Col 4:17



 - is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “And.”
 - is the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say, to tell, or to command.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the entirety of the action.


The active voice indicates that the Colossians are to produce the action of the verb.


The imperative mood is a command.

: - is the dative direct object from the masculine singular proper noun ARCHIPPROS transliterated as “Archippus.”  He is also mentioned in Phile 2.

“And command Archippus:”
 - is the second person singular present active imperative from the verb BLEPW, which means “to look, to glance.”  In the imperative mood it means, “to beware, to watch out, Pay attention to.”

The present tense is an aorist present, which is used for expressing a present fact without reference to its progress.  This can also be a tendential present for an action which is proposed but not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that Archippos is ordered to produce the action of the verb.


The imperative mood is a command.

 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DIAKONIA, meaning “the ministry.”
“‘Pay attention to the ministry”
 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the ministry just mentioned.

 - is the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PARALAMBANW, which means “to take; to take over, hence, to receive; to accept” something in the sense of to approve of it.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist which gathers Archippos’ ministry which he received from the Lord into a single whole, but regards it from the viewpoint of its entirety—it is the Lord’s ministry entrusted to Archippos.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that Archippos produces the action of the verb, receiving a ministry from the Lord.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of Archippos having received a ministry from the Lord.

, - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause from the masculine singular proper noun KURIOS, meaning “because of the Lord.”
“which you received because of the Lord,”
 - is the conjunctive particle HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”
 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS used as a third person personal pronoun, meaning “it” and referring to the ministry previously mentioned.

. - is the second person singular present active subjunctive from the verb PLĒROW, which means “to fulfill, to fill up.”

The present tense is a customary present for an action which may be reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that Archippos is to produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form the purpose clause and denotes an element of contingency—the volition of Archippos.

“in order that you may fulfill it.’”
Col 4:17 corrected translation
“And command Archippus: ‘Pay attention to the ministry which you received because of the Lord, in order that you may fulfill it.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul’s final personal note is to the pastor of the church in Laodicea—Archippus.


a.  His name means “master of horse” which suggests that he was the source of discipline for a lot of wild believers.


b.  From Philemon 1-2, he appears to be the son of Philemon.


c.  As the pastor of the church of Laodicea, he had failed to teach doctrine.  This is why Paul commands him here to pay attention to his duties and responsibilities as a pastor and fulfill his mission.


d.  Archippus had failed previously and did not pay much attention to this warning, which resulted in the Laodicean church being called “lukewarm” in Rev 3:15-16.


e.  The attitude of the Laodicea church is described in Rev 3:17, “...‘I am rich, in fact I have become very wealthy, and have need of nothing.’”  But the Lord’s assessment of them is, “In fact you do not know that you are miserable and pitiful and impotent and blind and naked.”  This is why the epistle from Paul to the Laodiceans has been lost to the church through the intervention of God and never placed in the Canon.

2.  The function of a pastor is to fulfill his ministry.  How does he do that?


a.  By filling up the deficiency of doctrine in the souls of his congregation.


b.  By being so faithful in teaching that doctrine fully possesses the souls of his congregation.


c.  By persevering in the teaching of doctrine, so that doctrine fully influences the spiritual life of each believer in his congregation.


d.  By filling the souls of his congregation with the highest quality in life—Bible doctrine in the stream of conscious thoughts.

3.  The function of the pastor was summarized by Paul in one simple sentence, 2 Tim 2:15, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as an irreproachable producer, communicating doctrine from the word without perversion or distortion.”  Which we all know from the King James Version as “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman who needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”
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