Eph 2:2
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- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine plural relative pronoun HOS, referring back to the feminine plural noun HAMARTIA at the end of the previous verse.  It is translated “in the sphere of which [sins].”  Then we have the adverb of time POTE, which means “once, formerly.”  This is followed by the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “you walked” and is used figuratively for the manner in which a person lives their life.

The aorist tense is historical or constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the entire lifestyle of the believer when they were an unbeliever and regards it as a historical fact.


The active voice indicates that all believers produced the action of living a life of sinfulness prior to being saved from that life.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of general reference from the masculine singular article and adjective AIWN, which means “age; a period of time.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “of this world” in the sense of “characterized by this world.”
“in the sphere of which you formerly walked according to the age characterized by this world,”
- is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of general reference from the masculine singular article and noun ARCHWN, which means “according to the ruler, lord, or prince.”  With this we have the genitive of subordination or ablative of rank [meaning: over] from the feminine singular article and noun EXOUSIA, translated “over the sphere in which power is exercised: domain Lk 4:6; 23:7; 22:53; Col 1:13; domain of the air Eph 2:2.”
  “The genitive substantive specifies that which is subordinated to or under the dominion of the head noun.”
  Then we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun AĒR, meaning “the space above the earth: sky, space, air ‘the ruler of the kingdom of the air’; i.e. Satan, Eph 2:2.”
  This prepositional phrase is in apposition to the previous prepositional phrase in that it gives a further explanation of who provides the standard by which the unbelievers of this world live their life.
“according to the ruler over the domain of the air,”
- is the genitive of subordination (or ablative of rank) from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “spiritual state, state of mind, disposition as in ‘with love and a gentle spirit’ 1 Cor 4:21; Gal 6:1; ‘the spirit of your thinking’ Eph 4:23 and ‘with the imperishable (gift) of a quiet disposition’ 1 Pet 3:4.”
  “The semantic force of subordination here would be ‘the one who rules over the domain of the air, over the spirit …’  Although some take PNEUMATOS as a genitive of apposition to ARCHONTA, this is semantically impossible because such cannot occur when both nouns are personal.  The idea of this text, then, is that the devil controls non-believers both externally (the environment or domain of the air) and internally (attitudes or spirit).”
  This is followed by the appositional genitive from the neuter singular articular present active participle of the verb ENERGEW, which means “work, be at work, be active, operate, or be effective.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “which spiritual state or disposition.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and continues until the Second Advent of Christ.


The active voice indicates that the spiritual status or disposition of negative volition and antagonism toward God (see Paul’s description in Rom 1:16-32) produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the adverb of time NUN, meaning “now.”  The phrase is translated “which is now working” or “which is now operational.”
Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place or sphere from the masculine plural article and noun HUIOS, meaning “in the sons.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun APEITHEIA, which means “of disobedience, in our literature always of disobedience toward God sometimes with the connotation of disbelief in the Christian gospel: Eph 2:2; 5:6; Col 3:6.  It is used of disobedience of Israelites Rom 11:30; Heb 4:6, 11; and of all humanity Rom 11:32.”
  It means to refuse to believe the Christian message of salvation.
“over the spiritual state which is now working in the sons of disobedience;”
Eph 2:2 corrected translation
“in the sphere of which you formerly walked according to the age characterized by this world, according to the ruler over the domain of the air, over the spiritual state which is now working in the sons of disobedience;”
Explanation:
1.  “in the sphere of which you formerly walked according to the age characterized by this world,”

a.  Paul continues his thought about the previous spiritual death of the believer by indicating that all of us lived a life of transgression and personal sin.  The sentence thus far says, “Furthermore when you were dead in the sphere of your transgressions and your sins, in the sphere of which you formerly walked according to the age characterized by this world, according to the ruler over the domain of the air, over the spiritual state which is now working in the sons of disobedience,…”

b.  As unbelievers, all of us lived a life of sinfulness and rejection of the will of God, whether we knew we were sinning or not.  Our entire life was a life of sinfulness and rejection of God.

c.  This same idea is expressed in Col 3:5-7, “Therefore put to death the parts [of your life] which belong to the earth: unlawful sexual intercourse, immorality, sinful sexual passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry, because of which things the judgment [anger, wrath] of God is coming, in which things [sins] even you formerly walked, when you lived in these things.”

d.  The phrase “the age characterized by this world” is defined by Paul in Gal 1:4, “this present evil age.”

e.  Satan is the ruler of this age as stated in 2 Cor 4:4, “in whom, the god of this age has blinded their unbelieving minds, that they might not see distinctly and discern the truth (illumination) of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”

f.  The use of the word “age” is a figure of speech called metonymy.  “Metonymy is a figure by which one name or noun is used instead of another, to which it stands in a certain relation.  Metonymy is not founded on resemblance, but on relation.  When we say that a person writes “a bad hand,” we do not mean a hand, but we use the noun “hand” for the characters which it writes.  Here we have metonymy, when that which pertains to anything is put for the thing itself.  Eph 2:2, “according to the age of this world”; i.e., according to the practices, and customs, and follies of the world.  Metonymy is also used for the word AIWN in Rom 12:2, “Be not conformed to this age”: i.e., to the passing fashions, practices, and maxims of this world.  Mt 13:22, “The cares of this world”: literally, “of this age”; i.e., the things of this life.  Lk 16:8, “The children of this age”: those who are living for the present things of this world.”


g.  Therefore, by metonymy, the phrase ‘the age of this world’ actually refers to the lifestyle, passing fashions, practices, and maxims of this world.  Thus Paul is saying that as unbelievers we lived according to cosmic standards of Satan during that period of our human life.  Each generation lives according to the lifestyle of their period of human history.  Each period of human history or age lives according the standards Satan sets up for that period of human history as the ruler of the world of unbelievers.

h.  The world, and everything that belongs to it, appears as that which is hostile to God; that is, lost in sin, wholly at odds with anything divine, ruined and depraved.  This status is described in many passages:



(1)  Jn 1:10, “He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.”


(2)  Jn  8:23, “And He was saying to them, ‘You are from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this world.’”


(3)  Jn 12:25, “He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it to life eternal.”


(4)  Jn 12:31a, “Now judgment is upon this world.”


(5)  Jn 16:11, “and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.”


(6)  Jn 18:36, “Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not of this world.  If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.’”


(7)  1 Jn 4:17, “By this [residing in His love] unconditional love has been brought to completion by us, in order that we might have confidence in the day of judgment, because just as He has been [Incarnate Christ in the spiritual life], so also we are in this world.”


(8)  1 Cor 2:12, “Now we have not received the spirit of this world [cosmic thinking] from God [the Holy Spirit], but the [human] spirit, in order that we might understand the things which have been graciously given to us by God [the Father],”


(8)  1 Cor 3:19, “For the wisdom of this world is nonsense in the judgment of God.  For it stands written, ‘He is the One who catches the wise in their cunning.’”


(9)  1 Cor 7:31b, “for the manner in which this world works is passing away.”


(10)  1 Cor 11:32, “However, when we are being judged, we are disciplined by the Lord, in order that we might not be condemned with the world.”


(11)  Gal 4:3, “So we also, as long as we kept on being infants, we were enslaved under the fundamental principles of the cosmic system.”


(11)  Gal 6:14, “But may I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which cross the cosmic system has been crucified with reference to me and I [have been crucified] with reference to the cosmic system.”


(12)  Col 2:8, “Beware that there will be no one who takes you captive through their false teaching and empty deception according to the tradition from men on the basis of the fundamental principles of the world and not on the basis of Christ,”


(13)  Col 2:20, “If you have died with Christ from the fundamental principles of the world [and you have], why, as if you are living in the cosmic system, do you submit yourselves to [religious] rules and regulations?”

i.  Satan has his system for ruling the world in every period of human history and each generation within those periods of human history.


j.  Every one of us lived our lives according to Satan’s system, which includes known and unknown sins against God.  Our lifestyle was a lifestyle of sin and rejection of God, which is exactly what Satan wanted as the ruler of this world.
 2.  “according to the ruler over the domain of the air,”

a.  This phrase is appositional to the previous prepositional phrase.  It explains what Paul meant by what he previously said.

b.  We lived our life according to the sinful pattern of life of Satan’s cosmic system; that is, we lived our life as an unbeliever according to the desires of the ruler of the first and second heavens: Satan.  The first heaven is the atmosphere around the earth.  The second heaven is the stellar universe.  Satan is the ruler of the world and operates in the stellar universe along with his demon forces of fallen angels.


c.  The fact that Satan is the ruler of the world and the entire cosmic system is declared in:



(1)  1 Jn 5:19, “We know that we are from God, and the entire world [cosmic system] is under the control of the evil one [Satan].”


(2)  1 Jn 4:4, “You are from God, dear children, and you have overcome them [the antichrists], because greater is the One [Holy Spirit] in you than the one [Satan] in the world.”


(3)  Jn 12:31b, “now the ruler of this world will be cast out.”


(4)  Jn 16:11, “and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.”


(5)  Jn 14:30, “I will not speak much more with you, for the ruler of the world is coming, and he has nothing in Me.”

d.  Walking according to the rulership of Satan is also described by Paul in 2 Tim 2:26, “and that they should come to their senses again out of the devil’s trap, having been held captive by him for the purpose of his will.”

e.  The dominion or rule of Satan is also described in Acts 26:18, “to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.”

f.  The domain of the air is called the domain of darkness by Paul in Col 1:13, “[The Father] who has delivered us from the authority [power, domain] of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love.”
3.  “over the spiritual state which is now working in the sons of disobedience;”

a.  This phrase is an additional explanation of that over which Satan rules.  He also rules over the spiritual status of spiritual death in the life of the unbeliever.

b.  The spiritual state now working in unbelievers is the spiritual state of spiritual death.  Satan rules the unbeliever in the state of spiritual death.

c.  The phrase “the sons of disobedience” is also used in:


(1)  Eph 5:6, “Let no one deceive you with empty words; for because of these things [sins of degeneracy], the wrath of God is coming on the sons of disbelief [unbelievers].”


(2)  The phrase is also found in many manuscripts in Col 3:6, but not the oldest and best manuscripts, indicating it was probably a scribal insertion or addition.


d.  The spiritual state of the sons of disobedience is described by Paul in Rom 11:30-32, “Therefore just as at one time [prior to the Church Age] you [Gentiles] had been disobedient to God [unwilling to listen to and obey the gospel], but now [Church Age] you have received mercy because of their [Jew’s] disobedient unbelief [unwilling to listen to and obey the gospel], so also now [Church Age] these [Jews] have disobeyed because of the mercy belonging to you, in order that now [Church Age] they [Jewish remnant] also might receive mercy [evangelized by you the Gentiles].  For God has locked up the entire human race because of disobedience [Adam’s original sin], in order that He might have mercy on the entire human race.”

e.  Satan is the ruler of the world and the ruler of the status of spiritual death.  Therefore, Satan completely rules the sons of disobedience; that is, the sons of disbelief.
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