Eph 2:9



- is the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” and slamming the door shut.  With this we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin/source, meaning “from” or the ablative of means (which is used to indicate impersonal means and is translated “by means of”) from the neuter plural noun ERGON, which means “deeds, works, actions, accomplishments, or achievements.”
“not by works,”
 - is the conjunction HINA, which is used with the subjunctive mood in the main verb in its clause to indicate purpose.  It is translated “in order that.”  Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “no, not” with the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone, someone;” however, with the negative MĒ it means “no one.”  Finally, we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle subjunctive from the verb KAUCHAOMAI, which means “to boast; brag; take pride in oneself.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety and simply states the action as a fact.

The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the indefinite “anyone” producing the action of not taking pride in their own accomplishments and bragging or boasting about them as the reason for their salvation.


The subjunctive mood is a purpose subjunctive, used with HINA to form a purpose clause.

“in order that no one may boast [take pride in themselves].”
Eph 2:9 corrected translation
“not by works, in order that no one may boast [take pride in themselves].”
Explanation:
1.  “not by works,”

a.  The entire sentence reads: “For on the basis of grace you have been saved with the result that you are saved through faith; and this [salvation] [is] not from the source of  yourselves; [it is] a gift from God, not by works, in order that no one may boast [take pride in themselves].”

b.  Salvation is a gift from God.  Salvation is not attained by what we do.

c.  We can do nothing for our eternal salvation.  It is gift given to us by God.  We only have to accept the gift by trusting in God’s promise.


d.  We only have to believe that God will save us in order to be saved.  There is nothing else we can do.


e.  In Rom 11:5-6 Paul states, “Therefore, in the same manner also at the present time a remnant has come into existence according to a selection by means of grace.  Now if by means of grace [and it is], [then] no longer by means of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.”  This indicates that grace and human good for salvation are mutually exclusive.  If a person is doing good works in order to be saved, then they are not being saved by grace.  And if they are not being saved by grace, then they are not being saved.


f.  The fact that salvation is by grace is again stated by Paul in:



(1)  2 Tim 1:9, “the One [God the Father] having saved us and having called into the holy position, not according to our works but according to His own predetermined plan and grace, which has been given to us in Christ Jesus before time began,”


(2)  Tit 3:5, “not by means of works (the ones in righteousness which we have done) but on the basis of His mercy He saved us through the washing of regeneration; that is, through the renewal of the Holy Spirit,”

g.  The contrast between works and grace is mentioned by Paul many times:



(1)  Rom 3:20, “Therefore, by the works of the Law no human being will be justified in His presence [opinion, judgment], for through the Law [is] a consciousness of sin.”


(2)  Rom 3:28, “Therefore we conclude that man is justified by means of faith apart from the works of the Law.”


(3)  Rom 4:1-5, “Therefore, what shall we say that Abraham, our human forefather, has attained?  For if [assuming that] Abraham has been justified by means of works, he has something to be proud of, but not in relationship to God.  For what does the Scripture say?  ‘Now Abraham had believed in the God [Jesus Christ], and it was credited to him as righteousness.’  But to the one who works [for salvation], his pay is not credited on the basis of grace but on the basis of debt.  But to the one who does not work [for salvation], but believes on Him who justifies the godless one [the unbeliever], his faith is credited as righteousness.”


(4)  Rom 9:31-32, “but Israel, who ran after the Law with [human self-] righteousness, has not achieved the purpose of the Law.  Why?  Because [they did] not [pursue] by means of faith, but as if it could be done by means of works.  They have stumbled (tripped) over that rock of stumbling.”


(5)  Gal 2:16, “Furthermore we know that mankind is not justified by means of the works of the Law unless [he is justified] through faith in Jesus Christ, and so we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by means of the works of the Law, since by the works of the Law not any flesh will be justified.”


(6)  Gal 3:2-9, “I want to learn only this from you: did you receive the Spirit because of the works of the Law or because of the message of faith?  Are you so unintelligent, having begun in the Spirit, you are now accomplishing [the spiritual life] for yourselves?  Have you suffered so many things in vain?  If indeed you have even suffered in vain.  Therefore, He [the Lord Jesus Christ] who supplies the Spirit to you and works powers among you, [is it] because of the works of the Law or because of the message of doctrine?  Just as Abraham believed in God [the Lord Jesus Christ], and so it was credited to him as righteousness.  Consequently, you should recognize that those who are from the source of faith, these are the sons of Abraham.  In fact, the Scripture, having previously seen that God declares the Gentiles righteous by faith, proclaims the good news ahead of time to Abraham, ‘All the Gentiles will be blessed because of you.’  For this reason those who are by faith are blessed with believing Abraham.”
2.  “in order that no one may boast [take pride in themselves].”

a.  Paul concludes the sentence with the reason why God has provided salvation on the basis of grace rather than the human achievement of being a good person and living a good life.

b.  God does not want any person to ever be arrogant about their salvation.  God has put up with enough arrogance from Satan to last an eternity.  He doesn’t need more arrogance from human beings for the rest of eternity.

c.  People who are depending upon their own personal righteousness and holiness for salvation; that is, depending upon their own good works or good life, are inherently self-righteous.


d.  Self-righteous people are dependent upon self for being right.  They want to be right.  They need to be right.  They have to be right.  And only they can provide the right.  They do not depend upon God for what is right.


e.  Self-righteous people are arrogant.  Because they are arrogant, they enjoy talking about themselves and their accomplishments.


f.  Self-righteous people are braggarts, and the last thing God wants in heaven for all eternity is a bunch of people walking around bragging about what a wonderful life they lived in order to be saved.


g.  We cannot take pride in ourselves for salvation, because we do nothing to earn or deserve it.  God did all the doing and gives salvation to us as a free gift.  We have nothing to take pride in.  The only thing we take pride in regarding salvation is the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ.


h.  Related Scripture:



(1)  Rom 3:27, “Where then is boasting?   It is excluded.  By what principle?   By means of works?  Definitely not.  But by means of the principle of faith.”


(2)  1 Cor 1:27-29, “But God [the Father] has chosen the ‘stupid’ ones of the world, in order that He might put to shame the intellectuals, and God [the Father] has chosen the weak ones of the world in order that He might put to shame the powerful ones, and God has chosen the insignificant ones of the world and the rejected, the non-existent ones, in order that He might render powerless the existing ones, in order that nobody may boast in the presence of God.”


(3)  1 Cor 3:21, “Therefore, no one must boast in people.  For all things [related to the unique plan and spiritual life of the Church Age] are yours,”


(4)  Rom 5:11, “And not only this, but also we take pride in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through Whom we have now received this reconciliation.”


(5)  1 Cor 1:31, “in order that just as it stands written, “Let the one who boasts boast on account of the Lord.”


(6)  2 Cor 10:17, “But the one who boasts must boast in the Lord.”


(7)  Phil 1:26, “in order that your pride in Christ Jesus may abound by means of me through my return once more to you.”


(8)  Phil 3:3, “For we [mature believers] are the circumcision [for the Church Age], those who serve in the Spirit of God and take pride in Christ Jesus and do not have confidence in the flesh.”


(9)  Gal 6:14, “But may I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which cross the world [cosmic system] has been crucified with reference to me and I [have been crucified] with reference to the world [cosmic system].”

i.  If salvation were by means of our own good life, good deeds, and holy accomplishments, then there would be reason for boasting in ourselves, just as Paul argued in Rom 4:2, “For if [assuming that] Abraham has been justified by means of works, he has something to be proud of, but not in relationship to God.”

j.  God the Father made salvation dependent upon His grace rather than our being good and doing good, in order that none of us would ever be able to take pride in our own accomplishments as the basis for salvation.
� BDAG, p. 536
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