Col 4:6



 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS plus the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU.  The phrase is translated “Your speech, talk,” and is a reference to the content of your words.

 - is the adverb of time PANTOTE, which means “always or at all times.”
, - is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun CHARIS, meaning “in the sphere of grace.”  There is no verb at the beginning of this sentence.  The verb is left out for emphasis:  “Your speech—always in the sphere of grace...”
“Your speech—always in the sphere of grace,”
 - is the neuter singular instrumental of association from the noun HALAS, meaning “with salt.”  Salt is used metaphorically here for Bible doctrine.

, - is the nominative of explanation masculine singular (which refers back to “your speech”) perfect passive participle from the verb ARTUW, meaning “to season.”

The perfect tense is dramatic perfect.  It is used to describe a fact—the seasoning of our speech with doctrine—in an unusually vivid and realistic way.  The dramatic perfect emphasizes the results of sprinkling doctrine into our everyday speech—our speech is seasoned, so that it tastes good to those who hear it.


The passive voice indicates that our speech receives the action of the verb, being seasoned with the salt of Bible doctrine.


The participle is circumstantial and describes a completed action prior to the action of the main verb, which is implied here.

“having been seasoned with salt [doctrine],”
 - is the perfect active infinitive from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know.”

The perfect tense is a dramatic perfect which emphasizes the results of your daily intake of doctrine and the existing state of maximum doctrine circulating in your soul.


The active voice indicates that the believer positive to learning doctrine on a daily basis produces the action of the verb.


The infinitive is an infinitive of intended result, which emphasizes the result intended by the daily intake of doctrine.

 - is the interrogative particle PWS, meaning “how” when used in an indirect question, as here.

 - is the third person singular present active indicative of the impersonal verb DEW, meaning “it is necessary.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists in a person’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that this state or condition produces the action of being necessary.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 - is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and always acts as the subject of the infinitive in indirect discourse both in the Latin and in the Greek.

 - is the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular numeral HEIS, meaning “one” plus the dative masculine singular from the adverb EKASTOS, meaning “each.”
. - is the present middle infinitive from the verb APOKRINOMAI, meaning “to answer.”

The present tense is an iterative present for an action that recurs at successive intervals.  This is also a customary present for an action that is reasonably expected to occur.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which lays stress on the believer as the agent or the one producing the action.  You must do this yourself.  No one else will do it for you.


The infinitive is an infinitive of intended result, in which the result is fulfilling a deliberate aim.

“so that you know how you ought to answer each one.”
Col 4:6 corrected translation
“Your speech—always in the sphere of grace, having been seasoned with salt [doctrine], so that you know how you ought to answer each one.”
Explanation:
1.  In verse five, Paul gave us a command to walk with wisdom toward unbelievers.  Col 4:5 “Keep on walking with wisdom toward those outside, purchasing the time.”  In verse six, he gives an example of how to execute that command—by always speaking toward others, especially unbelievers, with a gracious mental attitude and in a gracious manner.


a.  The unbeliever is spiritually dead, under total depravity, and will spend eternity in the Lake of Fire.  This should evoke a deep concern on our part for their spiritual welfare and eternal state.


b.  Our mental attitude should be one of compassion, care, concern, patience, and thoughtfulness toward the unbeliever.  Regardless of how evil, horrible, wrong, etc., they are toward us, we should treat them from the compassion, honor, and integrity of our own soul; for they will spend eternity in the Lake of Fire, which is far greater punishment than any hurt they could ever possibly bring to us.


c.  What we say is a reflection of our mental attitude.  Our speech should be grace oriented toward others, but especially toward unbelievers.  This is a reflection of our relaxed mental attitude, doctrinal orientation, personal sense of destiny, perfect happiness, and occupation with Christ.

2.  Secondly, our speech should be seasoned with salt.


a.  To season with salt means to sprinkle a little on our food to give our food more flavor.  We do not cover our food with salt so that we ruin the whole meal.


b.  This is a verbal metaphor for sprinkling in the gospel during our normal, everyday conversation with the unbeliever.  The issue should not be forced into the conversation, nor even brought up every time we speak to the unbeliever.  But as the occasion arises and the opportunity affords itself, we should sprinkle the gospel message into our normal conversation.


c.  If they are positive, God the Holy Spirit will work on the soul of the unbeliever to stimulate their curiosity to want to hear more.  We do not have to cram the salt of the gospel down their throats.

3.  When the unbeliever’s curiosity has been aroused, they will start to ask questions.  Now we must know how to answer each unbeliever, since their questions will all be different.  There is only one way to prepare for this—to learn the realm of doctrine and practice in application of that doctrine.


a.  Unbelievers deserve to have their questions about God and the gospel answered.  We must be the one standing in the gap ready to give the right answers.  We cannot give the right answers unless we know the right answers ahead-of-time.  Since we never know what the unbeliever might ask, we have to be prepared for everything.


b.  Never get into an argument with an unbeliever about doctrine.  The issue is faith alone in Christ alone for eternal salvation.  Regardless of what kinds of questions the unbeliever might ask, we must bring the conversation back to the issue of Christ.


c.  Never tell a lie, or distort the truth, or talk down to the unbeliever.  Tell them the truth, be frank, be honest, be direct, but do not debate with them.  If they want to argue, they are not positive and we are wasting our time.

Doctrine of Salt
A.  Definition.


1.  Salt was used for preserving and seasoning food.  If you ate salt with someone, you made a covenant with them, and this meant that you were safe as long as you were with them.


2.  Eating bread and salt was a sign of friendship.  It was also used as a sign of judgment after defeating an enemy.

B.  Salt is used in the Bible for seasoning food, Job 6:6-7.  This is used as a doctrinal analogy.  Lack of seasoning is used to indicate human viewpoint.  Doctrine seasons life and thought.

C.  Salt was used in the Levitical offerings to represent eternal security.


1.  In the food offering of Lev 2:13, salt portrayed eternal security in God’s plan.  Salt was used in the food offering to indicate that once you had believed in Christ, you are in His hands forever.  He is the source of your protection and blessing.


2.  Salt was used in the burnt offering to indicate eternal security and the efficacy of Christ’s work.  


3.  In Ezra 6:9, the king of Persia commanded the Jews to have salt.  In Ezek 43:24, we see the same principle in the Millennium.

D.  Salt portrayed judgment or discipline.


1.  In Gen 19:26, Lot’s wife turned into a pillar of salt.


2.  In Dt 29:23, Sodom was destroyed and made forever barren by salt.


3.  In Jud 9:45, salt was sown on a defeated city.


4.  In Mk 9:47-49, salt is part of eternal judgment, the Lake of Fire.

E.  Salt is analogous to the mature believer preserving his nation, Mt 5:13; Mk 9:50.  The greatest thing we can do is having salt (Bible doctrine) in us.

F.  Unsaltiness is analogous to reversionism and is used to portray divine discipline, Lk 14:34-35.

G.  Salt is analogous to the mature believer in the expression of divine viewpoint, Col 4:6; Jas 3:10-12.

H.  In birth, salt was used as an antiseptic, Ezek 16:4.  The antiseptic of our soul is Bible doctrine used under the principle of recovery from perpetual carnality or Christian degeneracy.

I.  The “salt of the covenant” means that salt is used as a guarantee.  It is used to express the eternal relationship between God and the believer.  It is so used in the Levitical offerings, Num 18:19; 2 Chr 13:5.
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