Eph 3:16



- is the conjunction HINA, which is used to introduce the purpose, goal, or aim of Paul’s prayer for these believers.  It is translated “that.”  With this we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb DIDWMI, which means “He may give.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which refers to an event which has not yet happened but is so certain to happen that it is depicted as though it had already happened.


The active voice indicates that God the Father will produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is used to indicate the purpose, goal, or aim of God’s action of giving.

This is followed by the second person plural dative of direct object from the personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the previous reference “the entire family in heaven and on earth.”
“that He may give you”
- is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of general reference from the accusative neuter singular article and noun PLOUTOS, meaning “according to the riches” or “on the basis of the riches.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA with the possessive genitive from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “of His glory.”  This could also be an ablative of source: “from the source of His glory.”
“on the basis of the riches of His glory”
- is the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun DUMANIS, which means “by means of power.”  Then we have the aorist passive infinitive from the verb KRATAIOW, which means “to become strong; to grow strong; to be strengthened.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into a whole and regards it as a fact and reality without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The passive voice indicates that believers receive the action of becoming strong spiritually.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect object, being used to modify the action of the main verb ‘to give’.
“to become strong by means of power”
- is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “by the agency of His Spirit” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article, used as a personal pronoun (“in your”), with the adverb of place ESW, meaning “inner, inside, within” as in Rom 7:22, and the noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “man.”  The phrase is translated “in the inner being, i.e., humans in their transcendent significance, Rom 7:22; 2 Cor 4:16; Eph 3:16.

“through His Spirit in your inner being,”
Eph 3:16 corrected translation
“that He may give you on the basis of the riches of His glory to become strong by means of power through His Spirit in your inner being,”
Explanation:
1.  “that He may give you”

a.  Paul began a prayer in verse 14 that will continue through verse 19.  The beginning of this prayer is: “For this reason I bend my knees before the Father that He may give you on the basis of the riches of His glory to become strong by means of power through His Spirit in your inner being,”  Notice I left out the explanatory phrase in order to give you the essence of the prayer.

b.  In this verse Paul states the purpose, goal, and aim of his prayer, which is also the purpose, aim, and goal of God.

c.  God’s purpose, goal, and aim in our spiritual life after salvation is that we become strong spiritually.


d.  There are only two ways to become strong spiritually:



(1)  We must be filled with and influenced by the Holy Spirit.



(2)  We must be filled with Bible doctrine in our soul.


e.  The result of these two means of spiritual power is being filled up with all the fullness of God.


f.  There are two power options in the spiritual life, which must work in harmony for real spiritual power.  We must know exactly what God wants us to think, say, and do (that is, we must have metabolized doctrine in our conscious thoughts), and we must act under the influence and power of the filling of the Holy Spirit.  This part of Paul’s prayer deals with the power provided by the filling of God the Holy Spirit.


g.  The power of the Holy Spirit is a gift given by God to every Church Age believer at the moment of salvation.  We all start out the spiritual life in equality.  We all are filled with the one hundred percent availability of divine power.


h.  This divine power from God the Holy Spirit is the exact same power that was given to our Lord Jesus Christ during His first advent.


i.  The power of the Holy Spirit is given to us as a grace gift.  We do not earn it or deserve it.  We don’t work for it or acquire it through our good deeds.  It is not a second blessing, but the very first blessing in the spiritual life.


j.  The word “you” in the plural includes every believer to whom Paul writes.  No one is excluded.  There is no partiality with God.  All members of the royal family of God receive the indwelling, filling, and baptism of the Holy Spirit at salvation.

2.  “on the basis of the riches of His glory”

a.  God the Father is the one who gives, and He does so on the basis of or according to the spiritual wealth of His own essence.

b.  The glory of God refers to the entire essence of God.  When God gives, He gives from His entire being, His whole essence; that is, from all that He is.

c.  God’s glory is His essence and His essence is His glory.


d.  The glory of God is produced by the function and action of His essence and attributes.


e.  Therefore, the love of God functions in grace to give us the very highest and best that God has by way of spiritual wealth.


f.  God does not give us leftovers.  We do not get scraps from the table.  We are spiritual royalty and receive only His very best.  We don’t deserve it, but He gives it to us.


g.  God is absolutely superrich in spiritual glory.  He has more than enough to give to every one who believes in Christ.  No one ever gets less than enough of spiritual wealth of God.


h.  When God gives of Himself, He gives us more than we could ask for or be imaging, as He does when He gives us the power of the Spirit.  This is why God was able to say to Paul in Paul’s perpetual suffering of the thorn in the flesh demon, “My grace is sufficient for you.”  Paul had the spiritual riches to deal with the situation; he just was not using the wealth that God had already provided for him.


i.  God does not give according to our need, but according to the riches of His glory.  He may give exactly what we need, but does so only so that we will immediately recognize Him as the source of the blessing.


j.  When it comes to the power of God, which He has made available to us for the execution of His will, plan, and purpose for our life, God has outdone Himself and given us beyond anything we could ask or be imagining.

3.  “to become strong by means of power”

a.  Therefore, Paul asks that God might give to us to become strong by means of power.

b.  The means of becoming strong in the spiritual life is by means of the power of God; that is, the power of God the Holy Spirit, as explained in the next phrase.

c.  Therefore, Paul is asking that we become strong in the spiritual life by means of the power of the Holy Spirit.


d.  The power of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer is the filling of the Spirit as demonstrated by God on the day of Pentecost.


e.  Believers cannot make themselves strong (that would have been the active voice), but rather believers receive strength from God.  We become strong because God the Holy Spirit makes us strong.

f.  However, God the Holy Spirit cannot work in a vacuum.  He must have something with which to work.  That something is the word of God in our soul or inner being.


g.  The more doctrine we learn and believe (metabolization of doctrine), the more potential power we have in the spiritual life.


h.  Doctrine in the soul is only a potential power.  It is not an operational power until we decide to act upon it.  We act upon the word of God in our souls through the agency of or by the agency of the influence of God the Holy Spirit in our memory and conscience.

i.  Having Bible doctrine in our soul is useless, if it only remains a potential.  We must make the right decisions to act upon that doctrine for the word of God to be of any benefit to us.

j.  Paul learned doctrine all his life, and also learned how to apply that doctrine.  During the last three to four years of his life he learned the importance of the Holy Spirit in his own inner being; for at one point in his life he ignored the power and influence of the Spirit in his inner being and paid the price for it in two years of divine discipline.


k.  Now Paul has had several years to reflect on the importance of the power of the Spirit in the inner being of a believer and makes a point of asking God the Father that these believers learn the easy way from him through his teaching of doctrine rather than the hard way through making the same mistakes he made.

4.  “through His Spirit in your inner being,”

a.  The power of God comes through the Holy Spirit to the Church Age believer.

b.  The Lord promised that He would not abandon us as children and leave us without a member of the Trinity to help us.  Thus the Holy Spirit has been sent by the Father and the Son to empower every Church Age believer who remains in fellowship with God.

c.  God the Holy Spirit does not empower the outer being of a believer, but the inner being; that is, the immaterial part of the person.


d.  Therefore, God the Holy Spirit provides power through the human spirit to the human soul of the believer.


e.  The Holy Spirit’s ministries of empowering the believer include:



(1)  Teaching the believer to understand the will, plan, and purpose of God for their life.



(2)  Giving the believer the power to say ‘no’ to the desires of the lust pattern of the sin nature.



(3)  Encouraging the believer to execute the spiritual life as God would have it.



(4)  Comforting the believer in difficult circumstances and times of heartache.


f.  Since this verse is one of the key passages which teach the filling of the Holy Spirit, it is important for us to review that doctrine in its entirety.
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