Eph 3:11



- is the preposition KATA plus the accusative of general reference (translated: according to, in accordance with, or in conformity with) from the feminine singular noun PROTHESIS, which means “that which is planned in advance: plan, purpose, resolve, will 2 Tim 3:10; used of divine purpose, as in: ‘those who are called in accordance with (God’s) purpose Rom 8:28; ‘God’s purpose which operates by selection’ 9:11; ‘according to design’ Eph 1:11; 2 Tim 1:9; ‘according to the eternal purpose’ Eph 3:11.”
  With this we have the objective genitive from the masculine plural article and noun AIWN, meaning “of the ages” or “for the ages.”  Some scholars see this as an attributive genitive, meaning “the eternal plan, purpose, will” because the plural form is so often used as a Hebraism for “eternity.”  However, in Eph 1:21, 2:2, 2:7, and 3:11 Paul uses the word in both the singular and plural of a period of human history: age/ages rather than as a Hebraism, and the context is dealing with God’s plan, will, and purpose for all the ages of human history, which of course includes the fact that this was a part of God’s eternal plan.  There are three special ages or periods of human history directly related to our Lord Jesus Christ: the dispensation of the hypostatic union, the Church Age, and the millennial reign of Christ.
“according to the plan of the ages,”
 - is the appositional accusative from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the feminine noun PROTHESIS = plan, just mentioned.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, make, bring about, accomplish, cause, etc.”

The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist, which states a universal truth or generally accepted fact.  Time is of little importance in this use of the aorist tense.  The English translation must employ any tense to convey the idea of universality.  Since God’s plan for all of human history has not yet been accomplished with regard to the second advent of Christ and His millennial reign, then this aorist tense should not be translated like a historical or constative aorist (“He accomplished”), because God has not, in fact, yet accomplished all that He planned in eternity past.

The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action of accomplishing the plan which He purposed in Christ.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus a number of possibilities:


-the instrumental of association, meaning “in association with Christ”

-the dative of reference, meaning “with reference to Christ”

-the instrumental of agency, meaning “through Christ.”  Since the person and work of Christ is the agent by whom and through whom the Father accomplishes His will in human history, this meaning is most likely correct.  Therefore, we have here the preposition EN plus the instrumental of agency from the masculine singular article and proper nouns CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “through Christ Jesus.”  Finally, we have the appositional dative from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS with the possessive genitive of the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our Lord.”  The word “Lord” is in apposition to the word CHRISTOS.

“which He accomplishes through Christ Jesus, our Lord,”
Eph 3:11 corrected translation
“according to the plan of the ages, which He accomplishes through Christ Jesus, our Lord,”
Explanation:
1.  “according to the plan of the ages,”

a.  The context of this statement says, “in order that the very diversified wisdom of God might be made known at the present time to rulers and to authorities in heavenly places by the Church, according to the plan of the ages, which He accomplishes through Christ Jesus, our Lord,…”

b.  God the Father had a plan in eternity past, which Paul already mentioned in chapter one, “since He Himself [God the Father] has elected us in Him [Christ] before the foundation of the world,” “having predetermined us,” “according to His good intention, which He planned in Him for the purpose of the administration [orderly plan and arrangement of events] of the fullness of times,” and “having been predestined according to a predetermined plan.”

c.  God the Father had a plan for every age of human history.  Nothing was a surprise or shock to Him, because He has known the end from the beginning.


d.  The Jewish rejection of Christ as their Messiah did not cause the Father to quickly change His plans and create a new spiritual species in Christ.  This had always been a part of His plan.  In His omniscience, He knew from eternity past the Jews would reject Jesus Christ as savior and that He would create a new spiritual species, joining in Christ both Jew and Gentile.


e.  God has always had a plan for each dispensation of human history.  This plan was totally revealed progressively to the Old Testament believers with the exception of the Church Age.  All other dispensations or ages of human history are clearly revealed in the Old Testament.


f.  God has a perfect plan for human history, and that plan includes every detail of the life of every believer.

g.  The plan was designed by God the Father in eternity past before the creation of the angels or any creature.


h.  God’s plan includes every decision and action by God as well as every decision and action by every creature.  Nothing is left out of the perfect plan of God.


i.  God’s plan includes all the different periods of human history and the way God deals with His creatures during each of those periods.


j.  God’s plan includes all the blessing and discipline that happens to each believer.


k.  God’s plan includes the judgment of those creatures, both angelic and human who reject the love of God and have no desire to have a relationship with God.


l.  God’s plan includes Jesus Christ’s control of human history as the strategic victor in the angelic conflict.


m.  God’s plan includes the impact of the invisible hero of the Church Age on human history.


n.  God’s plan includes the influence of the client nation on other nations during the Church Age.


o.  God’s plan includes both advents of Christ as well as our Lord’s kingdom on earth for 1000 years.


p.  God’s plan includes each of the civilizations of human history as well as the judgments at the end of each of those civilizations.


q.  God’s plan includes the first advent of Christ, His rejection by Israel, His spiritual death for the sins of the world, His physical death, burial, resurrection, ascension, and session.


r.  God’s plan includes the creation of a prototype and operational type spiritual life for our Lord and for His bride, the Church.


s.  God’s plan includes the intercalated dispensation of the Church into human history for the maximum demonstration of unconditional love for all by God toward mankind, and by believers toward all others.


t.  God’s plan includes all future events predicted in Scripture from the Rapture of the Church until the Last Judgment at the end of our Lord’s millennial reign.


u.  God’s plan incorporates every spiritual and physical provision for every detail of our life.

v.  God’s plan for the Church Age believer is a plan based upon protocol; that is, on God doing a right thing in a right way and expecting the same of us.

2.  “which He accomplishes through Christ Jesus, our Lord,”

a.  God the Father has accomplished His eternal plan for human history through the person and work of His Son, Jesus Christ.

b.  “Christ Jesus, our Lord” is the complete title of our Lord.



(1)  The title ‘Christ’ is mentioned first because it emphasizes His mission and the accomplishment of that mission by doing the will of the Father and settling the issue of whether any creature could ever use their free will to do the will of the Father.  This Christ did during His entire life on earth, especially by willingly going to the Cross to bear our sins and be judged for them.


(2)  The name ‘Jesus’ emphasizes the fact that our Lord executes the plan of the Father in His humanity.  Both the First and Second Advents are accomplished in our Lord’s humanity in hypostatic union.  His millennial reign is accomplished in His glorified humanity.  And during the Church Age He accomplishes the plan of the Father in His glorified humanity at the right hand of the Father.


c.  Our Lord Jesus Christ is God the Father’s agent for the accomplishment and completion of the Father’s eternal plan.


d.  God the Son accomplished the Father’s plan of resolving the angelic conflict through an inferior but free creature by the creation of mankind.


e.  God the Son accomplished the Father’s plan of revealing God to mankind by His theophanies in the Old Testament.


f.  God the Son accomplished the Father’s plan of giving His promise to one man who became a new race, and a separated-to-God nation by making the unconditional covenants to Abraham and Israel.


g.  God the Son accomplished eternal salvation by living the spiritual life provided for Him and executing the will of the Farther, even to the point of death as an unfairly accused criminal.


h.  God the Son accomplished the protocol aspect of the Father’s plan by creating and inserting a new dispensation into human history and forming a new spiritual species to complement His victory on the Cross.


i.  God the Son will accomplish the will and plan of the Father by delivering Israel from the greatest holocaust of human history during the Tribulation, as God has promised.


j.  God the Son will establish Israel as His chosen nation and will rule the earth for a 1000 years perfectly, as promised by God the Father.


k.  God the Son will be the final judge of all creatures, and restore the perfection of heaven without sin, creature good, or evil to the Father.


l.  Then God the Son will create a new heavens and new earth where the righteousness of God the Father will function forever in every creature (both angelic and human).

m.  God the Father accomplishes everything He set out to accomplish in eternity past and does so through the intermediate agency of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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