Col 4:9



 - is the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the masculine singular proper noun ONĒSIMOS.  It is translated “together with Onesimus.”
, - is the demonstrative use of the appositional dative masculine singular article HO, meaning “that” plus the adjectives PISTOS, meaning “faithful,” the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” the adjective AGAPĒTOS, meaning “beloved” and the noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brother” but used technically for a “fellow-believer.”
“together with Onesimus, that faithful and beloved fellow-believer,”
 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and referring back to Onesimus.

 - is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition, which perpetually exists.  Onesimus was probably born and raised in Colossae and will always be from there.


The active voice indicates that Onesimus produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

: - is the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “from you.”
“who is from you.”
 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural substantive use of the adjective PAS, meaning “everything, all things.”
 - is the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”
 - is the third person plural future active indicative from the verb GNWRIZW, meaning “to make known, to reveal.”

The future tense is predictive for an event, which will happen in the future.


The active voice indicates that Onesimus and Tychicus will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

. - is the appositional use of accusative neuter plural article HO, used as demonstrative pronoun, meaning “which things.”  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of EIMI, meaning, “are.”  With this, we have the adverb of place HWDE, meaning “here.”  Literally, the phrase is translated “which things are here.”  However, this is an idiom, which can be rendered “all the conditions here” or “the entire situation here.”
“They will reveal to you all the conditions here.”
Col 4:9 corrected translation
“together with Onesimus, that faithful and beloved fellow-believer, who is from you.  They will reveal to you all the conditions here.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul continues his sentence begun in verse seven by informing the Colossians that along with Tychikos he is sending another faithful and beloved believer named Onesimus.  As we shall see in the book of Philemon, Onesimus was the runaway slave of Philemon, whom Paul asks Philemon to accept back as a fellow-believer.

2.  Onesimus ran away from his duties as a slave in Colossae to Rome.  While in Rome, he became a believer and was extremely positive to doctrine.  He has now grown up spiritually and desires to fulfill his duty as a believer by returning to his former master Philemon.

3.  Paul uses this motivation by Onesimus to entrust him with the care of this epistle and to report on the condition Paul and his companions at Rome.

4.  Slavery in the Roman Empire.


a.  The Romans were a hearty people; they were tough and had great respect for authority.


b.  They captured 250,000 slaves during the Punic wars.   Slavery became important to the empire.  Because of Hannibal, many farms were destroyed and the farmers went to Rome for protection.  After the wars, the mass of people had no incentive to go back to the farms.


c.  Estates developed when the land was bought by wealthy people.  The roman people themselves would not work, so slaves were bought up and used instead.


d.  Rome did not want slaves, but were forced to use them for labor to produce food.  Slave labor was the only labor available.  Gradually, socialism and welfare developed.


e.  The economy was successful, but everything was done with slaves, while welfare increased for the people in Rome.


f.  Slavery developed in Asia Minor from indentured servants.  Labor unions had priced themselves out of existence.  Slavery starts when working class people become dissatisfied.  The loss of hard working labor at low wages creates depression.  Labor can only be brought back into line by an economic depression.


g.  Christianity came on the scene of the Roman Empire during the biggest time for slavery.  There were even different classes among the slaves.  Greeks were the intelligent slaves and became the teachers and skilled trades.  Ten percent of the Roman population was slaves.  Slaves did everything.  Many slaves were set free after seven years faithful service.  Many wealthy Romans owned 50,000-100,000 slaves.


h.  Slavery was a definite social problem at the time of writing of the New Testament.  So the Bible advocated that social problems were not theological problems.  The word of God never took the attitude “down with slavery.”  The Scriptures did not advocate social action to solve the problem.  Social action only creates greater problems.


i.  Between 62 and 96 A.D., slavery changed completely. Onesimus was a slave to Philemon, a wealthy believer.  Both were Greeks, therefore, there was no racial issue involved.  The Colossian church met in the home of Onesimus.  Onesimus stole some money and went to Rome.  He became broke and looked up Paul.  Paul evangelized Onesimus and taught him doctrine.  Now as a mature believer, Onesimus will return to Colossae and his master Philemon.
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