Col 4:8




 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom” and referring to Tychicus.

 - is the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PEMPW, meaning “to send.”

The aorist tense is culminative for an action considered from its whole, but regards it from its existing results.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 - is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of relationship from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “face-to-face with you.”
, - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose/reason from the neuter singular intensive pronoun AUTOS and the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “for this very purpose” or “for this very reason.”
“whom I have sent face-to-face with you for this very purpose,”
 - is the conjunction HINA used with the subjunctive mood of the verb to introduce a purpose clause, translated “that.”
 - is the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb GINWSKW, meaning “to begin to come to know” or “to begin to understand.”

The aorist tense is ingressive for an action in its beginning without reference to time.


The active voice indicates that the Colossian believers will begin to produce this action of understanding what is going on with Paul’s situation.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to introduce the purpose clause.

 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article with the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “the things concerning us.”  This is idiomatic and can be translated “our situation.”
“that you might begin to understand our situation”
 - is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb PARAKALEW, meaning “to encourage, to comfort.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist for the entirety of Tychicus’ mission to the Colossians: to be a comfort and encouragement to them.


The active voice indicates that Tychicus will produce the action.


The subjunctive mood indicates that this is also a part of Paul’s purpose for sending Tychicus.  There is also an element of contingency in the subjunctive mood.  This contingency is the volition of the Colossian believers.

, - is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and the noun KARDIA plus the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your hearts.”  That is, the right lobe or thinking part of the soul.

“and that he might encourage your hearts.”
Col 4:8 corrected translation
“whom I have sent face to face with you for this very purpose, that you might begin to understand our situation and that he might encourage your hearts.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul now explains to the Colossians the two reasons why he is sending Tychicus to them.


a.  Paul is sending Tychicus to provide face-to-face teaching to them, so that they will understand Paul’s situation in Rome during his imprisonment and how God is using that situation to glorify Himself.


b.  Paul is sending Tychicus to encourage the hearts of the Colossian believers through the doctrine contained in this epistle and the epistle to the Ephesians, which was also an encyclical letter (a letter to be circulated among the churches).

2.  The purpose for the epistle is to correct false doctrine being spread by those false teachers who, in the second century A.D., would spread the heresy of Gnosticism.


a.  This crisis demanded the presence of a personal representative from Paul.


b.  Tychikos was one of Paul’s trouble-shooters, whom Paul could trust to pound out the truth from the pulpit and separate the positive from the negative believers.


c.  It is possible that part of the false teaching was that Paul’s imprisonment was proof from God that God was no longer using Paul, that he had been set aside because his teaching was wrong.


d.  Therefore, by explaining the details of what was going on with Paul and his companions in Rome, the truth would restore the Colossian’s faith in Paul’s ministry and cause them to understand that Paul was indeed in the will of God and that all that had happened to Paul was a part of the plan and purpose of God.

3.  Correct doctrinal teaching is always an encouragement to the soul of the positive believer.


a.  One of the greatest functions of the pastor is to encourage the members of his congregation.


b.  He does not do this by patting them on the head and telling them everything will be all right, but by teaching them honestly, faithfully, and consistently, so that the doctrine resident in their own souls will be the crutch they lean on.  This is called spiritual self-confidence leading to spiritual autonomy.

c.  Once we become mature believers, we are expected to motivate and encourage ourselves.  As a mature believer, we are able to recall the doctrine in the memory center of our right lobe of the soul (the ‘heart’), form that doctrine into one or more of the spiritual problem solving devices, and then apply it to our own circumstances.


d.  We are royal priests.  We do not need anyone else to encourage us once we grow up spiritually.  However, as immature believers, we all need encouragement from the daily teaching of the word of God.

4.  Heb 10:25, “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together as is the habit of some, but for the purpose of encouragement.”

a.  The present active participle of the Greek verb PARAKALEW means to be encouraged.  But this is a participle used as a noun in the Greek, and so it should be translated “encouragement.”  Furthermore, this is a telic participle, which indicates the purpose of the action—not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together.


b.  So we assemble for the purpose of encouragement.  What is encouragement in the assembly?  Understanding and believing the word of God provides the real and lasting encouragement of the spiritual life.  Encouragement from others comes from their perception and application of the word of God toward us.  Just being around other Christians is not necessarily encouraging.  In fact, sometimes it can be downright discouraging, when they are all negative to the teaching of the word of God and out of fellowship with one another.

c.  Bible doctrine must have number one priority in our life.  Without that we will never have fellowship with invisible God.  The manifestation of invisible God is Bible doctrine.  The only way we can have fellowship with invisible God is to learn Bible doctrine.  The only way we can learn Bible doctrine is to expose ourselves to doctrine every time the doors of the church are open.


d.  Encouragement comes from Bible doctrine, not from Christian fellowship.  Someone may inspire us to come to Bible class once, but that cannot keep us there.  What keeps us coming to Bible class is our own motivation from our own understanding and perception of doctrine, and making it the number one priority in our life.


e.  Assembling with other believers in a local church or its equivalent is for the purpose of encouragement through the perception of Bible doctrine.


f.  In other words, Heb 10:25 is talking about learning Bible doctrine in the company of other believers.  Our Christian fellowship with other believers is inconsequential.  It is our fellowship with God that counts.


g.  However, many believers cannot assemble for Bible doctrine and encouragement from the word of God.  They are isolated because of geographics, handicaps, illness, lack of transportation or many other reasons.  However, they are not violating this verse.  Bible doctrine is the purpose of assembly, and they learn Bible doctrine alone.  So since they are getting doctrine, they are in effect “assembling themselves.”

i.  The priority is to get doctrine in order to have fellowship with God.  God always supplies a pastor with doctrine for positive believers.  In other words, positive volition will not be denied by God.  For some positive believers, doctrine is provided through face-to-face teaching in a local church.  For others, doctrine is communicated through tapes, audio, video, books, radio, etc.


j.  God always supplies a pastor-teacher with doctrine for the positive believer.

k.  Not everyone’s right pastor is located in the same geographical location.  Under the principle of supply and demand, the demand of positive volition is for accurate Bible teaching regardless of the geographical location.  Therefore, accurate Bible teaching can only come through someone who is prepared and who is teaching line upon line, precept upon precept, especially the mystery doctrine for the Church Age.

5.  Phil 2:1-2, 5, “Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ [and there is], if there is any comfort from love [and there is], if there is any fellowship with the Spirit [and there is], if there is any affections and mercies [and there is]; be filled with my happiness that you might be thinking the same things [divine viewpoint], having the same virtue, united in soul, intent on one objective; ...have this thinking in you which was also in Christ Jesus.”

a.  Phil 2:1 presents a protasis of a first class condition, meaning that everything in verse one is true.  Verse two presents the result or the conclusion in the apodosis.  People seek encouragement from many people for many reasons, but we are to seek encouragement from Christ.  Our spiritual life depends upon encouragement in Christ.  Encouragement in Christ comes from the doctrine given to the Church Age believer.  At spiritual maturity, our dependence on people ceases to exist, our dependence is on God, and we have made a role model out of the person of Christ.  Occupation with Christ is the key to encouragement in Christ.  It doesn’t depend upon any emotionalism or any other human work.  Occupation with Christ is structured entirely upon our perception of Bible doctrine.  When we have suffering, disaster, shocks, pressures, it is the spiritual problem solving devices that handle the problems and become encouragement in Christ.


b.  Comfort for the believer must come from the personal love of God the Father for the believer and the believer’s personal love for God the Father.  There is comfort from personal love for God the Father in times of adversity and in times of any success or prosperity.  There is comfort from unconditional love for all mankind.  But individual personal love in friendship, romance, or marriage is not included in this concept of comfort from love.

6.  Rom 15:4, “For as many doctrines as have been written before, for our instruction they were written, in order that through perseverance and encouragement from the Scriptures we might have hope.”
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