Eph 1:20



- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the ‘mighty ruling power’ at the end of the previous verse.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ENERGEW, which means “to put one’s capabilities into operation: work, be at work, be active, operate, be effective; to bring something about through use of capability: work, produce, effect.”
  The translation “to make operational” works well here.  It refers here to God the Father giving God the Son the authority to use His own omnipotence to rule both heaven and earth.

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past historical fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action on the third day after our Lord’s physical death.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “in Christ” and referring to the humanity of our Lord in hypostatic union with His deity as the Messiah.
“which He made operational in Christ,”
- is the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb EGEIRW, which means “to cause to return to life: to raise up.  Of the raising of Jesus Acts 3:15; 4:10; 5:30; 10:40; 13:30, 37; 1 Cor 6:14; 15:15ff; 2 Cor 4:14; Jn 12:1, 9, 17;  Rom 4:24; 8:11; 10:9; Gal 1:1; Eph 1:20; Col 2:12; 1 Thes 1:10; Heb 11:19; 1 Pet 1:21.”


The aorist tense is a constative-historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past historical event and fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action of being one of the three agents of the resurrection of Christ (Christ is an agent of His own resurrection: Jn 2:19-21, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up’; Eph 1:20 (the Father); 1 Pet 3:18, ‘having been made alive by means of the Spirit’).


The participle is:



(1)  Temporal, indicating the time when God the Father made His mighty ruling power operational in Christ—at the time of our Lord’s resurrection.



(2)  Instrumental, indicating the means by which God the Father made His mighty ruling power operational in Christ—by raising Him from the dead.



(3)  Modal, indicating the manner in which God the Father made His mighty ruling power operational in Christ—in raising Him from the dead.

Although all three concepts are true theologically and do not contradict the rest of Scripture, the temporal and instrumental concepts are probably the more accurate here.
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun meaning “Him” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the masculine plural adjective NEKROS, used as a substantive, meaning “from the dead.”
“when He raised Him from the dead”
- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb KATHIZW, which means “to cause to sit down: seat, set.”

The aorist tense is a constative-historical aorist, referring the action back to the time of the main verb “to make operational” and making that action contemporaneous with the action of the main verb.  Thus the action of God the Father putting His mighty ruling power into operation in the case of His Son occurred during the time of our Lord’s resurrection, ascension, and session.

The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action.


The participle is again both temporal and instrumental.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular adjective DEXIOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “at the right hand of an eminent person, especially a royal figure (for a king’s right hand as emblematic of prestige Gal 2:9; Rom 8:34; Eph 1:20; Col 3:1; Heb 1:3; 8:1; 10:12; 12:2; 1 Pet 3:22; Acts 2:33; 5:31; to sit at someone’s right; that is, at the place of honor: of the Messiah Mt 20:21, 23; Mk 10:37, 40; of God Mt 22:44; 26:64; Mk 12:36; 14:62; 16:19; Lk 20:42; 22:69; Acts 2:34; Heb 1:13; stand on the right as the place of honor Acts 7:55f.”
  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter plural article and adjective EPOURANIOS, which, as a substantivized adjective, means literally “in heavenly places,” which is used “as a periphrasis for in heaven.”
“and seated Him at His right hand in heaven”
Eph 1:20 corrected translation
“which He made operational in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in heaven”
Explanation:
1.  “which He made operational in Christ,”

a.  Paul continues his prayer for us with a further description of the mighty ruling power of God the Father.

b.  God rules over all His creation.  Jesus Christ as eternal God has always had the rulership and authority over that which He created.  All three members of the Trinity are co-equal, and therefore, have co-equal authority and rulership as God.

c.  However, the humanity of Christ in hypostatic union did not have this rulership and authority.


d.  Therefore, because of the strategic victory of the humanity of Christ in hypostatic union on the Cross as a part of the angelic conflict, God the Father has given to God the Son in hypostatic union the power and authority to rule over all creation, both angelic and human.


e.  This power and authority to rule was made operational, made effective, or put into operation by God the Father for the benefit of God the Son.


f.  This was a part of the Father’s plan in eternity past, which our Lord understood, believed, and taught to the disciples after His resurrection, Mt 28:18, “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.’”

g.  God the Father has given the humanity of Christ the power and authority to rule in heaven and on earth.  The sign of this gift of authority and power was our Lord’s resurrection from the dead.
2.  “when He raised Him from the dead”

a.  This power and authority to rule was made operational, made effective, or put into operation when God the Father raised Jesus Christ from  the dead.

b.  This power and authority to rule was also made operational, made effective, and put into operation by means of raising our Lord from the dead.

c.  When God the Father gave resurrection life and a resurrection body to the humanity of Christ, He also gave Him the power and authority to take back from Satan the power and authority over mankind, which was lost at the fall.


d.  Satan is still permitted to rule the world, but only because God the Father permits it as necessary for the resolution of the angelic conflict.  A spiritual kingdom has already been granted to the Lord Jesus Christ, which is in the process of being built, which is the Church, our Lord’s kingdom which is not of this world; and it is just a matter of when the Father decides to put Operation Footstool into effect.


e.  The power that raised Jesus Christ from the dead is the same mighty ruling power given to Christ to destroy His enemies at the Second Advent and rule in His millennial reign.


f.  The resurrection of Christ was the demonstration of the power of God and a sign to Satan and the fallen angels of the authority given to the Lord Jesus Christ as true humanity to rule over them.


g.  The significance of the resurrection of Christ related to ruling was not missed by Paul, who used this event to remind believers of our co-rulership with Christ.  1 Cor 6:3, “Do you not know that we will judge angels, not to speak of ordinary matters of daily life?”

h.  We should also notice that Paul speaks of the resurrection of Christ from the dead as a fact, a fact of which he was well aware.  As a hater of Christ and Christians, he may have been a witness to the crucifixion, and even seen the dead body.  We know for certain that Paul saw the resurrected Christ, and it completely changed his mental attitude and life.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead was a dogmatic fact, to which Paul was a witness to others his entire spiritual life.

3.  “and seated Him at His right hand in heaven”

a.  Peter mentions the same thing in 1 Pet 3:22, “Who is at the right hand of God, having proceeded into heaven, the angels, both the authorities and the powers, being made subordinate to Him.”

b.  The first sign of the mighty ruling power of God the Father being given to Christ is our Lord’s resurrection.  The second sign is His session.

c.  The session of Christ at the right hand of the Father in heaven is the sign of His rulership both in heaven and on earth.


d.  The session of Christ; that is, the invitation by God the Father to sit in the place of highest honor at His right hand, is the demonstration by the Father of Who the next ruler on His throne would be.


e.  This change of rulership will occur when the Father has put all rulers, authorities, and powers, both angelic and human under the authority of Christ.  This is the doctrine of Operation Footstool.
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