Eph 1:13



- is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “in Whom” and referring again to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Again we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to all Church Age believers.  Then we have the nominative second person masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”

The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist, referring to the fact of a past action.


The active voice indicates that the believers to whom Paul writes produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle, translated “when you heard” and is contemporaneous action with the action of the main verb “being sealed.”

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the word, proclamation, instruction, teaching, or message.”  With this we have the attributive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “of truth.”  The genitive substantive ‘truth’ specifies an attribute or innate quality of the message.  The phrase ‘the message of truth’ is also found in 2 Cor 6:7; Col 1:5; 2 Tim 2:15; and Jam 1:18.
“in Whom also, when you heard the message of truth,”
- is the appositional accusative from the neuter singular article and noun EUAGGELION, which means “the good news, gospel.”  With this we have the objective genitive from the feminine singular noun SWTĒRIA with the possessive genitive of the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “of your salvation.”
“the good news of your salvation,”
- is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “in Whom” and referring again to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Again we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  This is followed by the nominative second person masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”

The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist, referring to the fact of a past action.


The active voice indicates that the believers to whom Paul writes produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle, translated “when you believed” and is contemporaneous action with the action of the main verb “being sealed.”
“in Whom also when you believed”
- is the second person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb SPHRAGIZW, which means “to mark with a seal as a means of identification, mark, seal Rev 7:3, 4, 5, 8; Eph 4:30; 2 Cor 1:22; Jn 6:27; 2 Cor 1:22.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which regards the action as a past fact in its entirety.


The passive voice indicates that all Church Age believers receive the action of being sealed at the point of salvation.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
Then we have the instrumental of means
 from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA with the neuter singular article and adjective HAGIOS, meaning “by means of the Holy Spirit” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.  With this we have the attributive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun EPAGGELIA, which means “promise.”  The noun in the genitive (‘promise’) specifies an attribute of the head noun (‘Holy Spirit’) and should be translated ‘the promised Holy Spirit’.  “‘The promise of the Spirit” denotes ‘the promised Spirit:’ compare Lk 24:49; Acts 2:33 and Eph 1:13; so in Heb 9:15, ‘the promise of the eternal inheritance’ is ‘the promised eternal inheritance.’”
 

This is explained in two other New Testament passages:
Lk 24:49, “And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”
Acts 2:33, “Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit [the attributed genitive = ‘the promised Holy Spirit’], He has poured forth this which you both see and hear.”
“you were sealed by means of the promised Holy Spirit,”
Eph 1:13 corrected translation
“in Whom also, when you heard the message of truth, the good news of your salvation, in Whom also when you believed, you were sealed by means of the promised Holy Spirit,”
Explanation:
1.  “in Whom also, when you heard the message of truth,”

a.  The phrase “in Whom” refers back to our Lord Jesus Christ in the context, which says, “for the purpose of the administration [orderly plan and arrangement of events] of the fullness of times, to unite under one head everyone in Christ, those in heaven and those on earth in Him; in Whom also we have received an inheritance, having been predestined according to a predetermined plan from Him who works all things on the basis of the purpose produced by His will, in order that we, the ones previously having confidence in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory, in Whom also, when you heard the message of truth, the good news of your salvation, in Whom also when you believed, you were sealed by means of the promised Holy Spirit,”

b.  The phrase when you heard the message of truth refers back to the point of salvation, the moment we believed in Christ.

c.  The gospel message is God’s message of truth.  It is so stated in:



(1)  2 Cor 6:2-7, “Because He says, ‘At the appropriate time I listened to you, and on the day of salvation I helped you.’  Consider, now [is] the truly favorable time.  Consider, now [is] the day of salvation, giving no occasion for taking offense in any way, in order that the service [of reconciliation] might not be blamed, but in all things demonstrating ourselves as God’s servants by means of great patience [endurance, perseverance], in afflictions, in pressures, in difficulties, in beatings, in imprisonments, in riots, in physical labors, in sleepless nights, in situations of hunger, with purity, with knowledge, with forbearance [toward others], with kindness, with the Holy Spirit, with unconditional love, with the message of truth, with the power of God; by means of the offensive and defensive weapons of righteousness,”


(2)  Col 1:5, “because of the hope [confident expectation] which is stored up for your benefit in the heavens, which [hope of eternal life] you heard before in the true message of the gospel.”


(3)  2 Tim 2:15, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, an unashamed worker, accurately exegeting the Word of Truth.”


(4)  Jam 1:18, “Having been determined, He gave birth to us by means of the Word of Truth, in order that we might be a certain kind of first-fruits of His creatures.”
2.  “the good news of your salvation,”

a.  Paul continues with an accusative of apposition which explains the meaning of the phrase “the message of truth.”

b.  The message of truth is the good news of our salvation.

c.  The good news is that Jesus Christ has provided eternal salvation for anyone who desires it and has faith, trust, or confidence in Him that He and only He provides that salvation.
3.  “in Whom also when you believed, you were sealed by means of the promised Holy Spirit,”

a.  Paul continues with another fact that makes God the Father worthy of praise.  The Father is worthy of praise because our eternal salvation in relationship with Christ was sealed by means of the Holy Spirit the moment we believed in Christ.



(1)  Compare:




(a)  Gal 3:14, “in order that Abraham’s blessing might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, so that we might receive the promise from the Spirit by faith;”



(b)  Eph 4:30, “Furthermore, stop grieving the Holy Spirit, the God by whom you have been sealed to the day of redemption.”



(c)  2 Cor 1:22, “The One [God the Father] who also caused us to be sealed and gave the down payment of the Spirit in our hearts.”


(2)  “The possession of the Spirit (Rom 8:23; 2 Cor 1:22; 5:5; Eph 1:13) is a foretaste of eternal salvation.”
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