Col 4:5



 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun SOPHIA, meaning “with wisdom.”  This indicates the manner in which we execute the command that follows.

 - is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk.”  This is a reference to the conduct of our lives in the presence of others.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in every generation of the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that every Church Age believer is mandated to produce the action of this verb.


The imperative mood is a dogmatic command.

 - is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of direction from the masculine plural article used as a demonstrative pronoun plus the adverb of place EXW used as a substantive.  The phrase is translated “toward those outside.”  This is a reference to all unbelievers, i.e., those who are not in union with Christ.

“Keep on walking with wisdom toward those outside [unbelievers],”
 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KAIROS, meaning “the time” in the sense of “the right, proper, favorable time.”
. - is the nominative of explanation second person masculine plural present middle participle from the verb EXZAGORAZW, which means in the active voice “to buy or purchase, redeem (buy back).”  In the third century B.C., it was first used by Heraclites to mean “to buy off the claims of the injured man, to satisfy the one who has been wronged,” hence, the meaning “to purchase.”  In the middle voice it means “to make the most of the time, to buy off.”  This verb is also used in the context of Eph 5:15-17, “Therefore, understand how accurately you must walk, not as fools [cosmic believers], but as wise [believers]; keep on purchasing the time, because the days are evil.  Therefore, stop becoming fools [unwise], but keep on understanding what is the will [plan, purpose] of the Lord.”

The present tense is customary present for an action, which is reasonably expected to occur by all Church Age believers.


The middle voice is a dynamic middle, which emphasizes the believer as the agent producing the action on himself for his own benefit.


The participle is modal, indicating the manner in which the action of the main verb “to keep on walking” is accomplished.

“purchasing the time.”
Col 4:5 corrected translation
“Keep on walking with wisdom toward those outside [unbelievers], purchasing the time.”
Explanation:
1.  What does it mean to walk with wisdom toward unbelievers?


a.  To walk with wisdom means to apply doctrine to experience.  EPIGNWSIS (full-knowledge) doctrine becomes wisdom when applied to experience.   Walking in wisdom refers to our time in spiritual self-confidence, spiritual autonomy, and spiritual maturity—the three stages of spiritual adulthood.

b.  To walk with wisdom toward unbelievers means to not be influenced by the ambitions and desires of unbelievers.  Unbelievers get pushy, want things in a hurry, want shortcuts to success and bypass virtue, like there is no tomorrow.  The believer imitates this when he does not understand the plan of God.


c.  To walk with wisdom toward unbelievers means to conduct our life based on our spiritual values developed from the maximum doctrine circulating in our own stream of consciousness rather than living our life based on the values, standards, and concepts of the unbeliever in the cosmic system.


d.  By positive volition toward the word of God, that is, perception of doctrine on a daily basis, and perseverance in the application of that doctrine through the function of the spiritual problem solving devices, we keep on walking with wisdom.


e.  The result of walking with wisdom is the redemption or purchase of time.

2.  In the execution of the plan of God, the believer is commanded to purchase time.  Eph 5:16, “Redeeming the time because the days are evil.”

a.  Redemption means to purchase.  In this case, we purchase time by our perception and application of Bible doctrine, from which comes application and wisdom, from which comes timing and the purchase of time.


b.  We purchase time by learning the mechanics of the plan of God, by understanding and utilizing our invisible spiritual assets, by learning and using the spiritual problem solving devices, and by being faithful in the little things.  In God’s timing, faithfulness in the little things must precede faithfulness in the big things.


c.  The spiritual life is classified as the purchase of time, which is necessary because of evil.  Redeeming or purchasing time is a synonym for the application of Bible doctrine in the soul.

3.  We have permanent time, which we purchase while filled with the Spirit.  We carry permanent time into eternity and are rewarded for it.


a.  Bible doctrine is the coin of the realm by which we purchase time that glorifies God forever.  The time that is purchased through spiritual dynamics (learning and applying the word of God) is time that belongs to us personally; time which glorifies God forever.


b.  Time that is not purchased through learning and applying doctrine, the filling of the Spirit, and the use of the spiritual problem solving devices becomes borrowed time.  Time logged under the control of the sin nature is borrowed time.  Living inside Satan’s cosmic system in negative volition to Bible doctrine is living on borrowed time.  Our time could be up any minute.


c.  The content of our invisible assets is not borrowed.  Our invisible assets include every moment spent utilizing the problem solving devices of the plan of God.  The problem solving devices are not borrowed in time.  They belong to us for the fulfillment of the will, plan, and purpose of God.

4.  When we live our life based on the virtue, honor, and integrity developed through the wisdom of Bible doctrine in our soul, we purchase more time to glorify God now and we purchase the privilege of glorifying God for all eternity as mature believers.
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