Eph 1:17



- is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a “direct object clause (also known as a ‘content HINA clause’).  In this usage of HINA the direct object often follows a verb of commanding, urging, or praying.  The HINA clause thus gives the content to the main verb as in: Mt 12:16, ‘He ordered them [that they should not make him known].’  Lk 4:3, ‘If you are God’s Son, say to this stone [that it should become bread].’  Compare also 1 Cor 1:10; Eph 1:17; 3:16.”
  It is translated “that.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “the God.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive or genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and nouns KURIOS, IĒSOUS, and CHRISTOS with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
“that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,”
- is the appositional nominative from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father” with the attributive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA, which means “the glorious Father.”  Wallace explains the attributive genitive as follows: “The genitive substantive [here DOXA = glory] specifies an attribute or innate quality of the head substantive [PATĒR = Father].  It is similar to a simple adjective in its semantic force, though more emphatic: it expresses quality like an adjective indeed, but with more sharpness and distinctness.  The category is very common in the NT, largely due to the Semitic mindset of most of its authors.”

“the glorious Father,”
- is the third person singular aorist active subjunctive (which is identical to the aorist active optative form) from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which emphasizes the fact of the action rather than the kind of action being produced.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive and more than likely to occur in the future.  It is a future request that will probably be granted.  It can be translated like a voluntative optative mood to express a wish or prayer, using the words “may give.”
Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “a part of human personality, translated: spirit; it denotes the immaterial part of the personality in its inner aspects, the inner life of humans as the source and seat of insight, feeling, and will; of the spiritual; that is, the pure, inner worship of God, that has nothing to do with holy times, places, or ceremonies.  Paul’s conviction that the Christian possesses the  and thus is different from all other people, leads him to choose this word in preference to others, in order to characterize a believer’s inner being generally.  Thus it can also be used for the spiritual state, state of mind, or disposition of a person.”
  This inner spiritual life is associated with the human spirit and is based upon the metabolized doctrine contained therein.  The metabolized doctrine in the human spirit produces the spiritual life of the believer, so that the inner life of the human spirit is the spiritual life of the believer.  Here the emphasis is probably on the human spirit, which produces an inward and outward spiritual life based upon the wisdom of God and revelation about God through  doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness.
This is followed by the genitive of content (translated ‘full of’) or the descriptive genitive (translated ‘characterized by’) from the feminine singular noun SOPHIA, meaning “wisdom” with the connective KAI, meaning “and” plus the feminine singular noun APOKALUPSIS, meaning “revelation.”  Thus Paul is praying that God the Father may give these believers a spirit, or inner spiritual life, characterized by or full of wisdom and revelation.  Both ideas are accurate theologically or doctrinally.  I lean toward genitive of content as the concept here, because throughout Paul’s writings he seeks that believers be filled up (PLĒRWMA/PLĒROW word group) with all knowledge and wisdom.  This filling up of knowledge and wisdom takes place in the human spirit (PNEUMA) and in the KARDIA (‘heart’), which is a part of the inner being of the believer.
Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun EPIGNWSIS, which means “by means of full knowledge.”  Finally, we have the adverbial genitive of reference from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “with reference to, concerning, or about Him” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  This idea is the same thing that Peter asked for in 2 Pet 3:18, ‘that we might grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ’.
“may give you a spirit full of wisdom and revelation by means of full knowledge about Him,”
Eph 1:17 corrected translation
“that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you a spirit full of wisdom and revelation by means of full knowledge about Him,”
Explanation:
1.  “that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,”

a.  The entire sentence so far reads: “For this reason, I also, when I heard about your own faith in the Lord Jesus and your unconditional love toward all the saints, do not cease giving thanks for you, making mention in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you a spirit full of wisdom and revelation by means of full knowledge about Him,”

b.  This verse and the verses that follow indicate the content of Paul’s prayer for these believers.

c.  Paul prays to God the Father.  All prayer is directed to God the Father as exemplified by the prayers of our Lord Jesus Christ and this prayer.

d.  The God of our Lord Jesus Christ is God the Father.  The title “Lord Jesus Christ” is the full title of our Lord in hypostatic union.  The humanity of Christ is related to God the Father as the Son of God.


e.  This same concept (that God the Father is the Father of the humanity of Christ) is found in:



(1)  Jn 20:17, “Jesus said to her, ‘Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, “I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God.”’”


(2)  Rom 15:6, “so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”


(3)  We also have numerous passages in the gospels where Jesus refers to God the Father as ‘My Father’.
2.  “the glorious Father,”

a.  This title, ‘the Father of glory’ or ‘the glorious Father’ is a reference to God the Father, being appositional to the previous title ‘the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ’.


b.  The title ‘the God of glory’ is also used for the Lord Jesus Christ:



(1)  Acts 7:2, “And he said, ‘Hear me, brethren and fathers.  The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran.”  No one has seen God the Father at any time (see the beginning of the gospel of John).  Therefore, the God of glory who appeared to Abraham can only be the revealed member of the Trinity, the Son of God.


(2)  1 Cor 2:8, “the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.”

c.  The fact that God the Father has glory is mentioned in:



(1)  Mt 16:27, “For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and will then repay every man according to his deeds.”


(2)  Mk 8:38 and Lk 9:26, “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”


(3)  Rom 6:4, “Therefore, we have been buried together with Him through baptism into His death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so also we might walk in newness of life.”


(4)  Phil 4:20, “Now to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever. Amen.”


(5)  Rev 1:6, “and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.”

d.  Our Lord Jesus Christ has the same glory as the Father:



(1)  Jn 1:14, “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”


(2)  Jn 17:5, “Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.”

e.  It is God the Father, the Father of glory, who glorifies the Son:



(1)  Jn 8:54, “Jesus answered, ‘If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing; it is My Father who glorifies Me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God’.”


(2)  Jn 17:24, “Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.”


(3)  2 Pet 1:17, “For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, ‘This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased’.”
3.  “may give you a spirit full of wisdom and revelation by means of full knowledge about Him,”

a.  Paul’s prayer is that God the Father may give to these believers (as well as us) a human spirit full of wisdom and revelation.  Having a human spirit full of divine wisdom and revelation results in a spiritual life (an inner life) full of wisdom and revelation.

b.  Paul’s desire is that believers have a spiritual life full of divine wisdom.  This spiritual life full of divine wisdom cannot happen without having a human spirit full of divine wisdom.

c.  A spiritual life and human spirit full of divine wisdom is a necessity for the execution of the spiritual life.


d.  This same concept is mentioned by Paul in:



(1)  1 Cor 2:6-10, “Instead we keep on communicating wisdom among mature believers, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age who are perishing.  But we keep on communicating God’s wisdom as a mystery, the hidden [wisdom] which God [the Father] decided upon before the dispensations for our glory, which (wisdom) none of the rulers of this age have understood, for if they had understood, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  ‘Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard, in fact it has not entered into the heart of man,’ the things which God [the Father] has prepared for those who keep on loving Him.  But God [the Father] has revealed them to us through the Spirit; for the [human] spirit investigates all things, even the deep things of God.”


(2)  Col 1:9-10, “For this reason we also, from the day we heard, do not cease praying and asking on your behalf that you might be filled with the full knowledge of His will [purpose, plan] by means of all wisdom and spiritual understanding, that you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things, bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production, and growing by means of the epignosis knowledge of God.”


(3)  Col 1:28, “Whom we keep on proclaiming, warning each believer [out of fellowship] and teaching each believer [in fellowship] in the sphere of all wisdom, in order that we might present each believer mature in Christ.”


(4)  Col 2:2-3, “in order that their hearts might receive encouragement, by having been instructed in virtue-love and resulting in all [spiritual] wealth from the certainty of understanding because of the full knowledge of the mystery of God from Christ, in Whom all the hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge exist.”

 
(5)  Col 3:16, “Let the doctrine of Christ dwell abundantly in you all by means of all wisdom, teaching and warning each other with psalms, hymns, spiritual songs, by means of grace singing in your hearts to God.”

e.  The necessity of divine wisdom for living the spiritual life is also mentioned by James:



(1)  Jam 1:5, “But if any of you is in need of wisdom [and you are], keep on asking from God, who keeps on giving to all without reservation; that is, without reproaching (reviling, mocking, insulting or shaming), and it shall be given to him.”


(2)  Jam 3:17, “But the wisdom from above is in the first place pure, then promotes harmony, is agreeable and reasonable to what is right, is willing to listen, filled with mercy and good results, impartial, genuine (without hypocrisy).”

f.  Revelation is the content of the word of God made understandable to the mind of the believer through the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  Paul’s prayer is that these believers might have both divine wisdom and the continued revelation of the mystery doctrines of the Church Age, so that they might live the spiritual life God the Father expects of them.



(1)  Rom 16:25-27, “Now to Him [Father] who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and proclamation about Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which has been concealed during the eternal ages (past history), but now [the mystery] is revealed through even the prophetic Scriptures by the command of the eternal God, having been made known to all the Gentiles for the purpose of obedience to doctrine, to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to Whom [is] the glory forever.  Amen.”


(2)  1 Cor 14:3-5, “But the one who communicates divine revelation speaks edification and encouragement and comfort for the benefit of men.  The person who speaks with a foreign language spiritually strengthens himself, but the one who communicates divine revelation spiritually strengthens the church.  Moreover I wish that you all spoke in tongues, but even more in order that you might communicate divine revelation.  Now the one who communicates divine revelation is greater than the one who speaks in a foreign language, unless he translates, in order that the church might receive spiritual strengthening.”  1 Cor 14:6, “And now, brethren, if I come to you speaking in tongues, what benefit will I be to you unless I speak to you either in revelation or in knowledge or in prophecy or in teaching?”


(3)  Eph 3:2-7, “Inasmuch as you have heard about the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for your benefit, that through revelation, that mystery doctrine was made known to me, just as I have already written to you briefly; by which mystery doctrine, as a result of the public reading of this epistle, you ought to be able to understand my technical knowledge about the mystery of the Christ [baptism of the Holy Spirit], which mystery doctrine in other generations was not made known to mankind as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by means of the Holy Spirit; that the Gentiles are fellow-heirs and fellow-members of the same body and sharers together of the promise [portfolio of invisible assets] in Christ Jesus through the gospel, through which gospel I have become a minister according to the gift of the grace of God which was given to me on the basis of the function of His Divine power.”

g.  God the Father gives divine wisdom and revelation to the Church Age believer by means of the epignosis knowledge about or concerning our Lord Jesus Christ.  This concept was clearly taught by Peter in 2 Pet 3:18a, “but continue to grow in the sphere of grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

h.  The Jewish unbelievers never achieved this epignosis knowledge of Christ, Rom 10:2, “For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not as a result of [epignosis] knowledge.”

i.  It is possible for believers to learn and be filled with this knowledge:



(1)  Rom 15:14, “In fact, my brethren, even I myself am convinced concerning you that you are indeed full of goodness, having been filled with all knowledge, being able also to admonish (have a corrective influence on) each other.”


(2)  1 Cor 1:5, “that in everything you have become rich in Him (LJC) by means of all communication of doctrine and all knowledge,”


(3)  1 Cor 13:2, “And if I have the spiritual gift of prophecy and I know all the mysteries; that is, all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains from one place to another place, but I do not have integrity-love, I am nothing.”


(4)  2 Cor 6:9, “alleged as ‘ignorant ones’ and yet [we are] those receiving complete knowledge, alleged as ‘those in danger of death’ and yet behold we are alive, alleged as ‘those being disciplined’ and yet we are not being put to death,”


(5)  2 Cor 8:7, “But just as you excel in all things: in doctrine, and in instruction, and in knowledge, and in all diligence, and in the love from us among you, abound also in this gracious deed.”


(6)  Eph 3:4, “by which mystery doctrine, as a result of the public reading of this epistle, you ought to be able to understand my technical knowledge about the mystery of the Christ [baptism of the Holy Spirit],”


(7)  Eph 4:11-13, “then He (Jesus Christ) gave some apostles, and some prophets, and others evangelists, and others pastor-teachers, for the purpose of equipping the saints [teaching doctrine], for the production [work, occupation] of [Christian] service, for the edification of the body of Christ [manufacture of invisible heroes plus the increase of members of the royal family], until we all attain the objective [execution of the protocol plan and subsequent glorification of God by becoming a mature believer] because of the system from doctrine [Operation Z], and by means of the epignosis knowledge of the Son of God [occupation with Christ], resulting in a mature believer to the measure of the maturity of the fullness of Christ.”


(8)  Phil 1:9, “In fact, I pray this that your virtue-love may keep on abounding still more even to a greater degree by means of full knowledge and all discernment.”


(9)  Phil 3:8, “But rather I even consider all things [of human celebrityship] to be disadvantage for the advantage of the surpassing greatness of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, my Lord, because of whom I have forfeited all things [as a Jewish celebrity], (which I keep on regarding as excrement), in order that I may gain Christ.”


(10)  Col 1:9-10, “For this reason we also, from the day we heard, do not cease praying and asking on your behalf that you might be filled with the full knowledge of His will [purpose, plan] by means of all wisdom and spiritual understanding, that you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things, bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production, and growing by means of the epignosis knowledge of God.”


(11)  Col 2:2-3, “in order that their hearts might receive encouragement, by having been instructed in virtue-love and resulting in all [spiritual] wealth from the certainty of understanding because of the full knowledge of the mystery of God from Christ, in Whom all the hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge exist.”


(12)  Col 3:10, “and put on the new man, who is being renewed for the purpose of epignosis knowledge according to the image of the One who created him.”


(13)  1 Tim 2:3-4, “This is good and acceptable in the opinion of God our Savior, Who desires all mankind to be saved and to come to a full-knowledge of the truth.”


(14)  2 Tim 3:6-7, “Because from these [reversionists] are those who worm their way into houses [local churches] and take captive foolish women [reversionistic believers], having been loaded up and overwhelmed with sins, being led away by various categories of lust, always learning [false doctrine and principles of evil] and yet they are never able to come to a full knowledge of the truth.”


(15)  Tit 1:1, “Paul, the slave of God and the apostle of Jesus Christ on the basis of the doctrine belonging to the elect of God; that is, the full knowledge of the truth, which is on the basis of the spiritual life,”


(16)  2 Pet 1:2-3, “May grace and prosperity be multiplied to you by means of the full knowledge of God; that is, Jesus our Lord, because His [the Lord Jesus Christ’s] divine power has bestowed on us all things with reference to life, even the spiritual life through the full knowledge of Him [God the Father] who called us to His own glory and virtue.”


(17)  2 Pet 1:8, “For since these things belong to you and are increasing, they make you neither useless nor unfruitful as a result of your full knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

j.  God the Holy Spirit is the teacher of this knowledge, 2 Cor 4:6, “Because God [Holy Spirit] who said, ‘Light shine forth out of darkness’, [is] the One who shines forth in our hearts for the purpose of the illumination of the knowledge of the glory of God [the Father] because of the person of Jesus Christ.”

k.  The concept of wisdom and revelation by means of the epignosis knowledge about Christ is summed up by Paul in his letter to the Corinthians, 1 Cor 1:22-24, 30, “In fact because the Jews keep asking for signs and the Greeks keep seeking for wisdom, indeed we are proclaiming Christ having been crucified; on the one hand, to the Jews (it is) heresy [a scandal], and on the other hand to the Greeks [it is] idiocy [foolishness], but to those who are the elect, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God.”  1 Cor 1:30, “But because of Him [the Father] you keep on being in Christ Jesus, who became to us the wisdom from God, both the righteousness and the sanctification and the redemption.”
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