Eph 3:2



- is the first class conditional particle EI with the enclitic particle GE, “which serves to focus the attention upon a single idea, and place it, as it were, in the limelight.” 

 Together they mean “if indeed, inasmuch as Eph 3:2; 4:21; Col 1:23; Gal 3:4; 2 Cor 5:3.”
  Then we have the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear about.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety but emphasizes the results of a completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has/have.”

The active voice indicates that the believers to whom Paul writes have produced the action in the past.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
“—inasmuch as you have heard about”
- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun OIKONOMIA, which means “the administration of a household; stewardship.”  With this we have the objective genitive from the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS, which means “of the grace.”  Then we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”
“the administration of the grace of God”
- is the appositional genitive from the feminine singular articular aorist passive participle from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to be given.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “which.”

The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The passive voice indicates that Paul received the action at the point of salvation as a part of his spiritual gift.


The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the Ephesians having heard about Paul being the apostle to the Gentiles.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to me.”  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of relationship from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for you” in the sense of “for your benefit.”
“which was given to me for your benefit,”
Eph 3:2 corrected translation
“—inasmuch as you have heard about the administration of the grace of God, which was given to me for your benefit,”
Explanation:
1.  “—inasmuch as you have heard about”

a.  The particle EI introduces the protasis of a first class condition, which continues through verse twelve, where the word DIO introduces the apodosis of the sentence.

b.  The two Greek particles EI GE indicate that the believers to whom Paul writes had definitely heard in the past about the administration of God’s grace which was given to Paul.  This is critical because it establishes the fact that the writer was not unknown to the readers, and therefore, it further establishes the genuineness of this letter as being from Paul.

c.  These believers have heard about Paul’s spiritual gift and seen it in action during the three years he spent teaching in Ephesus, and this only five years previously.


d.  These believers knew Paul and had learned from his teaching that Paul was commissioned by the Lord Jesus Christ to go to the Gentiles and offer God’s eternal salvation on the one hand.


e.  On the other hand, the Lord had commissioned Paul to teach these Gentiles about the new mystery doctrines of the Church Age.  One of the most critical doctrines Paul was to teach and inculcate was the unity of the Jew and Gentile into one new spiritual species in Christ as the royal family of God.  Paul now mentions this commission.

2.  “the administration of the grace of God”

a.  The word “dispensation” used in many translations (such as the KJV) is an old English word that refers to the office and function of a person who has been given the authority by a superior to accomplish a mission.  Another English word which describes this is stewardship.

b.  A steward is a person who has been given the authority and job by his boss to accomplish a task or get something done.  We use this word with this meaning in the English, when we talk about a shop steward.  He is the man in charge of a group of people that manufacture something for the owner of the business.  The owner of the business gives authority to the shop steward to delegate the work and manage the people working in the shop.

c.  Paul was the Lord Jesus Christ’s shop steward to the Gentiles.


d.  Paul’s mission was to convert the Gentiles, establish churches, and teach the new concepts of grace and love that God has put into operation for the Church.


e.  Paul not only had the office of administration of the grace of God as an apostle, but he also had the mission to administer the plan, purpose, and program of God for making God’s grace known to the Gentiles.


f.  Paul administered God’s grace to the Gentiles in several ways:



(1)  He evangelized them by grace.



(2)  He taught them about the grace of God.



(3)  He revealed to them the great mystery of God’s grace for the Church Age that they were now equal with all Jewish believers through their personal relationship with Christ.


g.  When Paul had spent three years teaching in Ephesus, he taught the Gentile and Jewish believers there that they were one in Christ.  He taught them the doctrine of the unity of the royal family of Jews and Gentiles in union with Christ.


h.  Therefore, they had heard this doctrine in the past, and what he is teaching here is a reminder of what he had taught before.


i.  God’s grace has been extended to these Gentiles as never before in human history, and Paul was responsible for getting that message to the Gentiles.

3.  “which was given to me for your benefit,”

a.  Paul’s spiritual gift, service for Christ, and entire program of missionary activity was designed by the grace of God for the benefit of Gentile believers.

b.  The Lord Jesus Christ had given a mission to Paul to go to the Gentiles and evangelize them.  Once evangelized, he was to organize them into assembles or local churches.  Having accomplished this he was to train and teach them the new doctrines of the Church Age, which were revealed to him through the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.

c.  Everything Paul did in his life that was within the will of God was done for the benefit and spiritual advance of the Gentile believers.


d.  One of the most important things the Lord entrusted Paul with was the message to the Gentiles that they were no longer Gentiles, but members of God’s new spiritual species—the royal family of God with its royal priesthood.


e.  God gave Paul a spiritual gift for the benefit of the Gentiles.


f.  God sent Paul to the Gentiles with a message of eternal salvation for their benefit.


g.  God the Holy Spirit revealed the mystery doctrines of the Church Age to Paul for the benefit of the Gentiles.


h.  No Gentile could ever say again that God did not care about him.  All any Gentile had to do was look at the life of Paul and see that God cared very much about him.


i.  Paul said almost the same thing in Col 1:25, “on behalf of which [Church], I myself have become a servant according to the divine office which has been granted to me for you to complete the word of God.”

j.  The fact that Paul was the apostle to the Gentiles is stated in:



(1)  Acts 9:15, “But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel.’”


(2)  Acts 13:47, “For so the Lord has commanded us, ‘I have placed You as a light for the Gentiles, that You may bring salvation to the end of the earth.’”


(3)  Acts 22:21, “And He said to me, ‘Go!  For I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’”


(4)  Rom 15:15-16a, “Indeed, I have written you more boldly on some points in such a way as reminding you again, because of the grace which has been given to me by the agency of God, in order that I might be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, …”


(5)  Gal 2:9, “Nevertheless, having acknowledged the grace which had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, the ones who are recognized to be pillars, gave the right hand of fellowship to me and Barnabas, in order that we [might go] to the Gentiles but they to the circumcision.”


(6)  Eph 3:8, “To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ.”
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