Eph 3:4



- is the preposition PROS plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “with regard to which” or “with reference to which.”  The relative pronoun refers to the revelation of mystery doctrine made known to Paul, which he has previously written to the Ephesians in brief.
“with reference to which,”
- is the second person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”

The present tense is a tendential and customary present for what is reasonably expected and proposed by Paul with regard to the recipients of the letter.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning, the recipients of this letter producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of reality.

This is followed by the second person nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb ANAGINWSKW, which means “to read aloud” and used of the public reading of Scripture, as in: Lk 4:16; Acts 15:21; 13:27; 2 Cor 3:15; Col 4:16; 1 Thes 5:27.”


The present tense is a descriptive or pictorial present, which presents a picture to the mind of the reader of what of will take place.

The active voice indicates that the recipients of this letter produce the action.


The participle is a participle of result (see Wallace, page 637f), which indicates the actual outcome or result of the action of the main verb.  It can be translated “as a result of the public reading.”
Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb NOEW, which means “to grasp or comprehend something on the basis of careful thought: perceive, apprehend, understand, or gain an insight into.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a fact.

The active voice indicates that the readers of this letter will produce the action of understanding what Paul is teaching.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is used after verbs such as DUNAMAI to complete their meaning.

“as a result of the public reading, you ought to be able to understand”
- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun SUNESIS, which means “the content of understanding or comprehension, insight, understanding into or of something Eph 3:4; 2 Tim 2:7.”
  With this we have the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus dative of reference from the neuter singular article and noun MUSTĒRION, which means “about or concerning the mystery.”  Finally, we have the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS, meaning “about Christ.”
“my insight concerning the mystery about Christ,”
Eph 3:4 corrected translation
“with reference to which, as a result of the public reading, you ought to be able to understand my insight concerning the mystery about Christ,”
Explanation:
1.  “with reference to which,”

a.  This portion of Paul’s thought says, “that as a result of revelation, this mystery was made known to me, just as I have written to you briefly, with reference to which, as a result of the public reading, you ought to be able to understand my insight concerning the mystery about Christ,”

b.  Paul continues his thought by describing to these new believers that they should be able to comprehend and understand the meaning, importance, and significance of the new doctrines concerning the union of all Church Age believers in Christ.

c.  Paul mentions in this phrase that he is still taking about the same mystery doctrine regarding the new species in Christ that he discussed previously in Eph 2:11-22.

2.  “as a result of the public reading, you ought to be able to understand”

a.  Paul’s main thought here is that these new believers ought to be able to understand exactly what he is saying/teaching.

b.  Remember that there were a great number of new believers in and around the area of Ephesus and Western Asia Minor in the last five years since Paul had actually been there.  Paul is writing to many relatively new believers that had not been the beneficiaries of his face-to-face teaching regarding the unity of the Jews and Gentiles in Christ.

c.  The reason these believers ought to be able to understand what he is teaching is that they have the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit to help them.  This teaching ministry of the Spirit was mentioned by our Lord in Jn 14:16-17, 26, “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.”  “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.”

d.  Paul also adds a qualifying phrase here that is critical to understanding what he is saying.  The qualifying phrase is “as a result of the public reading” of his letter.  The public reading of his letter was done by the pastor-teacher of the local church.  The public reading of his letter also included the public explanation of what Paul meant.


e.  The pastor-teacher was obligated to first read and understand Paul’s letter and words himself before he stood up and read the letter publicly to the congregation.  The public reading of the letter was also the public teaching of the letter.


f.  Therefore, Paul emphasizes the importance of the public reading of his letter by placing this qualifying participle between the main verb (to be able) and its complement (to understand).  Literally, Paul is saying “you ought to be able, by the public reading, to understand.”

g.  These believers were not going to understand all that God desired that they understand by their reading of the epistle.  Paul wanted it to be publicly read and explained, which required the assembly of the local church.  We know this from two other statements in Paul’s letters where he also refers to the public reading of his letters.



(1)  1 Thes 5:27, “I solemnly charge you because of the Lord to have this letter read to all the brethren.”


(2)  Col 4:16, “And when this letter has been exegeted in your presence, do it, in order that it [this letter] might also be exegeted in the assembly of the Laodiceans, and in order that you might also exegete the letter from the Laodiceans.”  To exegete a letter means to thoroughly explain it.  It is the detailed teaching of the contents of a written document.

h.  Paul fully expected this letter to be publicly read, taught, and explained.  Once that had happened, he was certain that the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit would make what Paul was teaching a reality to the minds of these believers.


i.  There is nothing wrong with the private reading of the Scriptures.  That should be done, and be done often.  But your private reading of the Scriptures should be based upon what you have first been taught publicly through the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.  Once you have comprehension, then you can read the correct understanding of the passage over and over again for inculcation.


j.  Paul understood the importance of the proper teaching of the new doctrines of the Church Age.  This is why he had a traveling seminary of trained pastors whom he was able to send out as trouble-shooters to assist local pastors when false doctrine arose.

k.  Paul always sent his letters with someone who understood his teaching and could explain the doctrinal content of the letters he wrote.  This letter would be no different.


l.  Understanding the importance of the union of all believers in Christ through the baptism of the Spirit was a critical new doctrine in the Church Age.  This doctrine needed to be correctly understood for the proper application of the great command of the Church Age to love one another.
3.  “my insight concerning the mystery about Christ,”

a.  Paul now describes the content of exactly what these new believers should be able to understand.  They should be able to understand Paul’s insight or understanding of the new doctrine about all believers being in union with Christ.

b.  The mystery about Christ is the fact that all believers of the Church Age are united in Christ and that Christ indwells all Church Age believers.  We are all in Him as He is in all of us.

c.  This doctrine was a mystery, a secret never before revealed in human history to angels or mankind.  It was a secret doctrine, which God did not reveal until the new dispensation of grace and the union of all believers in Christ.


d.  Paul had gradually learned this doctrine from the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit and the revelation of Church Age doctrine to Paul by the Lord Himself.


e.  This doctrine was first revealed to Peter (Acts 10-11), but was only fully developed and taught by Paul.  Although the union of Jews and Gentiles in Christ was clearly revealed to Jews such as Peter, John, and James the half brother of our Lord, who was the head of the Jerusalem church, these Jewish believers had a difficult time accepting this doctrine.  Therefore, the Lord turned this doctrine over to the apostle Paul to fully develop and teach; which is a major reason why we have this letter to the Ephesians.


f.  Paul understood how important it was to recognize that there was no partiality with God, and that all God’s human creatures (both Jew and Gentile) now were given equal privilege, equal opportunity, and equal assets to execute the spiritual life provided by God.

g.  Paul understood how important it was for all believers to drop their prejudices and partialities, and become united in spirit with one mind.  He says this many times in his letters.



(1)  Phil 2:1-2, “Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, and there is, if there is any comfort from love, and there is, if there is any fellowship [association, partnership] with the Spirit, and there is, if there is any affections [emotional response to doctrine] and mercies, and there are, bring to completion my happiness, namely, that you might be thinking the same thing, having that same virtue-love, united in the soul, thinking one and the same thing.”


(2)  Rom 12:16, “Be thinking the same thing toward each other.  Stop thinking in terms of arrogance, but associate with humble people.  Stop being wise in your own estimation.”


(3)  Eph 4:3, “Be diligent to guard the unity of the Spirit by means of the bond of peace [reconciliation].”

h.  We ought to be able to understand Paul’s insight into the new Church Age doctrine about Christ because we have the public teaching of the pastor-teacher and the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit to make it clear.


i.  The mystery about Christ was the new doctrine about the believer’s relationship with Christ.  That relationship was a new, unique relationship that placed every believer into union with Christ and placed the Lord Jesus Christ in the body of the Church Age believer.  This was and is a unique relationship with God that never occurred before in human history and would never exist again after the resurrection of the Church.  We ought to be able to understand this.
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