Col 4:4



 - is the conjunction HINA used to introduce a final purpose clause.  It is translated “in order that.”
 - is the first person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb PHANEROW, which means “to reveal, to make known, to make evident or plain.”

The aorist tense is constative aorist, which looks at Paul’s teaching ministry in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of the verb.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to introduce a final purpose clause.

 - is the accusative direct object from the third person neuter singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “it.”  The neuter AUTOS refers back to the neuter singular word MUSTĒRION in the previous verse.

“in order that I might reveal it [the mystery of Christ]”
 - is the comparative particle HWS, meaning “as.”
 - is the impersonal verb DEI which denotes compulsion of any kind.  It is translated “it is necessary” or “one must.”  This construction is normally followed by the accusative case of a noun or pronoun and the infinitive of the verb, as we have here.

 - is the accusative subject of the infinitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, translated “that I.”
. - is the aorist active infinitive of the verb LALEW, which means “to speak” but is used here to mean “to communicate.” 


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers all of Paul’s teaching into a single whole.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of the verb.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, which states the ultimate and final purpose for why God has revealed the mystery doctrine of Christ to Paul—in order that he might communicate it to others.  This last phrase is idiomatic and should be translated “as I ought to communicate.”
“as I ought to communicate.”
Col 4:4 corrected translation
“in order that I might reveal it [the mystery of Christ] as I ought to communicate.”
Explanation:
1.  Col 4:2-4 is one sentence, which sounds like this, “Persevere in prayer, constantly being alert in it in the sphere of thanksgiving, praying at the same time also concerning us that God may open for us a door of doctrine to proclaim the mystery of Christ because of which [mystery] also I have become a prisoner, in order that I might reveal it [the mystery of Christ] as I ought to communicate.”

a.  Paul’s admonition that all believer’s persevere in prayer corresponds to the communicators self-motivation that he will continue to communicate doctrine.  Paul knows that all communicators have a burning inner motivation from God the Holy Spirit as a part of their spiritual gift to communicate doctrine.  Pastors want to teach, need to teach, cannot help but teach.  It is a part of the spiritual gift.


b.  However, no matter how great the motivation, a pastor cannot do anything unless God opens the door for him to teach.  And God does not open the door without the positive volition of believers to want to learn doctrine.


c.  So Paul asks these believers, who are already positive to doctrine, to pray for God to do everything possible to prepare the door for opening as soon as new positive volition exists somewhere, and then be prepared to push Paul through the door to teach that positive volition just as he is expected by God to communicate.

2.  What a fantastic contrast we have here between the Paul heading toward Jerusalem to convert the Jews in spite of their negative volition with God constantly telling Paul not to go and Paul going ahead anyway, and Paul sitting still, preparing himself for the next opportunity to proclaim the gospel and teach doctrine whenever and wherever God decides.  In the former case, we see Paul motivated by the arrogance skills [self-justification, self-deception, and self-absorption] and in the latter case, we see Paul motivated by the spiritual skills [filling of the Spirit, metabolization of doctrine, execution of the plan of God].

3.  Paul has become a prisoner of Christ to remind him of two things:


a.  We are all servants of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He is the master; we are the willing slaves.  This is authority orientation.


b.  We must wait for God’s timing, which is always perfect.

4.  Each day of Paul’s imprisonment, he was reminded of the importance of obedience to the Lord and waiting on the Lord.  He is now reoriented to the fact that he is God’s servant to proclaim the mystery doctrine of the Church Age at the time and place of God’s choosing.  Paul has regained his humility, his grace orientation, his teachability, his personal sense of destiny, and his occupation with Christ.  This verse is Paul’s way of saying God has put me in my place and I am content to remain there and faithfully serve Him.  Paul is not bitter or resentful about being shut out of the plan of God for a few years.  It was totally necessary to restore his spiritual momentum.

5.  The results of Paul’s restored spiritual momentum are: Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon, 1 Timothy, Titus, 2 Timothy, not to mention his missionary journey (after this imprisonment) to Spain and the Balkans.

6.  The function of the pastor is to teach the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.  This is the purpose of his spiritual gift.
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