Col 1:1, “Paul, the apostle from Christ Jesus through the will of God, and Timothy my fellow-believer”

Col 1:2, “to those in Colossae, saints and faithful brethren in Christ: grace is yours and prosperity from God our Father.”

Col 1:3, “We give thanks at all times to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, while praying concerning you,”

Col 1:4, “having heard about your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you keep on having toward all the saints”

Col 1:5, “because of the hope [confident expectation] which is stored up for your benefit in the heavens, which [hope of eternal life] you heard before in the true message of the gospel,”

Col 1:6, “which [gospel] has come to you (as also in all the world) and is bearing fruit and increasing (as also in you) from the day you heard and completely understood the grace of God by means of doctrine,”

Col 1:7, “just as you have learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow-slave, who keeps on being a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf,”

Col 1:8, “the one who also revealed to us your virtue-love by means of the Spirit.”

Col 1:9, “For this reason we also, from the day we heard, do not cease praying and asking on your behalf that you might be filled with the full-knowledge of His will [purpose, plan] by means of all wisdom and spiritual understanding,”

Col 1:10, “that you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things, bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production, and growing by means of the full-knowledge of God,”

Col 1:11, “because we have been endowed with all power according to the standard of the ruling power from His glory [divine essence] resulting in all endurance and patience associated with happiness,”

Col 1:12, “giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us for a share in the inheritance of the saints by the light [of the word of God],”

Col 1:13, “Who has delivered us from the authority [power, domain] of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,”

Col 1:14, “in Whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”

Col 1:15, “Who is the image of the invisible God, (the first-born with reference to every creature,”

Col 1:16, “because by means of Him all things were created in the heavens and on the earth, the visible and invisible, whether angelic kings or angelic lords, whether angelic general officers or field grade officers, all things have been created through Him and because of Him.”

Col 1:17, “In fact, He Himself exists before all things and by means of Him all things are held together.”

Col 1:18, “Moreover, He is the head of the body, the Church, the One who is the origin, the first-born out from the dead, that He Himself might be the leader among all [believers]),”

Col 1:19, “because He was pleased that all the fullness [of deity] reside in Him”

Col 1:20, “and through Him, to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His Cross [Christ’s spiritual death], through Him whether the things on the earth [mankind] or the things in the heavens [angels].”

Col 1:21, “Furthermore, you were formerly alienated and hostile in your attitude because of your degenerate deeds.”

Col 1:22, “Yet now, He has reconciled [you] in His human body through His [spiritual] death, in order to present you holy both blameless [no personal sin] and irreproachable [no old sin nature and Adam’s original sin] before Him.”

Col 1:23, “Inasmuch as you persist in the sphere of doctrine, having been established [strengthened] not only firm ones but also unshifting ones from your confidence in the gospel which you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation which [is] under heaven, concerning which [gospel], I, Paul, myself have become a servant.”

Col 1:24, “Now I keep on rejoicing because of my sufferings as a substitute for you; that is, I complete my need [deficiencies] of Christ’s afflictions in my flesh as a substitute for His body, which [body] is the Church,”

Col 1:25, “on behalf of which I myself have become a servant according to the divine office which has been given to me for your benefit to complete the word of God,”

Col 1:26, “the mystery which has been hidden from eternity past and from the generations—but now is being revealed for the benefit of His saints,”

Col 1:27, “to whom God desired to make known what is the wealth of glory with reference to this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”

Col 1:28, “Whom we keep on proclaiming, warning each person and teaching each person in the sphere of all wisdom, in order that we might present each person mature in Christ.”

Col 1:29, “For which purpose also I toil, exerting myself according to His enabling power, which becomes effective in me by means of [divine] power.”

Chapter Two

Col 2:1, “For I want you to know how great a struggle I am having on your behalf and for those in Laodicea and as many as have not seen my face in the flesh,”

Col 2:2, “in order that their hearts might receive encouragement, by having been instructed in virtue-love and resulting in all [spiritual] wealth from the certainty of understanding because of the full-knowledge of the mystery of God from Christ,”

Col 2:3, “in Whom all the hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge exist.”

Col 2:4, “I am saying this in order that no one deceives you by persuasive speech.”

Col 2:5, “For even if I am absent in the flesh, nevertheless, by means of the Spirit I keep on being present with you, rejoicing and noticing your orderliness and the firmness of your doctrine with respect to Christ.”

Col 2:6, “Therefore, as you accepted Christ Jesus, the Lord, keep walking in Him,”

Col 2:7, “being firmly rooted in and built upon Him; that is, being established by means of doctrine, just as you have been taught and overflow with thanksgiving.”

Col 2:8, “Beware that there will be no one who takes you captive through their false teaching and empty deception according to the tradition from men on the basis of the fundamental principles of the world and not on the basis of Christ,”

Col 2:9, “because in Him all the fullness of deity dwells bodily,”

Col 2:10, “and you are filled in Him, who is the authority over all rule and authority;”

Col 2:11, “in Whom also you have been circumcised with the circumcision made without hands by means of the removal of the body of the flesh because of the circumcision from the source of Christ,”

Col 2:12, “having been buried together with Him by means of the baptism [of the Holy Spirit], by means of which baptism also you all are raised together because of your faith in the operational power of God who raised Him out from the dead.”

Col 2:13, “Nevertheless, though you were dead ones in the sphere of your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He [God the Holy Spirit] raised you together with Him [the Lord Jesus Christ], having forgiven us all our sins,”

Col 2:14, “having erased the certificate of indebtedness against us by means of the decrees [in the Mosaic Law], which continued to be hostile against us; that is, He removed it [the certificate of indebtedness] from the middle, having nailed it to the Cross.”

Col 2:15, “Having disarmed the rulers [angelic general officers] and the authorities [angelic field grade officers], He [God the Father] disgraced them publicly, having forced them to march in a triumphal procession because of it [the Cross].”

Col 2:16, “Therefore, let no one criticize [find fault with] you because of what you eat and because of what you drink or with regard to the observance of a religious holiday or the new moon or the Sabbaths,”

Col 2:17, “which things [Jewish religious observances] have been a foreshadowing of future things, but the reality is Christ.”

Col 2:18, “Let no one who takes pleasure in [pseudo] humility and the worship of angels rob you of reward, taking his stand without cause on those things which he has seen, being puffed up by the thinking of his flesh [sin nature],”

Col 2:19, “and not holding fast to the Head [the Lord Jesus Christ], from whom all the body [of believers], being supplied and held together by the joints and ligaments [pastor-teachers], keeps on growing the growth from God.”

Col 2:20, “If you have died with Christ from the fundamental principles of the world [and you have], why, as if you are living in the cosmic system, do you submit yourselves to [religious] rules and regulations?”

Col 2:21, “‘Do not touch [a woman sexually] nor taste [forbidden foods] nor touch [anyone to kill them]’,”

Col 2:22, “(which things are all for the purpose of destruction by being consumed)—according to the commandments and teachings from men,”

Col 2:23, “which category of things, indeed, keep on having the appearance of wisdom by means of a self-made religion and false-humility and the severe treatment of the body, which is not of any value against the gratification of the sin nature.”

Chapter Three

Col 3:1, “Therefore, if you have been raised together with Christ [and you have], desire to possess the things above where Christ is sitting at the right side of God.”

Col 3:2, “Keep on thinking objectively about the things above, not the things on the earth.”

Col 3:3, “For you have died and your life has been hidden [secured] with Christ by God.”

Col 3:4, “When Christ, your life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.”

Col 3:5, “Therefore put to death the parts [of your life] which belong to the earth: unlawful sexual intercourse, immorality, sinful sexual passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry,”

Col 3:6, “because of which things the judgment [anger, wrath] of God is coming,”

Col 3:7, “in which things [sins] even you formerly walked, when you lived in these things.”

Col 3:8, “But now you yourselves also must put to death all these things: anger, rage, malice, slander, abusive speech from your mouth.”

Col 3:9, “Stop lying to one another, since you stripped off the old man [old sin nature] together with his practices,”

Col 3:10, “and put on the new man, who is being renewed for the purpose of full-knowledge according to the image of the One who created him,”

Col 3:11, “where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, freeman, but Christ is all things and in all [members of the royal family].”

Col 3:12, “Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion [mercy, pity], kindness [goodness, generosity], humility, gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience [steadfastness, endurance, forbearance],”

Col 3:13, “putting up with one another and forgiving each other.  If anyone has a complaint, just as also the Lord has forgiven you, so also you [forgive them].”

Col 3:14, “But above all these things put on virtue-love, which is the bond of completeness.”

Col 3:15, “Furthermore, let the peace [harmony/prosperity] of Christ rule in your hearts for which [peace/harmony/prosperity] also you were called into one body; and become thankful ones.”

Col 3:16, “Let the doctrine of Christ dwell abundantly in you all by means of all wisdom, teaching and warning each other with psalms, hymns, spiritual songs, by means of grace singing in your hearts to God.”

Col 3:17, “And so whatever you do in word or in deed, [do] all things in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”

Col 3:18, “You wives, obey your husbands as is fitting in the Lord.”

Col 3:19, “You husbands, unconditionally love your wives and stop making yourselves bitter against them.”

Col 3:20, “You children, obey your parents in all things, for this keeps on being pleasing in the Lord.”

Col 3:21, “You fathers, stop provoking [irritating/embittering] your children, in order that they may not become discouraged.”

Col 3:22, “You workers, keep on obeying your human bosses in all things, not by means of eye-service as men-pleasers, but by means of integrity of heart, respecting the Lord.”

Col 3:23, “Whatever you do, do from the soul as to the Lord and not to men,”

Col 3:24, “knowing that you will receive for yourselves the reward of your inheritance.  You serve the Lord Christ.”

Col 3:25, “For the one doing wrong will receive what he has done wrong, and there is no partiality.”

Chapter Four

Col 4:1, “You masters, show justice and equality to your workers, knowing that you also keep on having a Master in heaven.”

Col 4:2, “Persevere in prayer, constantly being alert in it in the sphere of thanksgiving,”

Col 4:3, “praying at the same time also concerning us that God may open for us a door of doctrine to proclaim the mystery of Christ because of which [mystery] also I have become a prisoner,”

Col 4:4, “in order that I might reveal it [the mystery of Christ] as I ought to communicate.”

Col 4:5, “Keep on walking with wisdom toward those outside, purchasing the time.”

Col 4:6, “Your speech—always in the sphere of grace, having been seasoned with salt [doctrine], so that you know how you ought to answer each one.”

Col 4:7, “Tychicus, the beloved brother, both faithful minister and fellow-slave in the Lord will make known to you all about my situation,”

Col 4:8, “[Tychicus] whom I have sent to you for this very purpose, that you might begin to understand our situation and that he might encourage your hearts,”

Col 4:9, “together with Onesimus, that faithful and beloved fellow-believer, who is from you.  They will reveal to you all the conditions here.”

Col 4:10, “Aristarchus, my fellow-prisoner, greets you, and Mark, the cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom, you have received orders: if he comes to you, receive him),”

Col 4:11, “and Jesus, who is called Justus.  These [are] the only fellow-workers in the kingdom of God who are from the circumcision, who are of such a quality that they have become a comfort to me.”

Col 4:12, “Epaphras, the one who [is] from you, the slave of Christ Jesus greets you all, at all times fighting for you in his prayers, in order that you, the mature ones, may hold your ground; that is, by having been fulfilled in the sphere of the entire will of God.”

Col 4:13, “For I testify with reference to him that he keeps having much distress on your behalf both those in Laodicea and those in Hierapolis.”

Col 4:14, “Luke, the beloved physician, greets you, as well as Demas.”

Col 4:15, “Greet those believers in Laodicea as well as Nympha and the assembly in her house.”

Col 4:16, “Now when this letter is exegeted in your presence, do [it], in order that it might also be exegeted in the assembly of the Laodiceans, and in order that you might also exegete the one from the Laodiceans.”

Col 4:17, “And command Archippos: ‘Pay attention to the ministry which you received because of the Lord, in order that you may fulfill it.’”

Col 4:18, “This greeting ‘from Paul’ is with my own hand.  Remember my chains.  Grace [be] with you all.”
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