Eph 2:17



- is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, which introduces another thought into the discussion.  It can be translated “Also, Moreover, or Furthermore.”  With this we have the appositional nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which regards the action as a past fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action of coming to the world of mankind as a true human being and living among men as any normal man would live.


The participle is temporal, emphasizing the time when this action occurred.  It is translated “when He came.”
“Furthermore when He came,”
- is the third person singular aorist middle indicative from the verb EUAGGELIZW, which means “to proclaim the divine message of salvation: proclaim the gospel Lk 4:43; Acts 8:35; 13:32; Gal 1:8b, 16; Eph 2:17; 3:8; 1 Cor 15:1; 2 Cor 11:7.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action as a fact in the past in its entirety without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or results.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action of proclaiming the good news of reconciliation to the Gentiles.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, which means “peace” in the sense of reconciliation or peace between God and man.
“He proclaimed peace”
- is the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the Gentiles.  Then we have the appositional dative masculine plural from the article and adverb MAKRAN, meaning “far away.”  This adverb has been substantivized by the article, so that literally it says, “the far away ones.”  This articular adverb further defines to whom Paul refers by the personal pronoun SU.
“to you, the far away ones [Gentiles],”
- is the connective or continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the  accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, which again means “peace” in the sense of reconciliation or peace between God and man.  Finally, we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural article and adverb EGGUS, meaning “to the near ones,” which refers to the Jews.
“and peace to the near ones,”
Eph 2:17 corrected translation
“Furthermore when He came, He proclaimed peace to you, the far away ones [Gentiles], and peace to the near ones,”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore when He came,”

a.  Paul continues his discussion by relating his subject of the reconciliation of Jew and Gentile to the much more important reconciliation of man to God.

b.  The emphasis here is that when Christ came to earth during His first advent and provided reconciliation between Jew and Gentile, He also proclaimed the message of salvation and reconciliation between God and man to both Jews and Gentiles alike.

c.  The phrase “when He came” obviously refers to the first advent of Christ, since the subject “He” is still the Lord Jesus Christ, mentioned at the end of verse 13.

2.  “He proclaimed peace”

a.  The message of our Lord during His first advent was the proclamation of reconciliation or peace between God and sinful mankind.

b.  Our Lord’s message was that He would provide this reconciliation.

c.  Our Lord proclaimed the message of eternal salvation through faith alone in Himself to two groups of people: those who were far away and those who were near.


d.  “The words ‘far’ and ‘near’ of verses 13 and 17 (cf. Isa 57:19; Dan 9:7) were rabbinic technical terms for the Gentiles and the Jews (Numbers Rabbah 8:4).”


e.  Our Lord’s proclamation of peace is mentioned in:



(1)  Jn 14:27, “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you.  Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.”


(2)  Jn 16:33, “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”
3.  “to you, the far away ones [Gentiles],”

a.  The words ‘far away’ and ‘near’ used here by Paul come from the statement in Isa 57:19, “‘Creating the praise of the lips.  Peace, peace to him who is far and to him who is near,’ says the Lord, ‘and I will heal him.’”

b.  Those who are far away can also refer to the Jews of the dispersion, Dan 9:7, “Righteousness belongs to You, O Lord, but to us open shame, as it is this day to the men of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, those who are nearby and those who are far away in all the countries to which You have driven them, because of their unfaithful deeds which they have committed against You.”

c.  Peter, in his speech on the day of Pentecost also used the term ‘far away’ in reference to the Jews of the diaspora, who were in Jerusalem for the Passover, Acts 2:39, “For the promise [of eternal salvation] is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.”  Peter did not realize when he said this that it also referred to the Gentiles.  He would not learn that lesson until the events of Acts 10-11.

d.  Paul understood from the beginning of His ministry that his ministry was to the Gentiles, whom the Lord even declared as the ones “far away,” Acts 22:21, “And He said to me, ‘Go.  For I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’”

e.  Therefore, ‘the far away ones’ refers to the Jews of the diaspora (dispersion) and also to the Gentiles.


f.  The message of the gospel of eternal salvation through faith alone in Christ alone was heard by Gentiles during our Lord’s first advent as proven by:


(1)  The Samaritan woman at the well, Jn 4:7ff.


(2)  The Roman Centurion, Mt 8:5ff; Lk 7:1ff.


(3)  The Syrophoenician woman of Tyre, Mk 7:24ff.

g.  The entire ministry of Paul was the message of reconciliation to the far away ones—the Gentiles.
4.  “and peace to the near ones,”

a.  The second segment of the human race to receive the message of reconciliation through faith in Christ was those who are ‘near’.  This is a reference to the Jews, who were considered near to God, because they were God’s ‘chosen people’. 

b.  Even though the Jews considered themselves near to God, this did not save them.  Their nearness to God still required reconciliation to God by the work of Jesus Christ on the Cross.

c.  The Jews may have considered themselves near to God and called themselves ‘the near ones’, but they were in reality no nearer to God than the Gentiles, because of their identical state of total depravity.


d.  Therefore, the Jewish unbelievers required the identical reconciliation to God as the Gentiles required.


e.  However, because the Jews were God’s chosen people, the message of reconciliation came to them first and also to the Gentile.



(1)  Rom 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the purpose of salvation for all those who believe, not only to the Jew first but also to the Gentile.”


(2)  Rom 2:10-11, “There is glory and honor and prosperity to everyone who accomplishes the good, not only especially to the Jew but also to the Gentile.  For there is no partiality with God.”

f.  Paul’s point here is that Jesus Christ has provided reconciliation to God for both the Jew and the Gentile, because there is no partiality with God.  This has been God’s message of salvation from the beginning and will continue to be the message of salvation throughout human history.

g.  This is why we have a ministry of reconciliation to everyone we come to know and have opportunity to witness, 2 Cor 5:17-20, “For this reason, if anyone [is] in Christ [and he is], [he is] a new creature.  The old things have passed away.  Notice, new things have originated.  Moreover all things [are] from the source of God, who reconciled us to Himself through the agency of Christ and has given us the service of reconciliation, since God certainly kept on being in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing to them their sins, and yet having established by us the message of reconciliation.  Therefore, we are ambassadors on behalf of Christ.  Because God is appealing through us, we ask on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”
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