Eph 2:21



- is the preposition EN plus the dative of personal relationship from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “in relationship with Whom” or simply “in Whom” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all, every, whole, or entire” and the noun OIKODOMĒ, which means “a building” as in:
1 Cor 3:9, “For we are God’s co-workers; you are God’s cultivated field, God’s building.”
2 Cor 5:1, “For we know that if our earthly home, consisting of this tent, is demolished, we keep on having a building from God, an eternal, not made with human hands home in the heavens.”
“in relationship with Whom the whole building,”
- is the appositional nominative from the feminine singular present passive participle from the verb SUNARMOLOGEW, which means “to join together so as to form a coherent entity, fit/join together: of a building Eph 2:21; of the body Eph 4:16.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is continuing to go on during the Church Age.


The passive voice indicates that the Church Age believers receive the action of being fitted or joined together into a single building made by the Lord Jesus Christ.


The participle is circumstantial and temporal, being contemporaneous with the action of the main verb—“you are members of God’s household.”
“while being fitted together,”
- is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb AUXANW, which means “to grow.”

The present tense is a descriptive and customary present for what is reasonably expected to keep on occurring throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that the entire building of the Church produces the action of growing.

The indicative mood is declarative for a doctrinal statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the masculine singular noun NAOS and the adjective HAGIOS, meaning “into or resulting in a holy temple.”  The meaning of the word HAGIOS “shades over into the sense pure, perfect, worthy of God Rom 7:12; 11:16a; 12:1; 2 Pet 3:11; 1 Cor 3:17; Eph 2:21.”
  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “in the Lord.”
“keeps growing into a holy temple in the Lord;”
Eph 2:21 corrected translation
“in relationship with Whom the whole building, while being fitted together, keeps growing into a holy temple in the Lord;”
Explanation:
1.  “in relationship with Whom the whole building,”

a.  The entire sentence thus far reads: “As a result, therefore, you [Gentiles] are no longer foreigners and aliens, but you are fellow-citizens with the saints and members of God’s household, having been built upon the foundation consisting of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in relationship with Whom the whole building, while being fitted together, keeps growing into a holy temple in the Lord;…”

b.  The subject of this sentence is the Gentiles, who are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow-citizens.  By metaphor they are described here as part of the whole building.

c.  The whole building includes all Jews and all Gentiles who believe in Christ.  Both Jewish and Gentile believers have the identical relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ as the Church, the body of Christ, the bride of Christ, the branches of the tree, the household of God, and the spiritual building.  All these descriptions are New Testament metaphors for believers being in a unique, equal, and special relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

2.  “while being fitted together,”

a.  During this period of human history, called the Church Age, all the stones of the building are being fitted together.  Each believer in the Church is a stone in the building.

b.  The Greek architects did not use mortar and brick, but carved and shaped stones so that they fix perfectly together.  For example, when you look at a Greek column, it is difficult to see the seams between the individual stones, which are stacked upon one another.  The stones are so finely sanded and smoothed that the column looks seamless.


c.  In the same manner, God the Holy Spirit is perfectly fitting together each member of the royal family into the household of God.  He does this by providing the same equal privileges and opportunities in the spiritual life.  We are given the same righteousness of God, the same eternal life, the same position in Christ, the same priesthood, the same ambassadorship, and many other things.

d.  Paul will use this same concept again in Eph 4:16, “Because of whom [Lord Jesus Christ], the entire body, being joined together, and being inculcated by every joint of supply [pastor-teacher] on the basis of the operational power [omnipotence of Holy Spirit], in measure, one [pastor-teacher] for each part [congregation]; he himself causes the growth of the body resulting in its edification by means of virtue-love.”

e.  The entire royal family is joined or fitted together by the baptism of the Spirit, which is the ministry of God the Holy Spirit by which He identifies us with Jesus Christ forever.  This is also called being in union with Christ, or simply, being in Christ.


f.  Being fitted together into one body, one building, or one household is a grace ministry of the Spirit.  We cannot earn it and do not deserve it.


g.  Being fitted together into one building has certain characteristics.


(1)  It is not an experience.  It is not an emotional activity or ecstatics.  Therefore, it is not related to speaking in tongues.  It is not related to human feeling.



(2)  It is not progressive.  Therefore, it cannot be improved in either time or eternity.  Our union with Christ is perfect from the moment of salvation.



(3)  It is not related to any human merit, ability, or works.  There is nothing we can do to have the baptism of the Spirit.



(4)  It is obtained at the moment of salvation through faith alone in Christ alone.  It is not a post salvation experience.  It is not the ‘second blessing,’ so called by Holy Rollers.  Union with Christ is a completed ministry by the Holy Spirit.  Hence, it cannot be reversed by any human failure.



(5)  It is eternal and unchangeable in nature.  It cannot be canceled or changed by God, angels, or man.  It is a part of your eternal security.  No renunciation; no sin, human good, or evil; no moral or immoral degeneracy can cancel this ministry of the Holy Spirit.

 

(6)  It is known and understood only through perception of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.  Therefore, it cannot be applied in a state of ignorance.  It is invisible, not subject to empiricism; it is subject to cognition of Bible doctrine only.



(7)  The baptism of the Spirit is not a matter of the believer’s volition.  It is one of the unique features of the Church Age, making the Church Age believer unique because it is the basis for making us royal family of God.

3.  “keeps growing into a holy temple in the Lord;”

a.  The whole building keeps growing into a holy temple in the Lord.

b.  The fact we are a holy temple in the Lord is also taught by Paul in:


(1)  1 Cor 3:16-17, “Do you not understand that you are the temple of God, and the Spirit of God lives in you?  If anyone corrupts the temple of God, God will destroy that one.  For the temple of God is sacred, who by your very nature you are.”


(2)  2 Cor 6:16, “And what sort of mutual agreement does the temple of God have with idols?  Therefore, we are the temple of the living God, just as God said, ‘I will live in them, and walk [among them] and I will be their God and they will be My people.”

c.  The entire building is expected to keep growing until it is complete.  When the building is completed, the exit-resurrection of the Church from human history will occur and the great tribulation (the seven year period prior to the second advent of Christ) will begin.


d.  The concept of ‘growing’ here does not refer to the spiritual growth of the individual believer, which is certainly taught in Scripture (2 Pet 3:18), but to the ‘growth’ or construction of the building.

e.  Therefore, we have another metaphor here.  The body of Christ or royal family of God is described as a holy temple in the Lord.  All Church Age believers are part of this holy temple.


f.  God the Holy Spirit keeps on building the holy temple of the Church by continuing to put each individual believer into union with Christ.


g.  We are the temple in the Lord because Jesus Christ as the Shekinah glory indwells us.


h.  We are holy, not by what we do or do not do, but by what God the Holy Spirit does for us.


i.  A temple of God must have the Shekinah Glory as the guarantee of escrow blessing.  This is why we must be a temple.  The Holy Spirit takes our body and makes it a temple for the indwelling of Jesus Christ as the guarantee of blessing in time and eternity.  We don’t have the ability to destroy the temple which God the Holy Spirit has built in our body.  He built the temple, He maintains the temple, not us.  Health is not the key to your spiritual life, and not the reflection of your spiritual life.  Your health is based on your genetics, metabolism, allergies, environment, common sense, mental attitude, but it has nothing to do with your spiritual life.
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