Col 4:7



 - is the accusative neuter plural direct object from the article and adjective PAS, meaning “all things.”  Within this construction we have the prepositional phrase KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “concerning or about me.”  Note the Greek word order makes the prepositional phrase define more intimately what the content of the “all things” will be.  Tychikos, the pastor and friend of Paul, will explain all the private details concerning what is happening to Paul to the believers at Colossae.  If the “all things” were a reference to the “all things of doctrine” used elsewhere by Paul, then the prepositional phrase would not have been included.  This phrase is idiomatic and can be translated “all about my situation.”
 - is the third person singular future active indicative from the verb GNWRIZW, meaning “to make known, disclose, reveal; to know.”

The future tense is predictive future for a prediction of what will occur when Tychikos arrives in Colossae.


The active voice indicates that Tychikos will produce the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 - is the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”
“will make known to you all about my situation.”
 - is the nominative of appellation from the masculine singular proper noun TUCHIKOS, a man’s name, “Tychicus.”  The letters “us” is the Latin ending.
 - is the nominative of apposition from the masculine singular article HO, the verbal adjective AGAPĒTOS, meaning “beloved” and the noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brother” or “fellow-believer.”
 - is the correlative use of the doubling of the conjunction KAI...KAI, meaning “both...and” plus the adjective PISTOS, meaning “faithful” and the noun DIAKONOS, meaning “servant, minister, one who waits on tables.”
 - is the second use of the correlative KAI, meaning “both....and” (see above) plus the appositional nominative from the masculine singular noun SUNDOULOS, meaning “fellow-slave, fellow-servant.”
, - is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular proper noun KURIOS, meaning “in the Lord.”  The absence of the article points to the high quality of this Lord.  This is not just any lord of the Roman Empire, but the Lord, Jesus Christ.

“Tychicus, the beloved brother, both faithful minister and fellow-slave in the Lord”
Col 4:7 corrected translation
“Tychicus, the beloved brother, both faithful minister and fellow-slave in the Lord will make known to you all about my situation.”
Explanation:
1.  Tychicus’s Profile.


a.  He was first associated with Paul in the third missionary journey, Acts 20:4.  However, when he joined, he was already a mature believer.


b.  Along with Trophemos, he is called a native of Asia Minor, Acts 21:29.  This makes him the logical person to carry the epistles of Ephesians and Colossians back home.


c.  When Paul went erroneously to Jerusalem in degeneracy and reversionism, Tychicus did not go with him.  Instead, he stayed at Miletus, Acts 20:15, 38.


d.  He rejoins Paul during his first Roman imprisonment, after Paul had recovered from his carnality, Eph 6:21-22; Col 4:7-8. 


e.  Because of trouble in Crete, Tychikos was sent by Paul to help Titus, Tit 3:12.


f.  During Paul’s second Roman imprisonment, Paul sent Tychikos to Ephesus on a special mission, 2 Tim 4:12, to take over the Ephesian church so Timothy could go to Rome before Paul’s death.


g.  The outstanding characteristic of Tychikos is faithfulness, Eph 6:21f; Col 4:7.

2.  Paul trusted Tychikos so much, he permitted him to explain in private to the Colossians and other believers in Asia Minor the nature of his circumstances and pending trial before Caesar.  God the Holy Spirit did not see fit to make this information public, but respected the privacy of Paul.  Therefore, we will not speculate further on what Paul’s situation was at the time.

3.  The important point in this verse is that all great men need friends they can trust, just like anyone else in life.  We all need friends, and God provides those friends for us at the right time and under the right circumstances.  We must have capacity for friends before God will provide the friends.

4.  Examples of great friends in the Bible.


a.  Moses and Joshua.


b.  Elijah and Elisha.


b.  David and Jonathan.


c.  Jeremiah and Baruch.


d.  Paul and Timothy, Paul and Luke.


e.  Our Lord and Peter, James, and John.
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