Eph 1:23



- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, which “is often used in place of the simple relative pronoun, but emphasizes a characteristic quality, by which a preceding statement is to be confirmed which (to be sure, by his very nature, indeed, certainly),”
 and referring to the feminine singular noun EKKLĒSIA = “church” just mentioned at the end of the previous statement.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which states the condition as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the Church universal produces the action of being what it is—the body of Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter singular article and noun SWMA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and meaning “His body” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ as the One owning a body composed of all Church Age believers.
“which indeed is His body,”
 - is the appositional nominative from the neuter singular article and noun PLĒRWMA, which means “that which is brought to fullness or completion: the sum total, fullness with the genitive to denote the one who possesses the fullness.”
  The idea here is that the Church completes or fulfills Christ as the woman fulfills or completes the man.  Christ as the Groom must have a bride and the Church fulfills that need.  This is followed by the objective genitive from the masculine singular articular present middle participle from the verb PLĒROW, which means “to fill up; to fulfill; to complete; to bring to completion.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “of Him who” and refers to Christ.


The present tense is descriptive present for what is now going on in human history as a part of the angelic conflict.


The middle voice is a dynamic or indirect middle, which emphasizes the subject as the one having personal responsibility for performing the action of the verb.


The participle is circumstantial.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and adjective PAS, used as a substantive and meaning “all things.”  This is a reference to the events of the angelic conflict including all of human history as the appeal trial of Satan.  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the dative of reference from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “with reference to or with regard to everyone.”  (The neuter and masculine plural of A-declension adjectives such as PAS are identical in form (), and many scholars take this to be the neuter rather than masculine.)  The problem with the neuter is that the words make no sense or are just wrong theologically:

“the fullness of Him who fulfills/completes all things in the sphere of all things” (locative of sphere)  This statement makes no sense.  It makes a little more sense if it reads in the sphere of all men.  However, this is not appreciably different than saying “with reference to everyone,” which communicates much better in English.
“the fullness of Him who fulfills/completes all things for the advantage of all things” (dative of advantage)  This statement is theologically insipid.  It is basically meaningless and without the rich theological meaning of Paul’s teachings/statements/doctrines.
“the fullness of Him who fulfills/completes all things with reference to all things” (dative of reference)  This is theological double-talk.  It is saying nothing while saying something that really says nothing.
“the fullness of Him who fulfills/completes all things by means of all things” (instrumental of means)  This is just plain theologically wrong.  Our Lord fulfills or completes all things by means of His power.  He does not do so by the use of all other things that exist.
“the fullness of Him who fulfills/completes all things by the agency of all things” (instrumental of agency)  This is grammatically wrong, since the instrumental of agency expresses personal agency rather than impersonal means.
“the fullness of Him who fulfills/completes all things because of all things” (instrumental of cause)  This is also theological double-talk.  It is saying that a thing is because a thing is.  So what?  Who cares?  It is meaningless.  Paul did not make meaningless statements.
“the fullness of Him who fulfills/completes all things in association with all things” (instrumental of association)  This is similar to the instrumental of means, and is wrong theologically.
However, the translation ‘who is bringing to completion all things with reference to everyone’ has rich theological meaning, agrees with the rest of Scripture, and declares the ultimate end of the plan of God, which is a most appropriate statement to conclude Paul’s thoughts in chapter one of this letter.
“the fullness of Him who is bringing to completion all things with reference to everyone.”
Eph 1:23 corrected translation
“which indeed is His body, the fullness of Him who is bringing to completion all things with reference to everyone.”
Explanation:
1.  “which indeed is His body,”

a.  The complete sentence reads: “Furthermore He has subordinated all things under His feet; and He has appointed Him ruler over all things with reference to the Church, which indeed is His body, the fullness of Him who is bringing to completion all things with reference to everyone.”

b.  The concept of the Church as the body of Christ is taught by Paul in:


(1)  1 Cor 10:17, “Because there is one bread, the many are one body; for we all share from one bread.”


(2)  1 Cor 12:13, “For indeed, we all have been baptized [identified] by one Spirit into one body, whether Jews or Greeks or slaves or freemen, in fact we were all caused to drink one Spirit.”


(3)  1 Cor 12:27, “But all of you are the body of Christ and members individually.”


(4)  Rom 12:5, “so we, the many, are one body in Christ, and individually parts of one another.”


(5)  Eph 2:16, “and that He might reconcile them both [Jew & Gentile] to God in one body by means of the cross, having put to death the enmity in Himself.)” (Verses 15-16 are a parenthesis.)


(6)  Eph 4:4, “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called [efficacious grace] with reference to one hope of your calling;”


(7)  Eph 4:12, “for the purpose of equipping the saints, for the production of [Christian] service, for the edification of the body of Christ,”


(8)  Eph 4:16, “Because of whom [Lord Jesus Christ], the entire body, being joined together [baptism of Spirit], and being inculcated by every joint of supply [pastor-teacher] on the basis of the operational power [filling of the Holy Spirit plus metabolized doctrine], in measure, one [pastor-teacher] for each part [congregation]; he himself causes the growth of the body resulting in its edification by means of unconditional love.”


(9)  Eph 5:23, “Because the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the Church, He Himself is the savior of the body.”


(10)  Eph 5:29-30, “For no one ever yet hated his own body, but nourishes and provides tender care for her, just as Christ also the Church, for we are members of His body.”


(11)  Col 1:18, “Moreover, He is the head of the body, the Church, the One who is the origin, the first-born out from the dead, that He Himself might be the leader among all [believers])”  (The parenthesis began in verse 15 and ends here.)


(12)  Col 1:24, “Now I keep on rejoicing because of my sufferings as a substitute for you; that is, I complete my need [deficiencies] of Christ’s afflictions in my flesh as a substitute for His body, which body is the Church,”


(13)  Col 2:19, “and they do not hold fast to the Head [the Lord Jesus Christ], from whom all the body [of believers], being supplied and held together by the joints and ligaments [pastor-teachers], keeps on growing the growth from God.”


(14)  Col 3:15, “Furthermore, let the prosperity of Christ rule in your hearts for which prosperity you were called into one body; and become thankful ones.”

c.  All members of the human race that believe in Christ during this period of human history are called “the Church.”  Another title or name for the Church is “the body of Christ.”  As Jesus Christ is our head, so we Church Age believers are His body.

d.  Our Lord not only has His own physical resurrection body, but He also has His spiritual body of believers, who will also be raised from the dead exactly like He was.  Therefore, our Lord has both a physical and spiritual body each related to His resurrection.


e.  As the head of the body, Christ provides the thinking for the body, which is one reason 1 Cor 2:16 says, “we have the thinking of Christ.”

f.  As the head of the body, Christ provides rulership over the body.


g.  As members or parts of His body, Christ nourishes us spiritually by providing our daily spiritual food in the teaching of the word of God, and also provides our daily physical food in logistical grace support.


h.  Being many parts in one body in Christ, every part of the body of Christ has equal privilege and equal opportunity to live the spiritual life our Lord has provided for each part.


i.  The many members or parts of Christ’s body belong to Christ as the head of the body, because He is the savior of the entire body.
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