Eph 1:14



- is the nominative subject from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which one” or “Who” and referring to the neuter singular adjective and noun “Holy Spirit” at the end of the previous statement.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that God the Holy Spirit produces the action of being what is described herein as the guarantee of our inheritance.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun ARRABWN, (from the Hebrew word ) which is used as a “legal and commercial technical term for the payment of part of a purchase price in advance: first installment, deposit, down payment, pledge, which secures a legal claim to the article in question, or makes a contract valid; it is a payment that obligates the contracting party to make further payments.  It is used in the phrase ‘has deposited the first installment of the Spirit in our hearts’ 2 Cor 1:22; ‘who has given to us the down payment of the Spirit’ 2 Cor 5:5.  The Spirit is the first installment Eph 1:14.”
  It means “‘first installment, down payment, pledge, or guarantee.’ (footnote 37: ‘It is possible that in the NT  has already been generalized in meaning and thus signifies simply ‘that which guarantees.’)”
  With this we have the genitive of apposition (or the epexegetical genitive or genitive of definition, in which the substantive in the genitive case—’our inheritance’ defines or clarifies the head noun) from the feminine singular article and noun KLĒRONOMIA with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our inheritance.”
“Who is the down payment-guarantee of our inheritance”
- is the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of extent of time (which means “to, until, on with indication of specific time, as in ‘until that day’ 2 Tim 1:12; ‘until the day of Christ’, Phil 1:10; ‘until the coming of the Messiah’ Gal 3:24.”
) from the feminine singular noun APOLUTRWSIS, which means “the release, redemption, or deliverance.”  With this we have the objective genitive from the feminine singular article, used as a personal pronoun “His” referring to God plus the noun PERIPOIĒSIS, which means “that which is acquired: possessing, possession, or property.”
  It is used here in its active sense of ‘that which is possessed’ referring to us, all Church Age believers, as the possession of God through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.  We are God’s possession now that Jesus Christ has redeemed us from sin.
“until the release of His property”
- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result (translated “resulting in”) from the masculine singular noun EPAINOS, which means “the act of expressing admiration or approval, translated: praise, approval, recognition toward God Phil 1:11; Eph 1:6, 12, 14.”
  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of this praise.  With this we have the objective genitive from the feminine singular noun DOXA, meaning “glory” with the possessive genitive of the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, translated “of His glory” and referring to God the Father.
“resulting in the praise of His glory.”
Eph 1:14 corrected translation
“Who is the down payment-guarantee of our inheritance until the release of His property resulting in the praise of His glory.”
Explanation:
1.  “Who is the down payment-guarantee of our inheritance”

a.  The essence of Paul’s thought here is this (verse 11ff): “we have received an inheritance…in order that we might be for the praise of His glory, …being sealed by means of the promised Holy Spirit, Who is the down payment-guarantee of our inheritance until the release of His [God the Father’s] property [our inheritance] resulting in the praise of His [God the Father’s] glory.”

b.  The whole analogy here is to the inheritance that a father leaves to his adopted son (adoption being the Roman custom of designating an adult heir of the family fortune, whether that person is a blood relative or not).

c.  God the Father is the father in the analogy.  God the Son is the adult heir who inherits everything from God the Father.  We are joint-heirs or fellow-heirs with Christ, because we are in union with Him; that is, because we have that special relationship of being “in Christ.”

d.  Therefore, we have received an inheritance.


e.  This inheritance includes three categories of blessings or what is regarded in the analogy as God the Father’s property or possessions.



(1)  The first category of God the Father’s property is the portfolio of invisible assets we receive at salvation.  This includes the gift of the Holy Spirit as the down payment on the rest of the property, which we will also receive.



(2)  The second category of God the Father’s property is the escrow blessings for time—both during our life on earth and during the millennial reign of Christ.



(3)  The third category of God the Father’s property is the escrow blessings for eternity.


f.  All three categories of spiritual property and possession are waiting to be given to us, in order that we might be for the praise of His glory.  Each of these categories of blessing glorifies God the Father.


g.  The guarantee that this inheritance is real is the fact that it is sealed by means of the promised Holy Spirit.  God the Son promised that the Father would send God the Holy Spirit to guarantee God the Father’s promise of blessing and He did.


h.  Therefore, at the moment of salvation God the Holy Spirit seals the inheritance as ours forever.  This is the guarantee of our eternal life, our resurrection body, living with God forever, and having the most wonderful blessings in time and eternity available to us.

i.  Therefore, God the Holy Spirit is the down payment-guarantee of our inheritance.



(1)  When you buy a house or car or some other ‘big-ticket’ item that cannot be paid for in full at the time you buy it, you put a certain portion of the cost down as a pledge, promise, or guarantee that you will pay the rest of the money.  This is called a ‘down payment’.  The down payment is your promise that you will pay off the rest of what you owe.



(2)  God the Father has done the same thing for us.  The inheritance we will receive by being in union with Christ is so great that it is completely impossible for God the Father to give it to us all at once.  He has to provide it in installments.




(a)  The first installment comes to us with the things we receive at salvation.




(b)  The second installment is blessing in time, such as blessing by association to others.




(c)  The third installment is dying grace blessing.




(d)  The fourth installment is interim blessings in heaven while awaiting the resurrection of the Church.




(e)  The fifth installment is receiving a resurrection body.




(f)  The sixth installment is receiving rewards at the evaluation throne of Christ.




(g)  The seventh installment is ruling with Christ for a thousand years.




(h)  The eighth installment is receiving escrow blessings for eternity.



(3)  The gift of the Holy Spirit with all of His ministries to us is the guarantee of all these installments of our inheritance.  All that the Holy Spirit does for us is a guarantee of our present and future blessings as joint-heirs with Christ.
2.  “until the release of His property”

a.  This is a temporal prepositional phrase that indicates that God the Holy Spirit functions as the down payment guarantee until God the Father is free to release all His property, possessions, and assets to us as joint-heirs with Christ.

b.  God the Father will not be able to release His property to us as our inheritance until He has made all the enemies of Christ a footstool for His feet.

c.  The universe, the earth, and everything on the earth, including all of our Lord’s creation is still in bondage to the ruler of this world, who must be dethroned.  This will occur at the Second Advent of Christ.


d.  After the Second Advent of Christ, when all demon authority and power has been removed from the earth and the royal family of God has been prepared for blessing by the removal of the human body of sin and the burning of all human good and evil, then we are properly prepared to receive the release of God the Father’s property as our inheritance.


e.  When Christ is able to reign on earth, God the Father is able to release all His property to Him as His rightful heir.  We will share in that inheritance by living and ruling with Christ on earth (God’s property and possession) as joint-heirs with Christ.


f.  There will be another release of God’s property with the creation of a new heavens and a new earth, in which we will also share a portion for all eternity.


g.  In the meantime, God the Holy Spirit being in us and sealing us is the Father’s guarantee of the release of His property to us.

3.  “resulting in the praise of His glory.”

a.  Obviously then, the release of God’s property as our inheritance in time and eternity will result in us praising His glory, His plan, His person; that is, who and what He is—the sum total of His essence.

b.  This is the same phrase which occurred in verses six and twelve.  This entire sentence has been written for the praise of His glory.  This is what it says in total:

“Worthy of praise [is] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ, since He Himself has elected us in Him before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless before Him, having predetermined us for the purpose of adoption through Jesus Christ to Himself according to the good intention produced by His will, resulting in the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He has graced us out in the Beloved; by the agency of Whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, on the basis of the riches of His grace, which He has caused to abound to us by means of all wisdom and practical insight, having revealed to us the mystery of His will according to His good intention, which He planned in Him for the purpose of the administration of the fullness of times, to unite under one head everyone in Christ, those in heaven and those on earth in Him; in Whom also we have received an inheritance, having been predestined according to a predetermined plan from Him Who works all things on the basis of the purpose produced by His will, in order that we, the ones previously having confidence in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory, in Whom also, when you heard the message of truth, the good news of your salvation, in Whom also when you believed, you were sealed by means of the promised Holy Spirit, Who is the down payment-guarantee of our inheritance until the release of His property resulting in the praise of His glory.”
4.  What have we learned from this sentence?


a.  God the Father is worthy of praise.


b.  God the Father has blessed us with every spiritual blessing because of our relationship with Christ.


c.  God the Father has blessed us by electing us before the foundation of the world to be in a special relationship with Christ.

d.  God the Father blessed us by deciding in eternity past that we should be holy and blameless before Him.


e.  God the Father predetermined that we would be adopted as His sons through our relationship with Christ according to what He, the Father, wanted to have happen.


f.  God the Father pre-designed this plan of adoption, so that His grace would be glorified by our praise of how He has graced us out by our relationship with Christ.


g.  God the Father designed a plan whereby we would be redeemed from our slavery to sin through our relationship with His Son, so that our sins would be forgiven.


h.  God the Father designed a plan whereby all the riches of His grace would abound to us by means of wisdom and the practical insight He would give to us by revealing His hidden will to us that He had planned in the life and work of Christ.


i.  God the Father planned for Christ to rule and administer human history at the right time, when everyone would be united under His authority.

j.  God the Father planned for all those under Christ’s authority at that right time; that is, the fullness of times, to receive their inheritance as joint-heirs with Christ.


k.  God the Father planned for His glory to be praised by all those who have put their faith, trust, and confidence in Christ, because of this inheritance which they will receive.


l.  Therefore, God the Father has given us the Holy Spirit as a down payment and guarantee of this inheritance, which should result in the praise of His glory even now.

m.  Obviously because of all this, God the Father is worthy of praise.  The Father has designed a perfect plan for you, putting you in a unique relationship with His Son that means the most fantastic future for you, and He has guaranteed everything perfectly.
5.  Eph 1:3-14 is one of the great problem solving devices in the Word of God.  This sentence is a statement of the plan of God rationale as a system of thinking in the faith-rest drill.  If God has predetermined a perfect plan for us, and He has, then nothing is going to alter or change that perfect plan, including the wonderful inheritance we have in Christ Jesus, our Lord.  Just as Paul stated in Rom 8:28-32, “In fact we know that to those who love God, He causes all things to work together for the purpose of good, to those who are the called ones according to the plan.  [We know] that whom He foreknew, He also foreordained [predestinated] conformed ones to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren.  And whom He foreordained, these He also called [elected].  And whom He called these He also justified.  And whom He justified, these He also glorified.  Therefore, what shall we say with reference to these things?  If God [is] for us (and He is), who [is] against us?  He who did not even spare His own Son, but as a substitute for all of us delivered Him over to judgment, how shall He not also in association with Him graciously give to us the all things [our inheritance]?”
God the Father will give us all the things of our inheritance, which is why He is worthy of praise every day.

� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 134). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996, c1989). Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament: Based on semantic domains (electronic ed. of the 2nd edition.) (Vol. 1, Page 576). New York: United Bible societies.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 289). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 804). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 357). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.





PAGE  
1

