Eph 3:10



- is the conjunction HINA, meaning “in order that” and used to introduce a purpose clause.  Then we have to go to the end of the verse to pick up the subject of this clause.  We have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and adjective POLUPOIKILOS.   The word POIKILOS itself means “diversified, manifold, variegated and used by Paul in 2 Tim 3:6; Tit 3:3.”
  When we add the adjective POLUS to POIKILOS, we get the idea: “much or very diversified, manifold, or variegated.”  With this we have the feminine singular noun SOPHIA, meaning “wisdom.”  Also with this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of “belonging to God.”
“in order that the very diversified wisdom of God”
- is the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb GNWRIZW, which means “to be made known; to be revealed.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and states it as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the wisdom of God receives the action of being made known or revealed.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to indicate the divine purpose of God.  The subjunctive mood also has an aspect of contingency, which is brought out in the translation by the word “might.”
With this we have the temporal adverb NUN, meaning “now” or “at the present time.”
“might be made known at the present time”
- is the dative of indirect object from the feminine plural article and noun ARCHĒ, which means “to the rulers.”  Then we have the connective KAI, meaning “and” with the dative feminine plural article and noun EXOUSIA, meaning “to the authorities.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter plural article and adjective EPOURANIOS, which means “in heavenly places.”
“to rulers and to authorities in heavenly places”
- is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the feminine singular article and noun EKKLĒSIA, which means “by agency of the Church.”  DIA plus the genitive is used for the intermediate agent, whereas HUPO plus the genitive is used for the ultimate agent.  God the Holy Spirit is the ultimate agent who expresses the wisdom of God the Father’s plan.
“by the Church,”
Eph 3:10 corrected translation
“in order that the very diversified wisdom of God might be made known at the present time to rulers and to authorities in heavenly places by the Church,”
Explanation:
1.  “in order that the very diversified wisdom of God”

a.  The context for this statement is “which has been kept secret from the ages by the agency of the God who created all things, in order that the very diversified wisdom of God might be made known at the present time to rulers and to authorities in heavenly places by the Church,…”

b.  This verse states the reason and purpose for God keeping the Church and the Church Age a secret.  God did not want Satan and the fallen angels to know what was going to happen in human history during the unique dispensation of the Church Age.

c.  God the Father had a secret plan to reveal His very diversified and multifarious wisdom.


d.  Satan had no idea how wise God really was.  He had no idea there were so many facets to the wisdom of God.


e.  All that God has done for the Church has revealed an unbelievable number of facets of God’s wisdom.  A few of the very diversified facets of God’s wisdom revealed by the Church and Church Age include:


(1)  The unconditional personal love of God toward all believers.


(2)  The unparalleled wealth of God’s grace.



(3)  The equal privileges given to all believers.



(4)  The equal opportunities given to all believers.



(5)  The unparalleled power given to all believers.



(6)  The complete security given to all believers.



(7)  The unique relationship God has provided with all believer through His Son.



(8)  The unequaled blessings for time and eternity God has given to all believers.



(9)  The unique access God has provided for all believers.


(10)  The fantastic privilege of representing God.


f.  The subject of this verse refers to the numerous and diverse aspects of the wisdom of God during Satan’s appeal trial in human history.  Everything God has done for the Church Age believer is testimony against Satan that God truly cares about those who trust in Him.
2.  “might be made known at the present time”

a.  The phrase “at the present time” refers to the Church Age.

b.  This is the unique time in human history when God demonstrates His love and grace toward those who believe and trust in Christ more than any other time in human history.

c.  The Church Age is a special time in human history for God to testify against Satan in Satan’s appeal trial.  God the Father is testifying in so many diverse ways to Satan and the fallen angels of His love, grace, and wisdom in the angelic conflict.


d.  God waited in human history until the Church Age to prove how much He loved believers.  God always loved believers prior to the Church Age, but He waited until the present time to prove the point in a way far beyond anything Satan could have thought or even imagined.

e.  Satan never believed that the righteousness of God or justice of God would permit the love of God to function toward sinners in the way in which it has.  He never believed the Father would actually permit His Son to die spiritually for mankind.  He never believed that God would show His love in all the ways He has to believers in the Church.  He didn’t believe it was even possible.


f.  Therefore, all that God has done for the believer in the Church Age has sealed the fate and judgment of Satan and his followers, which is another demonstration of the wisdom of God.

g.  The magnificence of the wisdom of God is also declared by Paul in Rom 11:33, “Oh, the inexhaustibility of His wealth both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable [are] His decisions and untraceable [are] His ways!”
3.  “to rulers and to authorities in heavenly places”

a.  Those to whom God has revealed His multifaceted wisdom are those in heavenly places.  This means that the emphasis here is not on God’s revelation of Himself to mankind (which He has certainly done) but to the angels in heaven.

b.  The rulers and authorities mentioned here refers to the fallen angels more so than the elect angels.  The elect angels never doubted the wisdom, love, and grace of God, but the fallen angels certainly did.

c.  The fact this phrase refers to the demon angels can be seen by Paul’s description in:



(1)  Eph 6:12, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.”


(2)  Col 2:15, “Having disarmed the rulers and the authorities, He [God the Father] disgraced them publicly, having forced them to march in a triumphal procession because of it [the Cross].”
4.  “by the Church,”

a.  This prepositional phrase is absolutely amazing, because it indicates that you and I are the intermediate agents in revealing the multifarious wisdom of God.

b.  God has given us the honor and privilege of revealing God’s wisdom to the fallen angels.  This is why the angels are so intently watching everything we do.

c.  The Church is the great testimony against Satan and the fallen angels in their appeal trial.  Therefore, everything we think, say, and do has a tremendous impact against Satan in His appeal.

d.  We reveal God’s wisdom to the fallen angels by demonstrating the same unconditional love toward all that God has demonstrated toward us.


e.  We reveal God’s wisdom to the fallen angels by living the same spiritual life our Lord Jesus Christ lived.


f.  We reveal God’s wisdom by becoming invisible heroes in the angelic conflict.


g.  The Church Age communicators of God’s word have a special privilege of revealing God’s wisdom through their teaching of the mystery doctrines of the Church Age.

h.  God the Father has chosen the Church to reveal His very diversified wisdom to the fallen angels rather than doing it Himself, because God has given us the honor of testifying on His behalf against Satan by our personal love for God and unconditional love toward others.  God can testify on His own behalf, but has given us the honor and privilege of testifying as well.
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