Eph 1:18



- is the accusative absolute from the masculine plural perfect passive participle from the verb PHWTIZW, which means “to make known in reference to the inner life: enlighten, give light to, shed light upon; ‘to enlighten everyone about God’s private/mysterious plan’ Eph 3:9; ‘enlightened in the eyes of (your) heart = …your inward sight’ Eph 1:18.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasized the past completed action of having been enlightened.

The passive voice indicates that the eyes of the heart or right side of the soul (called here the KARDIA) receive the action of being enlightened.


The participle is causal and functions as the verbal idea related to the substantive in the accusative case which follows it and takes the role of the subject in the accusative absolute construction.  The noun which follows () in the accusative case functions as the subject of the participle in the accusative case, the construction being grammatically unrelated to the subject to the main clause (Brooks & Winbery Syntax of NT Greek, p. 58 cite this verse as an example of this construction).  The causal participle is translated “since the eyes of your heart have been enlightened.”
Then we have the accusative subject of the accusative absolute participle from the masculine plural article and noun OPHTHALMOS, which means “the eyes.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun KARDIA with the possessive genitive second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “of your heart” and referring the part of the human soul where spiritual phenomena is stored, understood, believed, and applied to life.
“since the eyes of your heart have been enlightened,”
- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative neuter singular articular perfect active infinitive from the verb OIDA, which means “to know.”  The construction EIS TO plus the accusative infinitive is one of the means in Greek grammar of introducing both a purpose clause (translated “in order that”) and a result clause (translated “so that or with the result that”).  Here we probably have a blending of both God’s purpose in enlightening the eyes of our heart and the result of that enlightening.  It probably should be translated by simply “that.”

The perfect tense is a perfect with a present force.  Certain verbs occur frequently or exclusively in the perfect tense without the usual aspectual significance.  They have come to be used just like present tense verbs.  OIDA is the most commonly used verb in this category (Wallace, p. 579).

The active voice indicates that the object of the infinitive (SU = you) produces the action of knowing.

The infinitive is blending of both purpose and result.

With this we have the accusative subject of the infinitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and functioning as the subject of the previous infinitive OIDA.

“that you may know”
- is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular interrogative adjective TIS, meaning “what” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for the present fact of the state of being described here.

The active voice indicates that the confident expectation of God’s calling produces the action of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun ELPIS, meaning “hope” in the sense “of Christian expectation: Rom 5:2, 4f; 12:12; 15:4, 13; 1 Cor 13:13; 2 Thes 2:16; Phil 1:20; Tit 1:2; 3:7; Col 1:23, 27; 1 Thes 1:3, 4:13, 5:8; Gal 5:5 Eph 1:18; 2:12; 4:4; 2 Cor 3:12.”
  With this we have the genitive of production from the feminine singular article and noun KLĒSIS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His invitation to experience; used of special privilege and responsibility: call, calling, invitation of the invitation to enter the kingdom of God.”
 

“what is the expectation of His invitation,”
- is the  appositional (this clause is appositional to the previous statement; that is, this statement further clarifies and explains the previous nominative clause) predicate nominative from the feminine singular interrogative adjective TIS, meaning “what” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for the present fact of the state of being described here.

The active voice indicates that the glorious riches of God’s inheritance for the saints produce the action of being what they are.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PLOUTOS, which means “wealth, abundance” with the attributive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA, which means “glory” and is used as an adjective modifying the noun PLOUTOS; therefore, translated “glorious wealth.”  This is followed by the possessive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun KLĒRONOMIA, meaning “inheritance,” with the possessive genitive of the third person masculine singular personal pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His” and referring to God the Father, the subject of the sentence.  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the dative of advantage from the masculine plural article and adjective HAGIOS, used as a substantive and translated “for the saints” and referring to all Church Age believers.
“what is the glorious wealth of His inheritance for the saints,”
Eph 1:18 corrected translation
“since the eyes of your heart have been enlightened, that you may know what is the expectation of His invitation, what is the glorious wealth of His inheritance for the saints,”
Explanation:
1.  “since the eyes of your heart have been enlightened,”

a.  The sentence thus far reads: “For this reason, I also, when I heard about your own faith in the Lord Jesus and your unconditional love toward all the saints, do not cease giving thanks for you, making mention in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you a spirit full of wisdom and revelation by means of full knowledge about Him, since the eyes of your heart have been enlightened, that you may know what is the expectation of His invitation, what is the glorious wealth of His inheritance for the saints,…”

b.  Because the eyes of the right lobe of the soul of the believers in and around Ephesus had been enlightened, they had an inner spiritual life full of divine wisdom and God’s revelation.

c.  The eyes of a believer’s heart is a metaphor or word picture for the place where comprehension and understanding of spiritual phenomena takes place.


d.  The analogy is to a person standing in a totally dark place, who cannot even see their hand in front of their face.  But as soon as some light appears, they can see enough to orient on and be guided by that light.


e.  So also in the spiritual life.  We are totally incapable of seeing anything with regard to spiritual things in Satan’s kingdom of darkness until the light of the word of God first shines in the comprehension of our soul.


f.  The enlightening of the human soul occurs through the various ministries of God the Holy Spirit, first in common grace, which makes the gospel a spiritual reality in the human soul, and then in His teaching ministry of the human spirit.


g.  The KARDIA or heart is that portion of the human soul where spiritual values, norms, and standards are retained and applied.

h.  Spiritual information is first made a reality to the human thinking or what the Greeks called the NOUS.  This was the part of the human soul that understood what was being said.  There has to be understanding before there can be belief, acceptance, or value placed upon that understanding.  Therefore, the comprehension of spiritual phenomena looks like this:
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i.  The KARDIA cannot be enlightened without positive volition.  Negative volition or rejection of the teaching of the Holy Spirit blocks the transfer of spiritual information from the human spirit to the KARDIA of the soul.  Another way of looking at the process is this:
THE HUMAN SOUL =  or PSUCHĒ

[image: image2]

h.  Negative volition to the word of God turns off enlightenment in the human soul.  The information is understood as receptive comprehension in the human mind or left lobe of the soul, but is blocked from becoming a spiritual reality in the right lobe of the soul or human heart by the believer’s rejection of that spiritual information.

i.  The believers in and around Ephesus did not have negative volition to the gospel or the teaching of God’s Word, and therefore, the spiritual eyes of their KARDIA were enlightened.


j.  Because this enlightenment took place, they had a ‘heart’ full of divine wisdom; that is, the teaching of God the Holy Spirit to their human spirit, which was transferred to their heart or the right lobe of the soul, or inner life.

2.  “that you may know”

a.  Paul continues with both the purpose and result of being enlightened by God the Holy Spirit’s teaching ministry.

b.  The purpose of the Spirit’s teaching ministry is that we may know the spiritual information () that God the Father and God the Son want us to know and believe.

c.  The result of the Spirit’s teaching ministry is that we know this spiritual information.


d.  God’s will, plan, and purpose for our spiritual life is that we come to know the things God wants us to know, so that we can do the things God wants us to do.


e.  This same principle is reiterated throughout the New Testament.



(1)  Eph 3:16-19, “I pray that He may give you on the basis of the riches of His glory to become strong by means of power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may be at home in your hearts through doctrine, when you have been rooted  and established  with virtue-love, that you may utilize the power to grasp the idea with all the saints: what is the width and length and height and depth, and to come to know the love for Christ which goes beyond knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.”


(2)  Phil 3:10, “that I may come to know Him and the power of His resurrection and participation in His sufferings, taking on the same form [of sufferings] with reference to His death.”


(3)  Phil 4:9, “Both the things which you have learned and have accepted and have heard and have come to know because of me, practice these things; and the God who produces prosperity shall be with all of you.”


(4)  2 Pet 1:19, “And so we have a more reliable prophetic declaration, with reference to which [declaration] you do well by paying attention as a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the Morning Star rises in your hearts,”


(5)  1 Jn 2:3-6, “And by this [obedience to God’s commands] we know that we have come to know Him, if we continue to keep His commands.  The one who maintains, ‘I have come to know Him’ and does not obey His commands, is a liar and the Truth is not in him; but whoever continues to keep His Word, truly in him the love for God has been brought to completion.  By this [keeping His Word] we come to know that we are in Him [occupation with Christ].  The one who maintains that he continues to remain in Him [Christ] must also himself keep walking just as He walked.”


(6)  1 Jn 2:21, “I have not written to you because you do not know the truth [Bible doctrine] but because you have come to know it, and because every lie is not from that truth.”


(7)  1 Jn 4:7-8, “Beloved ones, let us unconditionally love one another, because unconditional love is from God; furthermore, everyone who loves unconditionally has been born from God and has come to know God.  The one who does not love unconditionally [believer in cosmic system] has not come to know God, because God is love.”


(8)  Rom 15:14, “In fact, my brethren, even I myself am convinced concerning you that you are indeed full of goodness, having been filled with all knowledge, being able also to admonish (have a corrective influence on) each other.”


(9)  1 Cor 1:5, “that in everything you have become rich in Him (LJC) by means of all communication of doctrine and all knowledge,”


(10)  2 Cor 4:6, “Because God [Holy Spirit] who said, “Light shine forth out of darkness, [is] the One who shines forth in our hearts for the purpose of the illumination of the knowledge of the glory of God [the Father] because of the person of Jesus Christ.”


(11)  2 Cor 6:9a, “alleged as ‘ignorant ones’ and yet [we are] those receiving complete knowledge,”


(12)  2 Cor 8:7, “But just as you excel in all things: in doctrine, and in instruction, and in knowledge, and in all diligence, and in the love from us among you, abound also in this gracious deed.”


(13)  Eph 4:11-15, “then He [Jesus Christ] gave some apostles, and some prophets, and others evangelists, and others pastor-teachers, for the purpose of equipping the saints for the production of service, for the edification of the body of Christ, until we all attain the objective because of the system from doctrine, and by means of the epignosis knowledge of the Son of God resulting in a mature believer to the measure of the maturity of the fullness of Christ, in order that we no longer be childish, destabilized in heavy seas [problems] and driven out of control by every wind of false teaching, by the trickery of cosmic evangelists, by misrepresentation [cunning, deception, guile, craftiness] of cosmic evangelists for the purpose of deceitful scheming, but by teaching doctrine associated with virtue-love, we [pastors] may cause them [congregation] to grow up with reference to all things with reference to Him who is the head, Christ.”


(14)  Phil 1:9, “In fact, I pray this that your virtue-love may keep on abounding still more even to a greater degree by means of full knowledge and all discernment,”


(15)  Phil 3:8-11, “But rather I even consider all things [of human celebrityship] to be disadvantage for the advantage of the surpassing greatness of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, my Lord, because of whom I have forfeited all things [as a Jewish celebrity], (which I keep on regarding as excrement), in order that I may gain Christ, and that I may be found in Him, not having my own righteousness by the Law, but that righteousness which is [acquired] by means of faith in Christ, the righteousness from the source of the God on the basis of faith, that I may come to know Him and the power of His resurrection and participation in His sufferings, taking on the same form [of sufferings] with reference to His death, if in some way [death or rapture] I will arrive at the exit-resurrection from the dead, and I will.”


(16)  Phil 4:9, “Both the things which you have learned and have accepted and have heard and have come to know because of me, practice these things; and the God who produces prosperity shall be with all of you.”


(17)  Col 1:9-10, “For this reason we also, from the day we heard, do not cease praying and asking on your behalf that you might be filled with the full knowledge of His will [purpose, plan] by means of all wisdom and spiritual understanding, that you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things, bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production, and growing by means of the epignosis knowledge of God.”


(18)  Col 2:2-3, “in order that their hearts might receive encouragement, by having been instructed in virtue-love and resulting in all [spiritual] wealth from the certainty of understanding because of the full knowledge of the mystery of God from Christ, in Whom all the hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge exist.”


(19)  1 Tim 2:4, “Who desires all mankind to be saved and to come to a full-knowledge of the truth.”


(20)  2 Tim 2:24-25, “Moreover, the slave of the Lord [pastor-teacher] must not fight physically or verbally, but he must be kind toward all, skillful in teaching, tolerant in spite of evil, taking corrective disciplinary action in gracious humility toward those in opposition, so that perhaps God may give them a change of mind for the purpose of full knowledge of the Truth.”


(21)  2 Tim 3:14, “You, however, continue abiding in the things which you have learned and have become convinced and confident, because you know from whom [Holy Spirit and Paul] you have learned,”


(22)  2 Pet 1:2-3, “May grace and prosperity be multiplied to you by means of the full knowledge of God; that is, Jesus our Lord, because His [the Lord Jesus Christ’s] divine power has bestowed on us all things with reference to life, even the spiritual life through the full knowledge of Him [God the Father] who called us to His own glory and virtue.”


(23)  2 Pet 1:8, “For since these things belong to you and are increasing, they make you neither useless nor unfruitful as a result of your full knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”


(24)  2 Pet 3:18a, “but continue to grow in the sphere of grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”
3.  “what is the expectation of His invitation,”

a.  Now Paul tells us exactly what it is that we should know.

b.  We should know what is the confident expectation of God the Father’s, God the Son’s, and God the Holy Spirit’s invitation to believe, have faith, trust, and have confidence in the invitation to believe in the salvation our Lord provided on the Cross.

c.  God has invited us to believe, have faith, have confidence, and/or trust in the person and work of Jesus Christ as a substitute for us on the Cross.  This is God’s calling or invitation.  We are invited by God the Holy Spirit in common grace to believe in Christ.


d.  God has given all mankind an eternal promise of giving His very own righteousness, declaring him or her righteous (justification), and providing for them eternal life and a resurrection body to go with that eternal life.


e.  Therefore, all who believe in Christ have the confident expectation of receiving all the things God has promised for those who believe in His Son.


f.  As believers who are positive to the teaching of the word of God, we know and have confidence that God is going to keep His promises and give us what He promised, when He invited us to believe in Christ.


g.  God’s invitation is this: ‘believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.’

h.  God’s promise is this: ‘whoever believes in Him will have eternal life’, Jn 3:15 and 1 Jn 2:25, “This is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life.”

i.  God’s promise includes resurrection: Jn 6:40, “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”

j.  The eyes of our heart have been enlightened, that we may know what is the expectation of His invitation.  We know that we have eternal life and resurrection as a result of the eyes of the heart or right lobe of our soul being filled with the knowledge of the Word, Promise and Message of God.
4.  “what is the glorious wealth of His inheritance for the saints,”

a.  Then Paul adds an appositional statement of explanation, so that there will be no misunderstanding of what the expectation of God’s invitation is.

b.  The expectation of God’s invitation is the glorious wealth of God the Father’s inheritance for the saints.

c.  This is the same principle we studied in Eph 1:11-14, “in whom [Christ] also we have received an inheritance, …in order that we, the ones previously having confidence in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory, in Whom also…you were sealed by means of the promised Holy Spirit, Who is the down payment-guarantee of our inheritance until the release of His property resulting in the praise of His glory.”

d.  God owns all the spiritual and material wealth that exists.

e.  This wealth glorifies Him, especially His spiritual wealth.


f.  This wealth is promised to the royal family of God as our inheritance.


g.  We will inherit the spiritual wealth of the complete and total understanding of God, God’s love, and all of God’s essence in resurrection body.


h.  We will inherit and new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.


i.  God has planned a future for the royal family or Church Age believers both now and in eternity, which is described in 1 Cor 2:9 as: “‘Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard, in fact it has not entered into the heart of man,’ the things which God has prepared for those who keep on loving Him.”
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