Eph 3:13



- is the inferential conjunction DIO (which is the crasis of DIA + HOS), meaning: Therefore, for this reason Rom 1:24; 2:1; 13:5; 4:22; 15:22; 2 Cor 1:20; 5:9; Phil 2:9.”
  With this we have the first person singular present middle indicative from the verb AITEW, which means “to ask, ask for, or demand.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now occurring.

The middle voice is an indirect middle, which emphasizes Paul as the subject producing the action of demanding.  Paul is personally responsible for producing this demand.

The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
“Therefore I demand:”
- is the negative MĒ plus the present active infinitive from the verb EGKAKEW, which means “to lose one’s motivation in continuing a desirable pattern of conduct or activity, lose enthusiasm, be discouraged  2 Thes 3:13; Gal 6:9  lose our enthusiasm, lose heart  2 Cor 4:1, 16 I ask you not to be disappointed Eph 3:13.”


The present tense is a durative and customary present for an action that Paul reasonably expects to occur now and continue for the rest of his life.


The active voice indicates that the believers to whom he writes are to produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of command.  The present tense with MĒ is a command to stop an action already in progress.
“stop being discouraged”
- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause from the feminine plural article and noun THLIPSIS, which means “because of my tribulations/distress/afflictions/troubles.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my” and referring to Paul.  This is followed by the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for you” or “in behalf of you” or “on your behalf.”
“because of my tribulations on your behalf,”
- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, meaning “which”[tribulation].  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that Paul’s tribulation and suffering produces the action of being something he is about to describe.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun DOXA, meaning “glory” and the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”
“which is your glory.”
Eph 3:13 corrected translation
“Therefore I demand: stop being discouraged because of my tribulations on your behalf, which is your glory.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore I demand:”

a.  Because we have free access to the throne of grace in prayer any time we want, Paul makes a demand on the believers to whom he is writing.

b.  Paul has the authority to make this demand because he is an apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ, he is under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he is filled with the Spirit, he is a mature believer, and it needs to be said.

c.  Paul never made a demand on believers that was not absolutely necessary and this demand is no different.


d.  Paul is not going to make an unreasonable demand, but a demand that is in the best interest of the believers to whom he writes.


e.  Unreasonable demands are unfair demands, and as spiritual royalty we have no right to make unreasonable demands on others.


f.  However, there are many areas in life where reasonable demands should and must be made.  For example:



(1)  The boss has the right to make the reasonable demand that you do your very best on the job.



(2)  Others have a right to expect you to keep your word, when you give it.



(3)  Parents have the right to demand proper behavior from their children.



(4)  Children have the right to expect fair discipline from their parents.



(5)  Senior rank in the military expects and demands obedience from subordinates.



(6)  Coaches should expect one hundred percent effort from their players.



(7)  Pastors have the right to demand respect for the teaching of the word of God.



(8)  Congregations have the right to expect accurate teaching from their pastor.


g.  But most of all God expects and has a right to demand the execution of the spiritual life He provides for us.


h.  Paul is making this demand because God expects these believers to live the spiritual life, which has been provided for them and not become distracted by the sufferings, trials, tribulations, and problems of Paul.


i.  The problems of other people you know and love should not be a distraction to your spiritual life.


j.  These believers were being distracted by their own discouragement because of the problems Paul was having with legalistic Jews, who wanted him dead, and the Roman authorities, who were in no hurry to release him.

2.  “stop being discouraged”

a.  Therefore, Paul gives these believers a command (and uses an infinitive to do it, which is very rare, which also tells us that Paul rarely had to use this kind of command) to stop doing something they are already doing.

b.  These believers were discouraged, despondent, pessimistic, downcast, downhearted, and ready to give up because of the problems of Paul.

c.  Their thinking was: if this sort of thing is happening to Paul, isn’t the same or worse going to happen to us?  If the Jews are going after Paul, aren’t they going to attack us as well?  If the Romans are persecuting Paul, what will they do to us?


d.  Discouragement negatively motivated these believers to give up on the spiritual life.


e.  Paul’s answer to their discouragement is: stop giving up.  Never give up.


f.  Spiritual royalty does not quit.  Spiritual royalty does not give up.  Spiritual royalty stands back up and keeps moving.


g.  Discouragement is really blasphemy against God, because it is saying in effect: God doesn’t really have a plan for my life, and even if He does have a plan, it’s a really bad plan.


h.  Discouragement leads to fear and other emotional sins.


i.  Discouragement is often misplaced, looking at only the negative things in life rather than the opportunities that suffering provides.


j.  Undeserved suffering can be handled two ways in life:



(1)  Either you will become discouraged by it and give up on the spiritual life,



(2)  Or you will see the grace opportunities to use the faith-rest drill and occupation with Christ as ways to handle the problem.


k.  Discouragement is no application of doctrine.  Discouragement shuts down reverse concentration and the application of the biblical principles you do have in your soul.


l.  Discouragement accomplishes nothing, just as worry accomplishes nothing.


m.  Discouragement does not advance you one bit in the spiritual life.  It does not glorify God, and it does not help others.


n.  Discouragement is a sin and comes from the lust pattern of the sin nature.

o.  We are discouraged in life because we want to be discouraged.  No one makes us discouraged except ourselves.


p.  There is nothing good that comes from discouragement.  Therefore, Paul demanded that these believers stopped being discouraged, especially because of what was happening to him.  Because what was happening to Paul was all a part of God’s perfect plan for the life of Paul, and resulted in the greatest doctrinal letters ever written in the word of God.

3.  “because of my tribulations on your behalf,”

a.  Paul continues his thought by giving the reason why he demands that these believers not be discouraged by what is happening to him.

b.  Paul was suffering problems, difficulties, trials, and tribulations.  He was not being maltreated by the Romans, other than the fact he was under house arrest until his trial and had been waiting for over a year since his appeal to Caesar.

c.  Paul’s divine discipline is now over.  That ended when he was transferred to Rome.


d.  Paul is now suffering for blessing and not for punishment.  His suffering is that he is not free to go where he wants, visit the Gentile churches, and open new mission fields.


e.  Instead God has Paul doing exactly what He wants.  He wants Paul to stay put in Rome, where he should have been in the first place as the pastor of the Roman church, and write the greatest epistles of the New Testament.


f.  Paul’s continued imprisonment is resulting in the greatest doctrinal letters of the New Testament.  And that is nothing for believers to become discouraged about.


g.  Paul has now been forced to sit still and think.  Then write God’s complete and coherent thought to Church Age believers for their benefit and advantage, and certainly not for their discouragement.


h.  Paul’s tribulation now is his confinement to one house, where he is forced to do nothing except write letters to his various congregations.  The believers in Western Asia Minor are discouraged because they think they will never see Paul again and the apostle to the Gentiles will never teach them again.  However, such is not the case.  Therefore, they have nothing for which to be discouraged.
4.  “which is your glory.”

a.  Paul’s tribulation is the greater glory of these believers, for they are the beneficiaries of his greatest letters, the greatest doctrinal thoughts of the Church Age.

b.  By reading, hearing, and learning the doctrinal content of his letters, they will be filled up to all the fullness of God, attaining spiritual maturity, and therefore, glorifying God.

c.  They will be the glory of Paul as his greatest congregation.


d.  They will be the glory of the Roman Empire as invisible heroes in their client nation.


e.  They will be the glory of the God as a great testimony against Satan.


f.  But none of this will happen, if they become discouraged and distracted from the spiritual life.
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