Col 4:15



 - is the second person plural aorist middle imperative from the verb ASPAZOMAI, which means “to welcome, greet, say hello to.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the action of the Colossian believers greeting the believers in Laodicea on behalf of Paul.


The middle voice emphasizes the part taken by the Colossians as the agents of Paul.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty.  Paul is politely asking them to do this for him.

 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article used as a demonstrative pronoun and the noun ADELPHOS plus the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular proper noun LAODIKEIA, meaning “those believers in Laodicea.”
“Greet those believers in Laodicea”
 - is the connective conjunction KAI, translated here “as well as” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular proper name NUMPHAS, transliterated as “Nympha.”  The name means bride or daughter-in-law.

. - is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EKKKLĒSIA, meaning “church” or “assembly” plus the preposition KATA plus the accusative masculine singular of place from the noun OIKOS, meaning “house” plus the third person feminine singular from the genitive intensive pronoun used as a possessive pronoun, meaning “in her house.”
“as well as Nympha and the assembly in her house.”
Col 4:15 corrected translation
“Greet those believers in Laodicea as well as Nympha and the assembly in her house.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul now turns the tables from he and his companions greeting the Colossians to Paul asking the Colossians to say hello to a few of his friends for him.

2.  The first and most important group of people is the church in Laodicea, one of the seven churches that are beginning to form the pivot of mature believers in the Roman Empire.

3.  Along with this group of believers, Paul singles out one special lady for recognition: Nympha.


a.  Nympha is probably the same elect lady referred to by the apostle John in 2 Jn 1.


b.  She is a mature believer and the assembly of believers meets in her home to worship the Lord Jesus Christ.  Because the church was able to meet in her home, we can safely assume she was wealthy.  Since the home is mentioned as hers, it is also safe to assume that her husband is probably dead.


c.  Church buildings did not come into existence until the third century.  The fact that churches met in local homes is taught in Acts 12:12, 20:8; Rom 16:3-5; Phile 2; 1 Cor 16:19.


d.  The fact she was able to share her house for this purpose meant that: she was not afraid of the local authorities who hated the Christians, she was not so greedy that she refused to share of her worldly goods, she loved the teaching of doctrine that it was a priority to her that the mystery doctrine of the Church Age be taught in her home.


e.  How does doctrine rate on our scale of values in comparison with Nympha?
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