Eph 1:22



- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore, Moreover, or In addition.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “all things” and referring to every angel and every human being.  The neuter case is used because angels and humans are different from each other as creatures.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb HUPOTASSW, which means “to subject, to subordinate Rom 8:20b; 1 Cor 15:27, 28c; Phil 3:21; Heb 2:5, 8; Eph 1:22.”


The aorist tense is historical and culminative aorist, which regards the action as a past fact because of the strategic victory of our Lord at the Cross and the session of Christ.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has/have.”

The active voice indicates that God the Father has produced the action positionally in the past and will do so experientially in the future.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition HUPO plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural article and noun POUS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, referring to our Lord Jesus Christ and meaning “under His feet.”
“Furthermore He has subordinated all things under His feet;”
 - is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the double accusative from the personal and impersonal objects.  The personal object is the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “Him” and referring to our Lord.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give; and to appoint to special responsibility: judges Acts 13:20; with a double accusative: to appoint someone something: ‘some (to be) apostles’ Eph 4:11; 1:22.”


The aorist tense is a culminative and historical aorist emphasizing the completed action of a past fact.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has/have.”

The active voice indicates that God the Father has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the impersonal object from the accusative feminine singular noun KEPHALĒ, which means “a being of high status, head, used figuratively to denote superior rank of Christ in relation to the Christian community Eph 4:15; 5:23b.  But Christ is the head not only of the body of Christians, but of the universe as a whole Eph 1:22, and of every cosmic power: the head of all might and power Col 2:10.”
  The idea here is that God the Father has given the Lord Jesus Christ rulership or reign over all things.  Then we have the preposition HUPER plus the accusative of place from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “over all things.”  Finally, we have the dative of reference from the feminine singular article and noun EKKLĒSIA, which means “with reference to the Church.”
“and He has appointed Him ruler over all things with reference to the Church,”
Eph 1:22 corrected translation
“Furthermore He has subordinated all things under His feet; and He has appointed Him ruler over all things with reference to the Church,”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore He has subordinated all things under His feet;”

a.  Paul continues with a further statement explaining what he meant by his previous statement “far beyond every ruler and authority.”

b.  God the Father is the subject, producing the action of subordinating.

c.  What God the Father subordinates under the authority and rulership of His Son, Jesus Christ, are all things.  The object “all things” means every creature that has or will exist.  This includes every angel, both elect and fallen, and every human being, both elect and fallen.


d.  God the Father performed this act of subordinating all things under the authority of Christ by permitting Him to be seated at His right hand—the place of honor, authority, and rulership.


e.  Positionally all things are subordinate to Christ, which is why Jesus Christ controls human history right now and will continue to do so.  However, even though all authority has been given to Christ now over all things, our Lord is permitting the evil of Satan and personal sin to run its course and play itself out on the stage of human history, so that the angelic rebellion against God may be fulfilled in all its details.  The experiential fulfillment of God the Father subordinating all things under the authority of Christ does not occur until the Second Advent of Christ, and will not terminate until the Gog and Magog revolution is put down at the conclusion of the millennial reign of Christ.

f.  This same principle is taught in both the Old and New Testament.



(1)  Ps 8:6, “You make him to rule over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet.”


(2)  1 Cor 15:27, “Therefore He has subordinated all things under His feet.  But when He says, ‘All things are under subordination,’ it is clear that [this is] except the One who subordinated all things to Him.”  God the Father is not in subordination to God the Son, nor is the Holy Spirit.
2.  See the Doctrine of Operation Footstool from R. B. Thieme, Jr. Bible Ministries.
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