Paul in:



(1)  Col 1:26-27, “the mystery which has been hidden from eternity past and from the generations—but now is being revealed for the benefit of His saints, to whom God [the Father] desired to make known what is the wealth of glory with reference to this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”


(2)  Rom 16:25-26, “Now to Him [Father] who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and proclamation about Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which has been concealed during the eternal ages [past history], but now [the mystery] is revealed through even the prophetic Scriptures by the command of the eternal God, having been made known to all the Gentiles for the purpose of obedience to doctrine,”

i.  God inserted or intercalated the Church Age into human history with all its unique blessings.


(1)  Intercalation means insertion.  The Jewish dispensation was interrupted by the insertion of a new dispensation.  The strategic victory of Jesus Christ at the cross, resurrection, ascension, and session at the right hand of the Father immediately demanded that the Jewish Age be interrupted, and that a new dispensation be inserted.



(2)  The new dispensation that was inserted was the dispensation of the royal family of God.  It generally derives its name from its classroom, the local church.  When the royal family meets in the local church, they have no rights or privileges, only the opportunity for concentration and good manners under the ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  One teaches and all learn.  A better term for this period would be the age of the royal family of God.



(3)  Intercalation is the intensified stage of the angelic conflict.  The calling out of the royal family immediately intensified the angelic conflict.



(4)  The doctrine pertaining to the Church Age is called ‘mystery’ because it was not known to the Old Testament prophets and writers of Scripture.  Rom 16:25‑26; Eph 3:1, 6; Col 1:26‑27.


(5)  Doctrines pertaining to the Church Age are not found in the Old Testament Scriptures.  Where Church Age information would have occurred, there is a parenthesis.   Doctrine pertinent to the Church Age is inserted, intercalated by the New Testament epistles.   Illustrations of the great parenthesis concept in the Old Testament are:



(a)  Between Dan 2:40( )41.




(b)  Dan 7:23( )24.




(c)  Dan 8:22( )23, 11:35( )36; Hos 3:4( )5, 5:15( )6:1.




(d)  Ps 22:22( )23.




(e)  Isa 61:2a( )b.



(6)  The Old Testament reveals doctrine up to the session of Christ, and then skips the Church Age and reveals information about the Tribulation, Second Advent, and Millennial reign of Christ.  But never once does the Old Testament mention the Church Age.  That is why the baptism of the Holy Spirit was so shocking on the day of Pentecost.  No one expected it.  Today, covenant theologians ignore the Church Age as an intercalated dispensation.  Dispensational theology is correct.  Covenant theology is not correct.  The Church is not under the New Covenant to Israel.


(7)  We are unique in the Church Age because:




(a)  The baptism of the Holy Spirit makes us royal family of God in union with Christ.




(b)  The universal indwelling of all three members of the Trinity, as a guarantee of our future blessings.




(c)  The universal priesthood and royal ambassadorship of the believer.




(d)  The sealing of the Holy Spirit.




(e)  We have a completed Canon of Scripture.




(f)  We have our very own portfolio of invisible assets.




(g)  We have a unique spiritual life.




(h)  God has provided a plan for each believer that requires precisely correct procedure or protocol.



(i)  We have equal privilege and equal opportunity.




(j)  We have the availability of divine power in the filling of the Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul.




(k)  No prophecy needs to be fulfilled.




(l)  We are invisible heroes.




(m)  We are given the new commandment to love one another, following the example of our Lord Jesus Christ.
2.  “with the result that it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets”

a.  Now Paul gives us the result of the mystery doctrines of the Church Age being hidden from mankind in past generations.  The result is that this mystery doctrine has now been revealed to two categories of communicators of doctrine during the pre-canon period of the Church Age.

b.  The Church Age is subdivided into two periods of human history.


(1)  The pre-canon period extends from the day of Pentecost in 30 A.D. until John completed the New Testament Canon on the island of Patmos in 96 A.D.



(2)  The post canon period of the Church Age extends from 96 A.D. until the Rapture or exit-resurrection of the Church.


c.  During the pre-canon period of the Church Age, God the Holy Spirit provided a lot of temporary spiritual gifts to make up for the fact there was not a complete canon of Scripture.  Someone had to teach the content of the New Testament prior to it being put into writing, copied, assembled, and then circulated.

d.  Therefore, God the Holy Spirit provided several temporary spiritual gifts that were essential in the formation and teaching of New Testament doctrine during the writing and collection of the New Testament Canon.  These temporary spiritual gifts included the spiritual gift of apostle, prophet, and knowledge.


e.  The spiritual gift of apostle was the spiritual gift that focused upon the writing of New Testament Scripture, formation of local churches, and missionary activity.


f.  The spiritual gifts of prophet and knowledge focused on teaching the mystery doctrines of the Church Age prior to their composition in Scripture.


g.  Once the New Testament mystery doctrines were put down in writing and the Canon began to be assembled, copied and circulated, then the spiritual gift of New Testament prophet and the spiritual gift of knowledge was no longer necessary and both were phased out.

h.  Paul mentions a list of temporary spiritual gifts in 1 Cor 12:8-10, “For the ability to proclaim and teach the message of wisdom is being given by the Spirit to one person, but the ability to proclaim and teach the message of knowledge [is being given] to the other person on the basis of the same Spirit, faith [is being given] by the same Spirit to some, but the spiritual gift of healing [is being given] by the one Spirit to another, but to another the activity of miracles [is being given], to another the gift of prophesy, to another the differentiation between spirits, to another kinds of languages, but to another the translation of languages.”

i.  The rank order of temporary spiritual gifts is given in 1 Cor 12:28-29, “And so God has indeed appointed in the Church first commanders [apostles], second prophets, third teachers, then the power to perform miracles, then the gifts of healings, helps, administration, kinds of languages.  They are not all apostles, are they?  No.  They are not all prophets, are they?  No.  They are not all teachers, are they?  No.  They are not all miracle-workers, are they?  No.”

j.  The importance of unconditional love over any spiritual gift is mentioned in 1 Cor 13:2, “And if I have the spiritual gift of prophecy and I know all the mysteries; that is, all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains from one place to another place, but I do not have unconditional love, I am nothing.”

k.  The fact that prophecy would cease with the completed canon of Scripture is mentioned in 1 Cor 13:8-10, “Unconditional love never becomes invalid.  But if prophecies, they will cease.  If the spiritual gift of speaking in foreign languages, they will stop.  If the spiritual gift of knowledge, it will cease.  For we know in part and we prophesy in part.  But when the completed [Canon] has come, the partial [temporary spiritual gifts] will cease.”

l.  Therefore, the unique and new doctrines of the Church Age, such as the unity of all believers in Christ, was revealed to men with the spiritual gift of apostleship and prophecy, knowledge and wisdom, so that they in turn could teach these things to the royal family of God before the completion of the Canon.


m.  Once the secret doctrines of the Church Age were revealed to the apostles and men with the spiritual gift of prophecy, these men taught these doctrines in the local assemblies of believers.  They also wrote these things into the letters and documents that would become the completed canon of Scripture.


n.  This verse may give us a clue as to why people like Mark, Luke, and Jude were permitted to write Scripture even though they did not have the spiritual gift of apostle.  They probably had the spiritual gift of prophet, and therefore, were authorized to write Scripture based upon the revelation of the mystery doctrines of the Church Age to them by the inspiration of God the Holy Spirit.

3.  “by the agency of the Spirit,”

a.  This phrase is a reference to the inspiration of Scripture by God the Holy Spirit.

b.  God the Holy Spirit so supernaturally directed the writers of Scripture (apostles and prophets), that without waving their human intelligence, vocabulary, individuality, literary style, personality, personal feelings, or any other human factor, His complete and coherent message to mankind was recorded with perfect accuracy in the original languages of Scripture, the very words bearing the authority of divine authorship.

c.  The Holy Spirit is the agent within the Trinity that reveals God’s Word to mankind.


d.  The Holy Spirit never revealed anything regarding the Church Age to any human author of Scripture prior to the day of Pentecost.


e.  However, when the Church Age began, the Holy Spirit is the agent of spiritual gifts, including both apostles and prophets as the teachers of the mystery doctrines of the Church Age.


f.  What the Holy Spirit revealed to those men with the temporary spiritual gifts of apostle and prophet has now been permanently recorded in the New Testament canon of Scripture.  The teaching ministry of the mystery doctrine of our relationship to Christ and His relationship to us is carried on by the permanent spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.
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