Eph 1:9



- is the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb GNWRIZW, which means “to cause information to become known: make known, reveal Rom 9:22f; Eph 1:9; 3:5, 10; 6:19, 21; Col 4:7, 9; 2 Cor 8:1; 2 Pet 1:16.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action of God the Father revealing the mystery of His will to us in its entirety with emphasis on the fact it has now been revealed.


The active voice indicates that God the Father has produced the action of revealing to the Church Age believer the mystery of His will, plan, and purpose for human history.


The participle is a modal participle, indicating the manner in which God caused His grace to abound to us.  He did so by making known or revealing to us the mystery of His will.  The participle is also simultaneous with the action of the previous aorist indicative verb PERISSEUW = to abound.  The abounding of grace to us is a simultaneous action with the Father having revealed the mystery of His will, plan, and purpose.  “The aorist participle is normally, though by no means always, antecedent in time to the action of the main verb.  But when the aorist participle is related to an aorist main verb, the participle will often be contemporaneous (or simultaneous) to the action of the main verb.  This can be seen in the frequently used redundant participle in the formula  (“﻿answering, he said﻿”). The answering does not occur before the saying—it is the speaking.  In ﻿Eph 1:8–9﻿ we read “﻿He lavished [his grace] upon us making known to us﻿”. It would be difficult to see God’s action of making his grace known to us as other than contemporaneous with his lavishing such grace upon us.﻿”


Then we have the dative indirect object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “to us” and referring to the royal family of Church Age believers.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun MUSTĒRION, which means “the mystery.”  This word refers to a ‘secret, secret rite, secret teaching, or mystery’; [that is,] a religious technical term applied in the Greco-Roman world mostly to the mysteries [of the various religious cults] with their secret teachings, religious and political in nature, concealed within many strange customs and ceremonies.  [The mystery is] the unmanifested or private counsel of God, (God’s) secret, the secret thoughts, plans, and dispensations of God which are hidden from human reason, as well as from all other comprehension below the divine level, and await either fulfillment or revelation to those for whom they are intended.”
  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the neuter singular article and noun THELĒMA with the possessive genitive of the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “of His will.”  The word THELĒMA means “what one wishes to happen, objective sense, what is willed; what one wishes to bring about by one’s own action, since one has undertaken to do what one has willed.”

“having revealed to us the mystery of His will”
- is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of general reference from the feminine singular article and noun EUDOKIA with the possessive genitive of the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “according to His good pleasure, desire, wish, preference, or good intention.”
“according to His good intention,”
- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring back to God’s good pleasure, good intention, good desire, good will, good thinking, and preference.  Then we have the third person singular aorist middle indicative from the verb PROTITHĒMI, which means “to have something in mind beforehand: plan, propose, intend something Eph 1:9; Rom 1:13.”
  It means “to formulate a future course of action—’to plan beforehand, to purpose, to intend.’ ‘many times I have planned to visit you’ Rom 1:13.”


The aorist tense is a historical or constative aorist, which presents the action as a past fact.


The middle voice is a direct or dynamic middle, which emphasizes the subject—God—as being intimated involved in producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and meaning “in Him,” referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.
“which He planned in Him”
Eph 1:9 corrected translation
“having revealed to us the mystery of His will according to His good intention, which He planned in Him”
Explanation:
1.  “having revealed to us the mystery of His will”

a.  This portion of the sentence reads, “which [grace] He has caused to abound to us by means of all wisdom and practical insight, having revealed to us the mystery of His will…”

b.  One of the greatest things God has done in grace for the royal family is to reveal a part of His sovereign will from eternity past that was kept secret until the Church Age.

c.  The mystery of God’s will has been revealed in the doctrines of the Church Age, which were revealed to the apostles and incorporated into the canon of the New Testament.


d.  This secret is revealed in what is known in theology as the mystery doctrines of the Church Age.  They are revealed by the apostle Paul more than any other New Testament writer.  Paul uses the word ‘mystery’ twenty other times in his letters.


(1)  Rom 11:25, “For brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant of this mystery [that Gentiles were grafted into a cultivated olive tree (the Church)], in order that you stop being wise in your own estimation, that hardening in part has happened to Israel until which time the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.”


(2)  Rom 16:25-26, “Now to Him [Father] who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and proclamation about Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which has been concealed during the eternal ages [past history], but now [the mystery] is revealed through even the prophetic Scriptures by the command of the eternal God, having been made known to all the Gentiles for the purpose of obedience to doctrine,”


(3)  1 Cor 2:1, “In fact when I came face-to-face with you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or wisdom, while proclaiming to you the mystery of God.”


(4)  1 Cor 2:7, “But we keep on communicating God’s wisdom as a mystery, the hidden [wisdom] which God [the Father] decided upon before the dispensations for our glory,”


(5)  1 Cor 4:1, “A person must consider us in this manner, as servants of Christ and administrators of the mysteries of God.”


(6)  1 Cor 13:2, “And if I have the spiritual gift of prophecy and I know all the mysteries, that is, all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains from one place to another place, but I do not have integrity-love, I am nothing.”


(7)  1 Cor 14:2, “Because the person who speaks with the spiritual gift of giving the gospel in a foreign language does not speak for the benefit of men, but for the benefit of God.  Therefore no one understands (and he speaks the mysteries by means of the Spirit).”


(8)  1 Cor 15:51, “Pay attention, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, however we will all be changed,”


(9)  Col 1:25-26, “on behalf of which (Church), I myself have become a servant according to the divine office which has been granted to me for you to complete the word of God, the mystery which has been hidden from eternity past and from the generations—but now is being revealed for the benefit of His saints,”


(10)  Col 2:2, “in order that their hearts might receive encouragement, by having been instructed in virtue-love and resulting in all [spiritual] wealth from the certainty of understanding because of the full knowledge of the mystery of God from Christ,”


(11)  Col 4:3, “praying at the same time also concerning us that God may open for us a door of doctrine to proclaim the mystery of Christ because of which [mystery] also I have become a prisoner,”


(12)  Eph 3:2-5, “Inasmuch as you have heard about the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for your benefit; that through revelation, that mystery doctrine was made known to me, just as I have already written to you briefly; by which mystery doctrine, as a result of the public reading of this epistle, you ought to be able to understand my technical knowledge about the mystery of the Christ [baptism of the Holy Spirit], which mystery doctrine in other generations was not made known to mankind as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by means of the Holy Spirit.”


(13)  Eph 3:9, “and to make perspicuous to all [Church Age believers] what is the dispensation of the mystery [unique Church Age] which has been concealed from the ages in the God [Jesus Christ] who created all things.”


(14)  Eph 5:30, 32, “for we are members of His body.  ...This mystery is great.  But I am speaking with reference to Christ and the Church.”


(15)  Eph 6:19, “also pray for me, that doctrine may be given to me when I open my mouth to communicate with confidence the mystery pertaining to the gospel.”

e.  An analysis of these passages reveals the following facts about the secret God kept about His plan, will, and purpose for human history until the Church Age.



(1)  God the Father had a plan whereby both Jews and Gentiles would be united in Christ.



(2)  This plan is revealed only in the New Testament Scriptures.



(3)  This plan is a key teaching of New Testament doctrine.



(4)  This plan was a part of God’s wisdom and results in our glorification.


(5)  The apostles were commissioned to reveal this mystery doctrine.



(6)  Knowing about this plan, will, and purpose of God is meaningless without having reciprocal love for God and unconditional impersonal love for all mankind whether Jew or Gentile.


(7)  Understanding and teaching these secret or mystery doctrines requires the filling of the Holy Spirit.



(8)  The resurrection of the Church in a moment of time at the end of the Church Age is a part of this secret plan of God.



(9)  This secret plan of God has been revealed for the benefit of Church Age believers.



(10)  Full knowledge of God’s plan for the Church results in the spiritual wealth of confidence in God and comfort and encouragement in the spiritual life.



(11)  The central feature of this secret plan is that the Church Age believer is in union with Christ, the confidence of future glorification of God.


(12)  This mystery doctrine includes all the unique features of the Church Age, such as being royal priests, royal ambassadors for Christ, and a new spiritual species.

2.  “according to His good intention,”

a.  This portion of the sentence reads: “which [grace] He has caused to abound to us by means of all wisdom and practical insight, having revealed to us the mystery of His will according to His good intention…”

b.  The ‘good intention’ of God the Father refers to His eternal desire, preference, good pleasure, and predetermined plan.

c.  All God’s intentions are perfect; therefore, they are absolute good.


d.  All God’s desires are incorporated into His perfect plan for human history, especially the Church Age.


e.  It was God the Father’s preference and good pleasure that all His wisdom and practical insight for human history be revealed during the Church Age.  God’s intentions, desires, preferences, and pleasure for the eternal state will not be revealed until the eternal state.


f.  However, God the Father intended and preferred in eternity past to reveal His greatest plan for believers during a special period of human history known as the dispensation of the Church or the Church Age.

3.  “which He planned in Him”

a.  In eternity past God the Father planned that there would be a special period of human history centered in the Lord Jesus Christ.

b.  This special time in human history involved two periods of human history called the theocentric dispensations: the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union [the First Advent of Christ] and the dispensation of the Church.  The Hypostatic Union was the period of human history during our Lord’s life on earth and the Church Age is the period of human history from Pentecost until the resurrection of the Church.


c.  God the Father planned in eternity past that the dispensation of the Church would be unique because of the believer’s unique position in Christ.


d.  Being in union with Christ was always the will, plan, and purpose of God the Father from eternity past.  However, this unique relationship between God and man was kept a secret until the Church Age.  Now it has been revealed by the apostles in the New Testament Scriptures.


e.  Being in union with Christ as the ultimate confidence of our glorification of God was planned in eternity past, but not revealed until the Church Age.


f.  Being in union with Christ was kept secret from Satan and the fallen angels (as well as the elect angels) because it is one of the most extraordinary testimonies by God against Satan that proves God’s unconditional, unfailing love for His creatures.


g.  This is why Paul calls this mystery between Christ and the Church ‘great’.  It is one of the greatest things God has ever done to prove His love. 
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