Eph 2:18



- is the use of the conjunction HOTI to introduce a result.  It is translated “so that, or with the result that.”  The meaning “because” or “for” does not make good sense here.  To say that Christ preached peace to Jews and Gentiles because we have access to God does not make good sense.
  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “through the agency of Him” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.
“so that through the agency of Him”
- is the first person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is a descriptive and gnomic or static present for what is now going on and will continue as an absolute state forever.


The active voice indicates that both Jews and Gentiles in union with Christ as the body of Christ or the Church produce the action of having what is about to be described here.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PROSAGWGĒ, which means “a way of approach, access (access point for ships; of ground that offered no access to enemy forces); Eph 2:18; 3:12 Rom 5:2.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and adjective AMPHOTEROI, meaning “the both” as we had in verses 14 and 16.
“both have access”
- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular adjective HEIS, meaning “by means of one” and the noun PNEUMA, meaning “Spirit” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.  This can also mean “one and the same Spirit 1 Cor 12:13; Eph 2:18; 4:4.”
  Finally, we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place or direction from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “to the Father” and referring to God the Father.
“by means of one Spirit to the Father.”
Eph 2:18 corrected translation
“so that through the agency of Him both have access by means of one Spirit to the Father.”
Explanation:

1.  “so that through the agency of Him”

a.  The entire sentence reads: “Furthermore when He came, He proclaimed peace to you, the far away ones, and peace to the near ones, so that through the agency of Him both have access by means of one Spirit to the Father.”

b.  Paul concludes his thought in this sentence with a key result of reconciliation.

c.  Reconciliation of both Jew and Gentile to God has resulted in a unique access to God the Father for both Jew and Gentile that has never existed before in human history.


d.  This access to God the Father comes only through the agency of Jesus Christ.


e.  All access to God the Father for the Church Age believer is through the agency of Jesus Christ.  This is one of the reasons why the Father invited our Lord Jesus Christ to be seated in the place of honor at His right side.


f.  We always come to God the Father in prayer through the agency of our Lord Jesus Christ.


g.  There is a chain of command and protocol for the royal family of God.  We go to our authority—the Lord Jesus Christ.  Our Lord Jesus Christ in his humanity goes to His authority—God the Father.


h.  Jesus Christ as our agent of access to the grace plan of God the Father is also mentioned in Rom 5:1-2, “Therefore having been justified by faith, let us have harmony in relation to God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Through Whom also we have access by means of faith into this grace in which we stand; and so let us have pride based on absolute confidence in the glory of God.”
2.  “both have access”

a.  Reconciliation has provided access to God the Father for both Jew and Gentile.  There is no partiality with God.

b.  The Jew no longer has any special privilege of being nearer to God than the Gentile.  The Gentile is no longer inferior to the Jew because he is far away from God.  Both now have equal opportunity and equal privilege of equal access to the throne of grace.

c.  Royalty is commanded to come to God the Father, now that we have access to Him, Heb 4:16, “Therefore, let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”

d.  Paul will reiterate this principle in Eph 3:12, “in whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him.”

e.  Our access to God the Father is our prayer life.  Because of our position in Christ, we have the complete freedom to go to the Father in prayer and ask for anything.


f.  Our Lord presented this concept in detail in His last discourse to the disciples before His betrayal:



(1)  Jn 4:13, “Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.”


(2)  Jn 15:16, “You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.”


(3)  Jn 16:23-27, “In that day you will not question Me about anything.  Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything in My name, He will give it to you.  Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be made full.  These things I have spoken to you in figurative language; an hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figurative language, but will tell you plainly of the Father.  In that day you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I will request of the Father on your behalf; for the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me and have believed that I came forth from the Father.”

g.  Prayer is our direct access to God the Father.

3.  “by means of one Spirit to the Father.”

a.  The object of our access is “to the Father.”  The means by which that access is made is through fellowship with the Holy Spirit.

b.  Fellowship with the Holy Spirit is the means by which we have access to God the Father in prayer.  Our Lord Jesus Christ is the agent of access to the Father.  The Holy Spirit is the means of access to the Father.


c.  All three members of the Trinity are involved intimately in our prayer life.


d.  The phrase “by means of one Spirit” is echoed in 1 Cor 12:13, “For indeed, we all have been baptized [identified] by one Spirit into one body, whether Jews or Greeks or slaves or freemen, in fact we were all caused to drink one Spirit.”

e.  Paul will expand this thought in Eph 4:3-6, “Be diligent to guard the unity of the Spirit by means of the bond of peace [reconciliation].  There is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called [common grace] with reference to one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism [of the Holy Spirit], one God, even the Father of all [believers], who is over all [believers], and the source of all [blessings], and in all [believers].”

f.  Since access to the Father refers to the prayer life of the believer, it is important to understand the protocol or proper procedure God has set up for all Church Age believers.


(1)  We must be in fellowship with God for God to hear our prayers.  God does not hear the prayer requests of sinners, Jn 9:31.  Therefore, the first thing we do in prayer is acknowledge our sin/sins to God, 1 Jn 1:9.



(2)  The second protocol of prayer is thankfulness or giving thanks to God for all He has done for us.



(3)  The third protocol of prayer is petition or prayer on behalf of others.



(4)  The fourth protocol of prayer is requests on behalf of self.  These requests must be compatible with the will of God or the answer from God will be “No.”
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