Eph 2:10



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and explaining why no believer may take pride in their accomplishments as the reason for their salvation.  Then we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  AUTOS goes with the predicate nominative neuter singular from the noun POIĒMA, which means “that which is made: work, creation, in our literature it is only used of the works of divine creation: the things (God) created Rom 1:20; of Christians we are (God’s) creation, Eph 2:10.”
  With this we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “we are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a present fact, without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of being God’s creation as a new spiritual species.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
“For we are His creation,”
- is the nominative masculine first person plural aorist passive participle from the verb KTIZW, which means “to bring something into existence, create, in our literature it is used of God’s creative activity 1 Tim 4:3; Eph 2:10, 15; 3:9; 4:24; Col 1:16; 3:10; 1 Cor 11:9; Rom 1:25; Eph 2:10.”


The aorist tense is a consummative aorist, which gathers the past, completed action into a single whole and emphasizes the results.


The passive voice indicates that all Church Age believers receive the action.


The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the main verb “we are.”  What we are now is based upon what God did for us at salvation.  The participle is translated “having been created.”
Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of personal relationship from the masculine singular proper nouns CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “in Christ Jesus.”  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the dative “of purpose: call someone for something, Gal 5:13; for impurity, 1 Thes 4:7; for good deeds Eph 2:10; for the ruin of those who hear 2 Tim 2:14.”
  With the preposition we have the neuter plural noun ERGON, meaning “works, production, deeds, accomplishments, achievements, actions, etc.” and the adjective AGATHOS, meaning “good pertaining to meeting a high standard of worth and merit.”
  The word AGATHOS refers to something that has intrinsic worth, value, or good in it.  It is [intrinsically] good.

“having been created in Christ Jesus for [intrinsically] good actions”
- is the appositional dative from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring back to the dative neuter plural adjective and noun “good actions,” just mentioned.  The relative pronoun is so strongly attracted to the previous noun that it takes its case in order to show its relationship to that noun.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PROETOIMAZW, which means “to prepare beforehand or in advance Rom 9:23.”


The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist, which views the action as a past fact.

The active voice indicates that God produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of doctrinal fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”
“which God prepared in advance,”
- is the conjunction HINA, which is used to introduce both purpose and result clauses.  Here we have a blending of purpose and result.  It can be translated simply “that.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the third person neuter plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “in them” and referring to the “good actions” mentioned previously in the neuter plural.  Finally, we have the first person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk, conduct one’s life, comport oneself, behave, live; always more exactly defined by a prepositional expression.  The sphere in which one lives or ought to live, so as to be characterized by that sphere, is designated by : in sins Eph 2:2; Col 3:7; in good deeds Eph 2:10.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the action we should take during our entire spiritual life and regards it as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that every Church Age believer is expected to produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive of obligation.  This is almost equivalent to a command.  This was an idiom in Hellenistic Greek, in which HINA with the subjunctive was used in place of a verb in the imperative mood; thus the idea and sense of obligation.  The subjunctive mood is used to emphasize the volition of the believer being involved in producing the action.  The idea of potential obligation is brought out in English by the word “should”: ‘you should do this’ gives the sense of strong obligation.
“that we should walk in them.”
Eph 2:10 corrected translation
“For we are His creation, having been created in Christ Jesus for [intrinsically] good actions, which God prepared in advance, that we should walk in them.”
Explanation: 
1.  “For we are His creation,”

a.  Paul continues with an explanation of why no believer may take pride in their accomplishments as the reason for their salvation.  We cannot take pride in or boast about our works, achievements, or accomplishments because we are the creation of God.

b.  Paul’s argument is very simple here: we are not saved by our works, because we are the work of God.

c.  How are we God’s creation?



(1)  We are created spiritually by God at the moment of salvation.  God the Holy Spirit regenerates and creates a human spirit in the spiritually dead unbeliever.



(2)  Then God the Father imputes or gives His eternal life to that human spirit.  This is the concept of regeneration or being born again.



(3)  We are also given our very own spiritual life through the filling of God the Holy Spirit as the power for the execution of God’s will.



(4)  God provides everything we need as a new spiritual species to live a new life based upon an intimate and very special relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ, which is called in Scripture ‘being in Christ’.



(5)  The new spiritual species originates from regeneration and the mechanics of the baptism of the Holy Spirit—being placed into union with Christ.


(6)  The new spiritual species of the Church Age formed by the baptism of the Holy Spirit erases all racial distinctions between Jew and Gentile, plus all other racial distinctions in the royal family of God.  In fact, with the coming of the Church Age and the baptism of the Spirit, the following distinctions are removed:  racial, cultural, social, and sexual, Gal 3:26‑28; Eph 2:11‑12; 1 Cor 12:13ff.


d.  The new spiritual species is classified as body of Christ, royal family of God, and the Church.  The new spiritual species is unique and exclusive to the Church Age only.  The new spiritual species provides equal privilege and equal opportunity for all believers in the execution of God’s will, plan, and purpose for the Church Age.


e.  The origin of the new spiritual species results from the Holy Spirit’s ministries at salvation: regeneration, filling, and baptism.



(1)  The baptism of the Spirit and the formation of the royal family of God at the point of salvation through faith in Christ takes every category of homo sapien, erases any distinctions, and puts him in union with Christ.  He is no longer any race or color, rich or poor; he is royal family of God forever.



(2)  Once you understand this doctrine, you no longer think of yourself in terms of human distinctions, but as a distinct personality for whom God has provided the most fantastic plan and the greatest opportunity in all of human history.  The new spiritual species is unique to the Church Age.


f.  The reason for the new spiritual species is the perpetuation of the spiritual life of our Lord during His hypostatic union for the demonstration of the power of the spiritual life in the Church Age.  This extension demands that all the power first given to Jesus Christ in hypostatic union now be available to every believer (although it is not used by many believers).  The new spiritual species is designed to have and use the greatest power ever given to man to demonstrate the love of God toward others.



(1)  Our Lord’s humanity relied upon the power of the Holy Spirit and doctrine in His soul to demonstrate God’s great unconditional love toward all.  He functioned perfectly in His spiritual life throughout His life and so relied on the omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit.


(2)  Now we are created to complement our Lord’s strategic victory with a tactical victory.  We have the operational‑type spiritual life, which extends to us the same maximum availability of divine power, in order to demonstrate the reality of unconditional love toward all.  The omnipotence of God the Father has provided us a portfolio of invisible assets, the omnipotence of God the Son sustains the universe and human history, and the omnipotence of the Holy Spirit empowers us as new spiritual species to carry out the Father’s plan and demonstrate the function of unconditional love as the resolution of the angelic conflict.


(3)  We stand on the threshold of eternity with the opportunity to have historical impact or can sink back into the morass of our preoccupation with self, our erroneous standards and priorities, our mixed‑up, confused, and hopeless, standing‑around‑waiting‑to‑be‑amused attitude.  We have a choice.  Whether we ever exploit our fantastic opportunity or not depends upon our cognition and metabolization of doctrine, resultant spiritual growth, and willingness to become doers of the word of God and not hearers only.


(4)  We have the same assets and divine power available to us as Jesus Christ.  We had to be created a new spiritual species at salvation, apart from which we could not use this divine power.


g.  The purpose of the new spiritual species is to make available God’s power to all believers for an invisible impact on history and the angelic conflict.


(1)  The unprecedented grace provision of divine power to every believer demands a new spiritual species for the utilization of that power.  This power could never have been used by the Old Testament saints, since they were not a spiritual species, but a new racial species—the Jew.


(2)  Just as we did not feel or experience the baptism of the Spirit at salvation, so we will not feel or experience the fantastic historical invisible impact of being a spiritually mature new spiritual species.  In eternity, all of man’s efforts in history are blotted out, and the only things recorded in the historical records of eternity are what mature believers did to change the course of history.



(3)  The result of the new spiritual species is the invisible historical impact of the mature believer in three categories.  Personal impact is blessing by association when you receive your escrow blessings for time through execution of God’s plan.  National impact is historical impact in the client nation through the pivot of mature believers.  International impact is blessing to non‑client nations through quality missionaries sent from the client nation.


h.  Characteristics of the New Spiritual Species.



(1)  The new spiritual species is created by the regeneration, filling, and baptism of the Spirit at salvation.



(2)  The new spiritual species is forever protected from liability at the Last Judgment; you cannot lose your status as new spiritual species, Rom 8:1.



(3)  The new spiritual species possesses eternal life, 1 Jn 5:11‑12.



(4)  The new spiritual species possesses a double divine righteousness:  the imputed perfect righteousness of God the Father, Rom 3:22, and the perfect righteousness we share with Jesus Christ through positional sanctification, 1 Cor 1:30.



(5)  The new spiritual species has a guaranteed inheritance protected by the omnipotence of God.  1 Pet 1:4-5, “for an imperishable inheritance not only undefiled but also unfading, having been guarded in the heavens for you, who are guarded by the power of God through faith resulting in a deliverance [which is] ready to be revealed in the last time.”


(6)  Being a new spiritual species is not progressive.  It cannot be improved in time or in eternity.  It is a gift of God and originates from His sovereignty; therefore, we cannot improve it by anything we do.



(7)  Being a new spiritual species is not an emotion or an experience.  It is not an empirical function.  Emotion is a normal part of life, a normal soul function, but it has no part in the Christian life or spiritual life other than to appreciate with joy and happiness all God has done and will do for us.  You can be filled with the Holy Spirit and be emotional about something, but emotion is not a sign of spirituality; it is not a function of the filling of the Holy Spirit.



(8)  Being a new spiritual species is not related to any form of human works or human merit.



(9)  The new spiritual species of the Church Age is both justified and sanctified.  We are justified as new spiritual species, Rom 3:24, “receiving justification without payment by means of His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.”  We are sanctified (entered into union with Christ) as new spiritual species, 1 Cor 1:2, 30; Heb 10:10, 14.



(10)  The new spiritual species is unique to the Church Age; it never existed in any previous dispensation, nor will it exist in any future dispensation to other believers.

i.  Documentation.



(1)  Circumcision in the ritual plan of God was the sign of the new racial species of Israel.  But Paul says in Gal 6:15, “For neither the circumcision [the Jew] nor the uncircumcision [the Gentile] is anything, but the new creation is something.”  The new racial species has been replaced in the Church Age by the new spiritual species.



(2)  2 Cor 5:17, “For this reason, if anyone in Christ [and he is], a new creature.  The old things [spiritual death and slavery to the sin nature] have passed away [and lost their power].  Notice, new things [the spiritual life with its new power] have originated.”



(a)  The believer still has the old sin nature, but it cannot function or control his life apart from his own consent and negative volition.  The old things of spiritual death and slavery to the sin nature have passed away and lost their power, but only by the use of divine power in the new spiritual life by the new spiritual species.




(b)  The Greek words KAINĒ KTISIS are two of the most startling words in the New Testament.  This phrase does not mean simply that we have been renovated.  It means we have been created a new creature.




(c)  Old things (ARCHAIOS) refer to the pre‑salvation state.





i.  This refers to position in Adam and its resultant real spiritual death plus slavery to the old sin nature, including pre‑salvation handicaps such as genetic, environmental, and volitional handicaps.  Only our human volition in determining to sin or execute human good can give the old sin nature its power.  God has destroyed the power of the old sin nature, though we still possess it.





ii.  The function of human power and human dynamics in Satan’s cosmic system, demon influence, the dynamics of psychological living, and any demon possession have lost their power because God has created us as a new spiritual species with the availability of all His divine power.  Although believers can still use human power to do such things as improve their personality, it is not a part of the Christian way of life; it is psychological living.





iii.  The old things include people emphasis having priority over God emphasis.  The new spiritual species demands that your number one priority be relationship with God and with His word.  The pre‑salvation assumption that if you are right in your relationship with people you are right in your relationship with God is wrong, as was demonstrated in the Garden of Eden.  Wrong experience with God means maladjustment with people.




iv.  While old things have lost their power, we are not impeccable, but we continue to possess an old sin nature.  So even though the Church Age believer is a new spiritual species, he still has volition and continues to sin after salvation (1 Jn 1:8) under three categories:  occasionally (in spiritual childhood using rebound), frequently (failure to use rebound, continuing in the cosmic system), and sporadically (in spiritual adulthood).




(d)  “New things have come” refers to:





i.  The unique precedence of the Church Age being based on the extension of the spiritual life of our Lord into this period of human history.





ii.  The baptism of the Spirit making you a new spiritual species and royal family of God, which is without precedent in the Old Testament Scriptures.





iii.  The 100% availability of divine power to every believer in the Church Age.




iv.  A new and unique divine plan for the glorification of God.  The protocol plan of God supersedes the ritual plan of God for Israel.  The protocol plan of God is designed for tactical victory of unconditional love as an extension of our Lord’s strategic victory of unconditional love as the basis for the grace fulfillment of the protocol plan of God.





v.  The indwelling of all three persons of the Trinity in the body of every new spiritual species.





vi.  The two royal commissions for every Church Age believer are unique; we are royal priests and royal ambassadors.





vii.  The equal privileges and equal opportunities for the new spiritual species under our assets of election and predestination.





viii.  A unique system of problem solving devices.





ix.  Unique categories of suffering for blessing.  This is the first time in history when suffering for blessing is designed to equate both adversity with prosperity through providential preventative suffering, momentum testing, and evidence testing.





x.  A new and unique dispensation, in which: the Church Age is the first dispensation in which Jesus Christ controls history from His Hypostatic Union; the Church Age is the first dispensation with a completed canon of Scripture; the Church Age is the only dispensation of no prophecy and only historical trends; the Church Age is the first dispensation of individual impact for God.

i.  Relationship of New Spiritual Species to the Angelic Conflict.



(1)  The Church Age with its new spiritual species is part of the rebuttal phase of Satan’s appeal trial.  The rebuttal argument of the Prosecution is based on two factors.


  
(a)  The strategic victory of Christ during the First Advent and His award of the third royal patent [His official right to rule].




(b)  The fact that some believers advance to spiritual maturity by utilizing their invisible assets, which is entered as evidence for the Prosecution, the highest honor that can be bestowed upon a believer.


j.  The Challenge of the New Spiritual Species.



(1)  The Church Age is the greatest opportunity afforded to individual believers in Christ in all of human history.  We have more going for us than even Adam had in the perfect environment of the Garden, or any group of people in history.


(2)  We should never stoop to claiming any superiority based on any human standards by which members of the human race are distinguished.  We now have the privilege of becoming a person with a purpose under the greatest plan from God.  Our impact is not only extensive and invisible in human history, but it also extends into the angelic conflict.



(3)  As a new spiritual species, we have a greater spiritual impact than Israel had in the Old Testament.  Israel’s historical impact was visible; our historical impact is invisible.  Never has such an opportunity been afforded by God as is now given to each of us.


(4)  After four racial species (descendants of Shem, Ham, Japheth, and Abraham), there now exists something far greater, a new spiritual species.  It eliminates every racial, national, social, cultural, economic, or geographical distinction, all handicap distinctions, such as variation in I.Q., attractiveness, ability, talent, or any other factor.



(5)  So we must entirely change our human viewpoint and no longer regard ourselves or any other believers as inferior or superior under any of these human categories, but as a member of the royal family of God, with our very own invisible assets plus an absolutely perfect and wonderful plan, guaranteed to keep us on top of life as long as we live, to give us a happiness we never dreamed existed, to provide for us blessings beyond description.  Our ideas and dreams of happiness, greatness or prosperity are nothing compared to what God provides, which is beyond what we can think or imagine.

k.  Assets of the New Spiritual Species.  New things have come to the new spiritual species in two categories: provided assets and acquired assets.



(1)  Provided assets include:




(a)  Our portfolio of invisible assets related to the omnipotence of God the Father in eternity past, Eph 1:3ff.




(b)  The unique factors of the Church Age related to the indwelling of each of the members of the Trinity.




(c)  The New Testament canon of Scripture which contains the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.




(d)  The regeneration, filling, and baptism of the Holy Spirit resulting in a new spiritual species and royal family of God.




(e)  The unique factor of the Church Age related to our royal priesthood.



(f)  The protocol plan of God related to the provision of the new spiritual life with the wonderful escrow blessings we receive from the execution of the protocol plan of God, plus the anticipation of escrow blessings for eternity far beyond our imagination.




(g)  The extension of the great demonstration of unconditional love from the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union into the Church Age.




(h)  The formation of a royal family of God to complement our Lord’s third royal patent.



(2)  The acquired assets are at least three.




(1)  The utilization of divine power to execute the protocol plan of God.




(2)  Cognition of Bible doctrine resulting in the attainment of the three stages of spiritual adulthood: a personal sense of destiny, spiritual autonomy, and spiritual maturity.




(3)  The attainment of escrow blessings for the eternal state.


l.  Why the New Spiritual Species?



(1)  The dispensation of the hypostatic union was God’s strategic demonstration of His unconditional love for all mankind.



(2)  The dispensation of the Church Age was designed as the period of human history for the creation of a new spiritual species given the responsibility of individually demonstrating this same unconditional love for all.



(3)  We are designed as a new spiritual species to demonstrate the same unconditional love that our Lord demonstrated.



(4)  In order to accomplish this great task, God has provided a tremendous portfolio of invisible assets, not the least of which is our being made a new spiritual species.
2.  “having been created in Christ Jesus for [intrinsically] good actions”

a.  Paul adds a qualifying phrase in order to explain that our creation as a new spiritual species is because we are in union with Christ.

b.  The baptism of the Spirit is the ministry of God the Holy Spirit at salvation that enters us into union with Christ.  Because our Lord is absolutely unique as a perfect spiritual species, we must be created as a new spiritual species to be in union with Him.

c.  Our Lord is the groom and we are the bride of Christ.  Therefore, the bride and groom must be the same species.  We are unique spiritually just as our Lord is unique spiritually.


d.  Our spirituality must match the spirituality of our Lord, and it does so by having been created in Him.


e.  Not only this, but Paul also teaches here that we have a definite purpose for being created as a new spiritual species in Christ.  We have been created in Him for the purpose of intrinsically good actions.


f.  Intrinsically good actions, accomplishments, or achievements is the production of divine good.


g.  Good of intrinsic value achievements include:



(1)  Cognition and utilization of our portfolio of invisible assets.



(2)  Cognition and utilization of available divine omnipotence for the execution of the protocol plan of God.



(3)  The attainment of each successive stage of spiritual adulthood:  spiritual self-esteem, spiritual autonomy, and spiritual maturity.



(4)  Utilization of the problem solving devices of spiritual life.



(5)  The application of pertinent doctrine to pass all three categories of suffering for blessing:  providential preventative suffering, momentum testing, and evidence testing.



(6)  Equating adversity with prosperity and living with dying in the status of spiritual maturity.



(7)  Adopting the grace perspective of life with right priorities: God emphasis over people emphasis, divine power over human power, spiritual living over psychological living in the cosmic system.


(8)  But the greatest of all achievements in the spiritual life of the new spiritual species is unconditional personal love toward God the Father and unconditional impersonal love toward all other people.


h.  Paul said essentially the same thing in Tit 2:14, “who gave Himself as a substitute for us, in order that He might redeem us from all lawlessness and purify for Himself a special people, enthusiastic adherents of intrinsic good works.”
3.  “which God prepared in advance, that we should walk in them.”

a.  God the Father in eternity past prepared a divine plan for us in the Church Age.

b.  His plan called for a new spiritual species that would be highly motivated by their love for God the Son to do the will of God.

c.  God’s plan called for a new spiritual species that would learn the word of God and be eager and willing to comply with everything God wanted.

d.  God’s plan called for a new spiritual species that would have the God-given power to do everything God wanted, and do it all in the right way at the right time.


e.  God’s plan called for a new spiritual species that would live their life in the light of eternity.


f.  His plan called for us to walk in a manner worthy of:



(1)  our high station in life, Eph 4:1-2, “I, therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, exhort you to walk in a manner worthy of your station in life [royalty], for which [station in life] you have been called [elected], with all humility and true sensitivity, with perseverance tolerate one another by means of unconditional love.”


(2)  our Lord, Col 1:10-11, “that you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things, bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production, and growing by means of the epignosis knowledge of God, because we have been endowed with all power according to the standard of the omnipotence from His glory resulting in all endurance and patience associated with happiness [unconditional love].”


(3)  God, 1 Thes 2:12, “in order that you might continue to walk worthy of God, who called you into His own kingdom and glory.”

g.  Our spiritual life is a system of accomplishing intrinsically good achievements.


h.  God the Father designed this system of being able to do what He wants in the manner in which He wants it done in eternity past as a special privilege and honor for us alone.


i.  God prepared in advance a spiritual life based upon unconditional love that would result in nothing but the finest of intrinsically good motivations, decisions, and actions.

j.  God has truly provided for us beyond all we could ask or be imagining.
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