Col 4:18



 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article used as a demonstrative pronoun plus the noun ASPASMOS, which means “This greeting.”  There is an ellipsis of the present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”
 - is the instrumental of manner from the article plus the first person feminine singular possessive adjective EMOS and the noun CHEIR, meaning “with my own hand.”  This is a reference to Paul’s own handwriting.

. - is the ablative of source from the masculine singular noun PAULOS, meaning “from Paul.”
“This greeting ‘from Paul’ [is] with my own hand.”
 - is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb MNĒMONEUW, meaning “to remember.”

The present tense is a progressive present for an action, which continues in present time.  The Colossian believers are expected by Paul to keep on remembering that he is a prisoner.


The active voice indicates that the Colossian believers will produce the action of the verb.


The imperative mood is a command.

. - is the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my” plus the objective genitive plural from the masculine plural article and noun DESMOS, meaning “my chains.”
“Remember my chains.”
 - is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS, meaning “Grace.”  This is a reference to the grace of God.  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active imperative of the verb EIMI, meaning, “to [be].”
. - is the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with you all.”
“Grace [be] with you all.”
Col 4:18 corrected translation
“This greeting ‘from Paul’ [is] with my own hand.  Remember my chains.  Grace [be] with you all.”
Explanation:
1.  The words “from Paul” was written by Paul himself.  The purpose of this was to authenticate this letter as truly from Paul and not from some impostor.  This tells us that there were already pseudo letters being circulated claiming to be from Paul.  Therefore, it was necessary for Paul to demonstrate with his own handwriting that this letter was actually from him.


a.  This raises the question: “How would the Colossians, who had never even seen Paul, recognize his handwriting?”

b.  We know that Paul wrote/dictated other epistles, which he authenticated with his own handwriting.



(1)  1 Cor 16:21, Gal 6:11, and 2 Thes 3:17 were all written years prior to this epistle and circulated among the churches.



(2)  2 Thes 3:17 states, “I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand, and this is a distinguishing mark in every letter; this is the way I write.”


(3)  Philemon 19 was written by Paul himself at the same time as the epistle to the Colossians and could be compared with this letter.

2.  Paul’s final command to them suggests several things.


a.  Paul wants them to remember his suffering, so they will be motivated to pray for him.


b.  Paul wants them to remember his imprisonment is the reason why he cannot come to them now personally and deal with the beginning of the Gnostic heresy.


c.  Paul wants them to remember that he is suffering for blessing as a part of his recovery from carnality and reversionism.


d.  Paul is not asking them to remember that he is no longer able to take care of himself financially as he once did.  However, the Philippian church automatically recognized this and was the only church to respond to this obvious need.

3.  Paul ends his letter where our relationship with God begins, continues, and will never conclude: with the issue of grace.  More than any other subject, this was the burning issue for all Christians after salvation, and continues to remain so.


a.  Grace is God’s policy toward us.  Therefore, it should be our policy toward others.


b.  Grace is the central issue in the angelic conflict during the Church Age.  Therefore, grace should be the central issue in how we live the Christian way of life.


c.  We are saved by grace, we live by grace, we die by grace, and we will spend eternity with our Lord Jesus Christ all because of the grace of God.
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