Eph 1:12



- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the articular neuter singular present active infinitive from the verb EIMI with the first person plural accusative subject of the infinitive from the personal pronoun EGW, meaning “that we might be.”  This is the accusative-infinitive construction, in which a substantive in the accusative case functions as a subject of an infinitive, which functions as a finite verb.  The construction EIS plus the article plus the infinite is one of the principal ways to indicate aim or purpose of the action or state expressed by the main verb.  It is translated “in order that.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the state or condition as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of being something.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.
“in order that we might be”
- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the masculine singular noun EPAINOS, which means “the act of expressing admiration or approval, translated: praise, approval, recognition toward God Phil 1:11; Eph 1:6, 12, 14.”
  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of this praise.  With this we have the objective genitive from the feminine singular noun DOXA, meaning “glory” with the possessive genitive of the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, translated “of His glory” and referring to God the Father.
“for the praise of His glory”
- is the appositional accusative from the first person masculine plural articular perfect active participle of the verb PROELPIZW, which means “to be prior in hoping, hope before, be the first to hope in Christ Eph 1:12;”
 “to hope in a prior manner, either beforehand or prior to someone else—’to hope beforehand, to be the first to hope.’ ‘who are the first to hope in Christ’ Eph 1:12.”
  The Greek word ELPIZW means to hope in the sense of trusting or having confidence in someone, whereas the English connotation of the word ‘hope’ normally carries the idea of a wish that something will happen, but with no confidence that it will, as in the statement “I hope so.”  The preposition PRO means ‘beforehand’ or ‘previously’.  Thus the meaning of this very rare word (it is only used once in all Greek literature prior to the NT in the third century B.C. and never in the LXX) is ‘to have previous confidence in someone or something.’  Another possible meaning of this word, which no scholar has seemed to consider is the use of the preposition PRO meaning “above, especially.”  This would give the word the idea “to especially have confidence” in someone.  This would give the meaning “in order that we, who have especially had confidence in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory,” a rendering of the verse that is certainly compatible with the context.

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “the ones.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action of having previous confidence.

The active voice indicates that Church Age believers produce the action of already having confidence in Christ or having previously placed their faith, trust, and confidence in Christ.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “in Christ.”
“the ones previously having confidence in Christ”
Eph 1:12 corrected translation
“in order that we, the ones previously having confidence in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory”
Explanation:
1.  “in order that we might be for the praise of His glory”

a.  The context for this statement is as follows: “having been predestined according to a predetermined plan from Him who works all things on the basis of the purpose produced by His will, in order that we, the ones who are the first to have confidence in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory.”

b.  God has a definite purpose in His predetermined plan.  This purpose is produced by His will and works all things within the plan according to His will.

c.  God’s purpose is that we; that is, all Church Age believers, should exist for the praise of His glory.


d.  God the Father is worthy of praise (verse 3) and we have been created as a new spiritual species for the purpose of praising Him.


e.  God the Father has “predetermined us for adoption…according to the good intention produced by His will resulting in the praise of the glory of His grace,” verses 5-6.


f.  God the Father planned in eternity past that we would praise His glory.  God’s glory is the sum total of God’s essence.  We have been created as the royal family of God to praise God’s essence; that is, who and what He is.


g.  There is no option suggested in this purpose clause.  All members of the royal family of God will praise the Father’s glory.  We will all do so in resurrection body in heaven after the evaluation throne of Christ.


h.  But we have also been created and exist now as believers on earth for the praise of the Father’s glory.  We praise the glory of God the Father now by our faith, trust, and confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ and by our obedience to the will, plan, purpose, and commands of God for our spiritual life.


i.  We will see in verse 14 that the Holy Spirit has been given to us for the praise of His glory.


j.  The glory of God.



(1)  The glory of God refers to the sum total of His divine essence or to some part of divine essence.  The greatest manifestation of the glory of God is the love of God.




(a)  There is a point at which we see God for the first time, Dt 5:24, “Behold, the Lord our God has shown us His glory and His greatness.”  God has shown His glory and greatness through His unconditional, unfailing love.



(b)  You cannot see the glory and greatness of God until you can see the love of God.  Seeing the love of God is seeing the glory of God through pertinent Bible doctrine.




(c)  Rom 3:23 says that sin is falling short of the glory of God.  A part of God’s glory, His righteousness, rejects sin.




(d)  God’s glory is the source of a human spirit full of the wisdom which comes from divine revelation, Eph 1:17, “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom even from the source of revelation by means of epignosis knowledge from Him.”  



(2)  The Greek and Hebrew words for glory.




(a)  The Greek word DOXZA means brightness, radiance, splendor, magnificence, fame, renown, honor, or glory.




(b)  The Hebrew word KABOD means honor, glory, riches, nobility, splendor, and majesty.



(3)  Glory always has the connotation of honor inherent in a person, distinction, greatness, renown, fame, nobility, or majesty.  In Rom 5:2, glory refers to the integrity of God, “Through Whom also we have access by means of faith into this grace in which we stand; and so let us have pride based on absolute confidence in the glory of God.”


(4)  The indwelling of Christ is the confidence of glorification of God the Father, Col 1:27, “To whom God decreed to make known what is the wealth of the glory of the mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”


(5)  Understanding that God has predestined our adoption as adult sons in order to receive an eternal inheritance from Him results in the recognition and praise of God’s glory, Eph 1:5-6, “having predetermined us for the purpose of adoption…resulting in the praise of the glory of His grace.”  The glory of God pursues us in grace for the purpose of blessing us.



(6)  The riches of spiritual maturity are from the glory of God.



(a)  Eph 1:18, “that the eyes of your right lobe may be enlightened, in order that you all may have a permanent knowledge, knowing what is the confidence of His calling, and what is the riches from the source of the glory—the inheritance of His saints.”



(b)  Eph 3:16, “In order that He might give you according to the riches from His glory, to become strong by means of power through His Spirit with reference to the inner man.”



(c)  Phil 4:19, “Now my God shall fill up your every need according to His wealth in glory in Christ Jesus.”


(7)  God’s purpose is to bring many sons into an eternal relationship with His glory, Heb 2:10, “For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.”  God brings many sons to glory by judging our sins and providing the opportunity for salvation to all, so that, when we believe in Christ, we enter into a relationship with His glory.



(8)  The royal family is called to eternal glory since Christ is seated in the place of glory.  The formation of the royal family comes under the phrase, “being called to eternal glory,” which is the status of the royal family being called into eternal relationship with the glory of God.




(a)  1 Pet 5:10, “Then the God of all grace, who called all of you for the purpose of His eternal glory in Christ Jesus, after you have a little suffering, Himself will complete, establish, strengthen, lay your foundation.”



(b)  2 Pet 1:3, “because His [the Lord Jesus Christ’s] divine power has bestowed on us all things with reference to life, even the spiritual life through the full knowledge of Him [God the Father] who called us to His own glory and virtue.”  



(9)  The resurrection body is described in terms of glory, 1 Cor 15:43, “It is sown in a state of dishonor; it is raised in a state of glory.  It is sown in a state of weakness; it is raised in a state of power.”  We will live forever in a state of glory.  In 2 Thes 2:14, “the attainment of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” refers to having a resurrection body exactly like His.



(10)  God is glorified and receives glory forever in the function of deliverance and ultimate sanctification of the believer, 2 Tim 4:18, “The Lord will deliver me from every evil deed, and will continue to preserve me for His heavenly kingdom; to Whom [is] the glory forever and ever. Amen.”
2.  “the ones previously having confidence in Christ”

a.  Paul adds a qualifying phrase to describe who he means by the personal pronoun EGW = “we” in the phrase “that we might be.”

b.  This does not refer to Jewish believers as opposed to Gentile believers; nor does it refer to Paul and the other apostles as opposed to rank and file believers.  The word “we” refers to all Church Age believers of this dispensation of human history; that is, the royal family of God.

c.  Paul is making the simple point that all of us who have believed in Christ have done so in the past at the point of salvation.  We previously had confidence in Christ when we believed in Christ.  Having believed in Christ will result in the praise of God’s glory.

d.  This same concept is taught in:



(1)  Rom 15:7, “Therefore, receive (welcome) one another, even as Christ has received us for the purpose of the glory of God.”


(2)  2 Cor 4:13-15, “Now because we have the same spirit of faith in accordance with what stands written, ‘I believed, therefore I spoke,’ we also keep on believing, therefore we also keep on speaking, knowing that the One who raised the Lord Jesus will also raise us with Jesus and bring [us] before [Him] together with you.  For all things [are] for your benefit, in order that the grace which is present in abundance because of the many might cause gratitude to abound resulting in the glory of God.”


(3)  Phil 1:9-11, “In fact, I pray this that your virtue-love may keep on abounding still more even to a greater degree by means of full knowledge and all discernment, with the result that you may approve after testing those things of greater value [those things that really matter], in order that you may be pure and blameless on the day of Christ [Rapture], having brought to completion the production of righteousness, which [comes] by the agency of Jesus Christ resulting in the glory and praise of God.”


(4)  Phil 2:9-11, “Therefore also, God [the Father] has exalted Him [Jesus Christ] to the maximum and has graciously bestowed on Him the rank which is over and above every rank, in order that at the command of Jesus, every knee shall bow, of heavenly beings both the ones on earth and the ones under the earth [believers who died before the rapture occurred], and every tongue shall acknowledge from itself that Jesus Christ is the Lord resulting in the glory of God the Father.”


(5)  Phil 4:20, “Now to God, even our Father, [belongs] the glory throughout eternity. I believe it.”


(6)  2 Thes 2:13-14, “Now we are obligated to give thanks to God at all times concerning you, brethren, loved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation by means of the sanctification from the Spirit and belief in the truth [Bible doctrine], for which purpose He called you through our gospel to gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”


(7)  1 Pet 4:11, “If anyone communicates, do it as though speaking the teachings of God; if anyone serves, do it as though from the strength which God [the Holy Spirit] provides, in order that God [the Father] may be glorified in the sphere of all things through Jesus Christ, to whom is the glory and the power forever, I believe it.”


(8)  1 Pet 5:10, “Then the God of all grace, who called all of you for the purpose of His eternal glory in Christ Jesus, after you have a little suffering, Himself will complete, establish, strengthen, lay your foundation.”


(9)  2 Pet 1:3, “because His [the Lord Jesus Christ’s] divine power has bestowed on us all things with reference to life, even the spiritual life through the full knowledge of Him [God the Father] who called us to His own glory and virtue.”
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