Eph 3:1



- is the ablative of cause from the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “because of this” or “for this.”  With this we have the accusative of the noun CHARIS used as a preposition, meaning “for the sake of, on behalf of, on account of.”  However, the improper preposition CHARIN is used after the noun it governs rather than before the noun (like most prepositions.)  Therefore, the construction came to be an idiom, meaning: “For this reason Eph 3:1, 14.”

“For this reason,”
- is the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” plus the nominative of simple apposition from the masculine singular proper noun PAULOS, meaning “Paul.”  This is followed by another nominative of simple apposition from the masculine singular article and noun DESMIOS, which means “the prisoner as in: Mt 27:15f; Mk 15:6; Acts 16:25, 27; 23:18; 25:14, 27; 28:16, 17; Heb 10:34; 13:3; Phile 1, 9; Eph 3:1; 4:1; 2 Tim 1:8.”
  This is followed by the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ.”  The genitive masculine singular from the proper noun IĒSOUS is lacking in the original of Sinaiticus and Codex Bezae, but found in p46, Alexandrinus, Vaticanus, and many other sources, including the correctors of Sinaiticus and Bezae.  It’s inclusion does not change the meaning whatsoever.
“I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus,”
- is the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, “indicating that an activity or event is in some entity’s interest: for, in behalf of, for the sake of someone/something.”
  It is translated “for the sake of you.”  Then we have the appositional genitive from the neuter plural article and noun ETHNOS, meaning “the Gentiles.”
“for the sake of you, the Gentiles—”
Eph 3:1 corrected translation
“For this reason, I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus, for the sake of you, the Gentiles—”
Explanation:
1.  “For this reason,”

a.  Paul continues his letter by indicating the reason, goal, and purpose for which the Lord continues to have Paul serve Him.


b.  Paul continues to serve the Lord for the sake of the Gentiles:



(1)  because they are no longer foreigners and aliens, but are fellow-citizens with the saints and members of God’s household,


(2)  because they have been built upon the foundation consisting of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone,



(3)  because the whole building, while being fitted together, keeps growing into a holy temple in the Lord



(4)  and because they are being constructed together for the purpose of a dwelling place of God by agency of the Spirit.

c.  This same construction is used by Paul in:



(1)  Tit 1:5, “For this reason I left you behind in Crete, in order that you correct what is lacking and might appoint elders in every city as I directed you.”


(2)  and Eph 3:14, where the thought begun in Eph 3:1 is continued, “For this reason I kneel before the Father,”

d.  Paul now begins a thought concerning himself, from which he will digress in verses 2-13 and to which he will not return until verse 14 with the same phrase we have here:  .
2.  “I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus,”

a.  Paul now introduces himself as the subject of this thought.  He begins to say something about himself.  He uses this same wording in:


(1)  Gal 5:2, “Pay attention!  I, Paul, am telling you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will profit you in nothing.”


(2)  2 Cor 10:1, “Now I, Paul, myself urge you by means of the humility and graciousness of Christ, who in person on the one hand am subservient among you, but on the other hand while absent I am courageous toward you.”


(3)  and Col 1:23, “Inasmuch as you persist in the sphere of doctrine, having been established [strengthened] not only firm ones but also unshifting ones from the confidence in the gospel which you have heard and which was proclaimed in all creation which is under heaven, concerning which gospel, I, Paul, myself have become a servant.”

b.  He describes himself as ‘the prisoner of Christ Jesus’.  This same phrase is used by Paul again in:



(1)  Eph 4:1, “I, therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, exhort you to walk in a manner worthy of your station in life [royalty], for which [station in life] you have been called,”


(2)  Phile 1:1, “Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy, our fellow-believer, to Philemon, our beloved and fellow-worker”


(3)  Phile 1:9, “because of your great virtue-love, I appeal to—since I am none other than Paul, the ambassador, but now also the prisoner for Christ Jesus—”

c.  Paul’s second Roman imprisonment is mentioned in 2 Tim 1:8, “Therefore, do not be ashamed of the testimony with reference to our Lord, nor me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering evil with reference to the gospel according to the power of God.”

d.  Paul was a prisoner of the Roman government experientially, but he was a prisoner of the Lord Jesus Christ spiritually.


e.  Being a prisoner of Christ Jesus was a wonderful thing for Paul.  It was not something he disliked, regretted, or about which he complained.


f.  Being a prisoner of Christ meant that the Lord was responsible for providing for Paul’s every need.


g.  Being a prisoner of Christ meant that Paul was responsible to carry out every wish, will, want, and demand of the Lord.


h.  Being a prisoner of Christ meant that Paul had no right to question his Lord, argue with Him, or second-guess Him.  His duty was simply to obey with complete willingness every desire of his Master.


i.  Paul was used by the Lord as an object lesson for the Gentile believers of the Church.  Even though they loved their freedom and wanted no one to ever control them, they were also servants of the Lord Jesus Christ, just as the apostle Paul.  If the greatest Church Age believer is the prisoner of Christ, how much more or with how much stronger reason are the rest of the believers in the Church also prisoners of Christ?

j.  If the greatest Church Age believer had to obey the Lord implicitly how much more so those who are not as great?


k.  Paul’s Imprisonments.



(1)  Paul wrote the greatest New Testament epistles as a prisoner.  He was taken out of the mainstream of Christianity after three great missionary journeys.  But when it came time for someone to present the mechanics and mode of operation of the spiritual life of the Church Age, God had to take Paul aside and put him away where he would sit down and do nothing but write.  All his communication had to be by letter.



(2)  Paul was incarcerated three times in three different places.




(a)  He was temporarily retained in the Mark Anthony barracks in Jerusalem until the assassination plot for him was discovered.  This was when forty assassins took an oath that they would not eat until they had killed him.




(b)  He was moved and imprisoned two years in Caesarea, the Roman capital of the Province of Judea, 59‑60 A.D.




(c)  He was imprisoned in Rome, 61‑62 A.D., during which time he wrote Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon, which we call the prison epistles.



(3)  While Paul was imprisoned on other occasions for the cause of Christ (in Philippi for a night), these three are related to Paul’s greatest failure as a mature believer.



(4)  Paul had a temporary setback that pushed him all the way back to reversionism.  In this failure in 58 A.D., in a moment of emotional irrationality, Paul made a sentimental journey to Jerusalem contrary to the will of God.  This was his fifth and final trip to Jerusalem, Acts 21:10‑14.



(5)  To make matters worse, Paul offered a legalistic vow in the temple, which meant paying for the offering of an animal sacrifice, in order that he might have a better reception for the Gospel among the Jews.  There is no place for animal sacrifices or vows in the protocol plan of God; for Christ has been crucified and His work is completed.  Offering an animal sacrifice and taking a vow along with it is a piece of arrogance and rejection of Church Age doctrine.



(6)  This fifth trip to Jerusalem in violation of God’s will and the vow in the Temple violated two principles:




(a)  God provides a place of ministry for each one.  Paul was out of God’s geographical will for his life.



(b)  God provides the hearers for a prepared man.  Paul didn’t need to go to his hearers (the Jews); his hearers (the Gentiles) were coming to him.


(7)  Paul was the equivalent of a pastor‑teacher, but on a greater scale.  Therefore, God provided the place of ministry for prepared Paul.  For Paul to have the most effective ministry of all time and to be able to deal with many congregations, he had to be imprisoned in Rome where he couldn’t look out at people.  He had to pick up the pen, which is not only mightier than the sword but also mightier than the tongue.  The ink dries and remains; the tongue and its owner dies.



(8)  In Caesarea, Paul made his defense before Felix who was the Roman procurator.  Judea was a third class Roman Province, and therefore it was not ruled by a governor but by a procurator.  Paul remained in custody there for two years, during which time he made a complete spiritual recovery and continued his momentum from spiritual maturity to evidence testing.



(9)  In A.D. 60, Paul defended himself before Festus who had succeeded Felix as the procurator of the Province of Judea.  Felix made himself a close friend of King Herod Agrippa because he wanted to marry into the family.  Herod had two famous sisters: Drusilla and Bernice.  Paul had witnessed to all these people.  In desperation, he got tired of all this and appealed to the supreme court in Rome.



(10)  Before he failed in this emotional trip to Jerusalem, Paul failed in thought testing, overcome by emotion.  He fell into reversionism and then recovered.  During his two years in Caesarea and the shipwreck on the Mediterranean, Paul had passed all four parts of momentum testing.




(a)  His people testing came from the Jews, Romans and Arabs (Herod Agrippa II had Arabian blood).  He passed people testing.  He faced the vicious attitude of the high priest Ananias in Acts 23‑24.  He faced the rejection of the Gospel by King Herod Agrippa II and his sister Bernice and the crowd that attended them.




(b)  He passed system testing:  the malfunction of Roman justice under the Procurator Felix and then under the Procurator Festus.  He was not released and set free though he was innocent and everyone recognized that.




(c)  Paul faced and passed thought testing, demonstrated by his attitude when he was bitten by the very poisonous snake, Acts 28:3‑6; by his attitude when rejected by the Jews in Jerusalem, Acts 23:23‑31; by his dynamic mental attitude during the great storm disaster, Acts 27:31‑44.  On the way to Rome, Paul faced and passed disaster testing in experiencing the storm at sea and the shipwreck onto the island of Malta, Acts 27.



(d)  Another disaster was the assassination plot against him by the Jews in Acts 23:12‑14.



(11)  After spending the winter in Malta, in A.D. 61, his voyage to Rome was resumed.  Paul arrived at Rome as a mature believer, where he was delivered to the famous Prefect of the Praetorian Guard, Burus, who put him under house arrest.



(12)  In 62 A.D., Paul sat down and penned these words in Eph 3:1, “EGO PAULUS DESMIOS:  I Paul, a prisoner.”


(13)  For an active man like Paul to be confined to prison for four years was quite a test.  The only time he was out of prison in that period was during his trip to Rome and the shipwreck.  During this time when he was taken out of action, there was a great deal of concern for him throughout the Roman Empire.



(14)  Instead of making a fifth journey to Jerusalem, it is apparent that it was God’s will for the apostle Paul to take a fourth missionary journey into the western part of the Roman Empire:  Gaul (France) and Spain.  Not until he was released from prison (64 A.D.) after his first trial did he finally make it to Spain.



(15)  But that four‑year delay in his life was not wasted, because during that time He pulled together in the most fantastic detail in the prison epistles the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.  Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians pull together everything you need to become an invisible hero.  These three great books teach the essence of the mystery doctrine.  Other New Testament epistles mention only certain aspects of it.



(16)  God’s timing is perfect.  Paul got out of the cycle of God’s timing by going on his own to Jerusalem totally apart from the will of God.  He made a fantastic and quick recovery.  To get back into God’s timing, he wrote this fantastic epistle to the Ephesians.



(17)  In the Christian way of life, setbacks are designed by God for the advance of positive believers to spiritual maturity.  Therefore, setbacks are designed to manufacture invisible heroes.


(18)  The apostle Paul was under house arrest for two years while waiting for his trial before Nero, according to Acts 28:30.  During that time, he became acquainted with the Roman military in Rome.


(19)  In Phil 3:9‑11, we see Paul’s perspective in his recovery of spiritual self-esteem.  In verses 12‑14, we see his perspective of his recovery to spiritual autonomy.  In verse 15, we see his recovery of the mental attitude of spiritual maturity.  The problem solving devices for spiritual adulthood are given throughout Philippians.



(20)  So from the point of his rebound on, Paul became the prisoner of Jesus Christ, not the prisoner of the Roman Empire.  Once in spiritual maturity, Paul had no bitterness about his imprisonment.


(21)  As a prisoner of Jesus Christ, Paul had the opportunity of communicating the Gospel during those four years to some very important people in the Roman Empire.




(a)  First he witnessed to Felix and his Jewish wife Drusilla, the daughter of King Herod Agrippa I.




(b)  Later Paul spoke before King Herod Agrippa II, brother of Drusilla, and Drusilla’s other famous redheaded sister, Bernice.




(c)  Toward the middle of 68 A.D., when Portius Festus succeeded Antonius Felix as the procurator, Paul witnessed to him as a part of God’s master plan.  For Paul could preach to the most famous Roman in the Middle East at that time, Felix, as well as the other members of Jewish royalty:  Drusilla, Herod Agrippa II, and Bernice.  Once all this was accomplished, then Paul was moved on to Rome.  This move to Rome occurred because of famous words, “I appeal to Caesar.”



(d)  Thus, Paul was moved to Rome where he had daily contact with the most famous people in the Praetorian Guard and in the palace and household of Caesar.


(22)  As a prisoner of Christ Jesus, Paul refused to succumb to self-pity.  This is the first problem most active people have when they are unjustly imprisoned.  Paul did not regard himself as a victim of Jewish injustice or of an assassination conspiracy.  For note that in Eph 3:1, he did not call himself the “prisoner of Jewish conspiracy, the victim of injustice.”  He doesn’t even say he was the victim of the cupidity and avarice of Felix, who was waiting for a bribe to release him immediately.  (Remember, Paul had taken millions of dollars collected from among the Gentiles for the relief of destitute Jews, so naturally the Roman authorities thought that the Christians would take up another collection for the ransom of Paul.)  Nor did Paul say he was the victim of the political ambition of Festus and the almost‑persuaded King Herod Agrippa II or his incestuous sister Bernice (who subsequently became famous as the mistress of two Roman emperors, Vespatian and Titus).



(23)  The first phrase in Eph 3:1a, “For this reason, I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus,” reflects Paul’s complete recovery from the Jerusalem fiasco as well as his recovery of his spiritual maturity.  The autobiographical statement of his recovery is given in Phil 3.



(24)  After being four years out of circulation, Paul first had to go east to Asia Minor (by way of Philippi and Thessalonica) and visit all the churches where he had ministered before, and then to come back across the Mediterranean to Spain.  That he revisited Asia Minor is found in Phil 2:23‑24 and Phile 22.



(25)  From there he went on to Ephesus and the Lycus Valley.  He visited Colossae, Laodicea, and Hierapolis where he had previously not been.  In the Lycus Valley, Paul shut down Gnosticism, as we knew he would from his writing of Colossians.



(26)  In 65 A.D., Paul finally made his fourth missionary journey.  He traveled west to Spain, as we knew he would from Rom 15:24, 28.  He made the trip by sea across the Mediterranean from Ephesus to Marseille.  This means he bypassed Rome, where Nero was then blaming the Christians for the burning of Rome in 64 AD.



(27)  From Marseille, Paul sailed to Gedes, a Roman port in Spain.  He spent the best part of two years in Spain.



(28)  From Spain, Paul returned to Ephesus by sea, where he left Timothy as the pastor.  Therefore, when Paul went on from Ephesus to Macedonia, he wrote back to Timothy (1 Timothy) and Titus at that time.



(29)  Then Paul went to Nicopolis and Epirus, a very famous city built by Augustus in B.C. 30.  He went there while they were commemorating the victory of Actium, the reason why the city was built.  Paul wintered in Nicopolis in 67‑68 A.D.



(30)  In the spring of 68 A.D., the Roman secret service caught up with Paul and arrested him.  He was transported to Rome for his second Roman imprisonment and his second trial before Caesar.  This time, Caesar ordered that he die.  Being a Roman citizen, he was taken out to the edge of the city where he was decapitated (a painless death).



(31)  Because Nero ordered Paul’s death, within three months Nero killed himself as his assassins were closing in on him.  The assassins came from the Praetorian Guard, the friends of Paul.


(32)  Paul’s evidence testing during his first Roman imprisonment probably continued during his fourth missionary journey.  We can safely assume he had passed evidence testing once he was released from his first Roman imprisonment.


l.  Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles.


(1)  So God was showing Paul that these three imprisonments would make him something that had never occurred before.  He was the only apostle who was a Roman citizen and therefore was the apostle to the Gentiles.  But it took Paul four years of imprisonment to finally discover that his ministry was not to the Jews, as he had attempted to prove in his diversion to Jerusalem.



(2)  Having been a famous Jewish unbeliever, it was his desire to lead the Jews to the Lord.  He always had a burden for the Jews, but they were not to be the objects of his ministry.  In fact, the opposite occurred.  The Jews followed him all around the world, trying to destroy his ministry.  But the power of God overruled.  Paul’s was a ministry of Bible doctrine, and regardless of his failures or sins, God protected him from the Judaizers.



(3)  The rest of Eph 3:1 shows that Paul finally understood that once he was released from prison, his ministry was no longer to be related in any way to reaching the Jews.  He understood very clearly that while he was burdened for the Jews, He would minister to the Gentiles.  (Apply this to missionaries who should not necessarily go to those people for whom they are burdened.  Because when you are burdened for people, you have a tendency to get too emotional and therefore are not professional in your communication of Bible doctrine.)



(4)  God has a marvelous sense of humor and often moves communicators away from where they want to go.  Paul’s next mission field would be Spain; you couldn’t get farther away from Jerusalem.



(5)  Paul had been a visible hero among the Jews as an unbeliever.  Now he would become an invisible hero and do the greatest thing that would ever be done in all the Church Age:  sit down and write the prison epistles under the ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  Three of them contain all the details of the protocol plan of God, all the mechanics, and everything that is significant in the spiritual life of the Church Age, and it would all be directed toward Gentiles.  Paul would become the greatest communicator of Bible doctrine who ever lived.



(6)  While Paul was a good speaker, it would really become his pen, under the ministry and guidance of the Spirit that would be his greatest impact.



(7)  From time to time, Paul would lead Jewish unbelievers to the Lord, and train Jewish pastor-teachers of the early church.  But his ministry was not to the Jews.  So it was during his house arrest while awaiting trial before Nero that Paul came to recognize once and for all the fact that his ministry would be to the Gentiles.



(8)  The smartest Jew in all of history became the apostle to the Gentiles and at the same time, as a Roman citizen, he became the greatest Roman in all of history.



(9)  Through the writing of the fantastic mystery doctrine of the Church Age, Paul fulfills his apostleship to the Gentiles as a Roman citizen, and provides both the message and the mechanics of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.

 
m.  The Results of Paul’s Imprisonment.



(1)  The principle of Eph 3:1: the attainment of spiritual maturity results in a very strong personal sense of destiny.



(2)  Never again in the lifetime of Paul did he ever doubt his destiny.  He had a personal sense of destiny of a mature believer who had passed evidence testing.



(3)  Paul, therefore, becomes the pattern for invisible heroes.



(4)  During his three imprisonments in Jerusalem, Caesarea, and Rome, God provided Paul the opportunity to sort out once and for all the priorities for his life.  In doing so, from this time on, Paul had the most phenomenal ministry anyone has ever had.  Not that it wasn’t great before, but now it moved into a higher sphere.  It became the baseline for the Roman Empire becoming the first Gentile client nation to God.  Paul finally oriented to the times of the Gentiles.



(5)  Each of the categories of suffering that Paul endured in his recovery (providential preventative suffering, momentum testing, and evidence testing) were the means of advancing and consolidating sharing the happiness of God and having a personal sense of destiny, which very few people ever really achieve in this life.



(6)  Greatness in invisible heroes has two characteristics: perfect happiness and a personal sense of destiny.  This means fantastic protection against arrogance and a life of great tranquility on this earth.  Such believers live well and they die well.


(7)  Having a personal sense of destiny doesn’t mean you will be a ruler or some famous visible hero.  But it means your personal sense of destiny is related to God’s plan for your life.  That plus the tranquility of sharing the happiness of God is the most fantastic thing in life.  It affects every relationship and area of your life.



(8)  Incarceration gave Paul a chance to express the greatest genius anyone has ever had in a language.  Paul actually invented a new Greek language that took the best from Koine, Hellenistic, and Attic Greek.  He included Atticisms, Latinisms, Semitisms, and put it all together in the language of his epistles.  The Pauline epistles are the quintessence of greatness in expression of language and absolute clarity.



(9)  In the language of the Pauline epistles, the Bible cannot be interpreted in different ways.  It has only one interpretation, for it is just as precise as any system of mathematics.  There is nothing more precise and lucid in its interpretation and application than the language Paul used.



(10)  Incarceration gave Paul a chance to organize his life on the basis of biblical and doctrinal priorities.  Paul was given four years to catch up with his destiny, and he did.  He became the first teacher of mystery doctrine and the pattern for invisible heroes.



(11)  Paul’s ministry as an apostle to the Gentiles is confirmed in:





(a)  Rom 11:13, “I am speaking to you who are Gentiles.  Inasmuch as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry.”  He knew this would be his direction, but he had never established the right priorities for it.  He magnified his ministry because his priorities were straight.




(b)  Rom 15:15-16, “I have written very boldly to you on some points, so as to remind you again, because of the grace that was given to me from God, to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest the Gospel of God, that my offering of the Gentiles might become acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.”  Always understanding that he was the product of grace kept Paul from arrogance.  The only way that arrogance finally got to Paul was through emotion about Jerusalem.  Although Paul understood the issue of his ministry to the Gentiles, it was never firmly established as his priority until his imprisonment.




(c)  1 Tim 2:7 was written after Paul was released from his first Roman imprisonment.  “For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle as a teacher of the Gentiles in doctrine and in truth.”  Notice in the first phrase how very clear he was about his destiny.  He understood perfectly without equivocation that he was a herald and so was out speaking again.  As an apostle, he was still writing.  Now he calls himself something far greater than an “apostle to the Gentiles.”  Now that he is totally oriented to life, he calls himself a “teacher of the Gentiles in doctrine and in truth.”  No teacher of Bible doctrine is everyone’s right pastor.  Paul was not a right pastor to the Jews.  While Paul is everyone’s right pastor in the sense of the writing of his epistles, not every pastor today is everyone’s right pastor‑teacher.



(d)  Compare Eph 3:8; Gal 2:2, 8; Col 1:27; 2 Tim 1:11, 4:17.



(12)  Far more important than the preaching to a few Jews in Jerusalem is Paul’s world‑wide ministry to the Gentiles, not only in the time in which he lived, but extended to billions and trillions of Gentiles since he penned these words.  He outstripped all his contemporaries when he began to write.  The other apostles are not close to the greatness of Paul.


(13)  During his three sequential imprisonments, Paul again recovered fully his spiritual maturity, passed evidence testing, and became the number one witness for Jesus Christ.



(14)  Spiritual maturity results in a personal sense of destiny.   During his first Roman imprisonment, Paul realized that his ministry to the Gentiles had number one priority in his life.  Shortly after Paul’s death, the times of the Gentiles, prophesied by our Lord in Lk 21, would begin and run coterminously with the Church Age.

3.  “for the sake of you, the Gentiles—”

a.  This phrase is the equivalent of Paul stating that he is the apostle to the Gentiles.

b.  This phrase is Paul’s recognition of his personal sense of destiny as the apostle to the Gentiles.


c.  Paul will elaborate on this idea in Eph 3:13 by stating that his ministry to the Gentiles is for their glory, “For this reason I demand: do not become discouraged because of my sufferings for you, which [suffering] is your glory.”

d.  The thought begun here by Paul will be picked up again and concluded in verse 14-15, “For this reason I kneel before the Father, from Whom the entire [royal] family in heaven and on earth derives its title.”  In the meantime, between verses 1 and 14 we have a digression.
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