Col 4:14



 - is the third person singular present deponent middle indicative from the verb ASPAZOMAI, which means “to greet, say hello to.”

The present tense is a pictorial present for an action that is taking place right now as Paul dictates the letter.


The deponent middle voice emphasizes Luke as the one producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 - is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you all.”
 - is the nominative of appellation from the masculine singular proper noun LOUKAS, transliterated “Luke.”
 - is the appositional nominative masculine singular from the article and noun IATROS, meaning “doctor” or “the physician.”  With this we have the attributive use of the nominative masculine singular article and adjective AGAPĒTOS, meaning “beloved.”
. - is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also, as well as” plus the nominative masculine singular proper noun DĒMAS, transliterated “Demas.”
Col 4:14 corrected translation
“Luke, the beloved physician, greets you, as well as Demas.”
Explanation:
1.  Luke.


a.  Luke was Paul’s personal physician, friend, and fellow traveler.  Luke practiced medicine on the island of Malta, Acts 28:9ff.  God provided Luke as a personal friend for Paul.  He was Paul’s closest companion along with Timothy.  They were very close in intellect and very compatible in personality.


b.  Luke was the author of the gospel of Luke (which many have called the gospel of Paul) and the book of Acts.


c.  Luke was a careful, accurate, and classical historian, and is classed by most scholars as one of the best historians of all time.


d.  Luke was a well-educated Gentile from the city of Antioch, Paul’s home base for his missionary journeys.


e.  Luke had intimate contact with all the leaders of the early church: Philip, Timothy, Silas, Mark, Barnabas, James, and may have been able to even spend time with John and Peter.  He was probably the brother of Titus, 2 Cor 8:18, where the article, used as a possessive pronoun, plus the word ADELPHOS would mean “his brother.”

f.  Luke joined Paul’s team at Troy on the second missionary journey, Acts 16:10-11.


g.  He accompanied Paul to Philippi, but was not involved in the persecutions of Paul and Silas, Acts 16.


h.  Paul left Luke behind in Philippi, Acts 16:10ff, where the “we” statements in Acts become “they” statements in Acts 16:40 cf. 17:1.


i.  But Luke rejoined Paul on the third missionary journey, when Paul came to Philippi.  From then on, Luke was constantly with Paul until his death.


j.  Luke went with Paul to Jerusalem, Acts 20:6-21:18.


k.  Luke shared the two-year Caesarean imprisonment and the shipwreck on the voyage to Rome, Acts 27-28.


l.  Luke was with Paul during his first Roman imprisonment, Col 4:14 and during Paul’s second Roman imprisonment, 2 Tim 4:11.


m.  Legend says he died in Greece at the age of 84, year unknown (between 110-120?).

n.  God used Luke to keep Paul alive on many occasions.


o.  Luke is a demonstration of the fact a man can be great in his profession and even greater outside his profession.

2.  Demas.


a.  Demas is the shortened form of Demetrius.


b.  He is a Gentile believer and a member of Paul’s team during the first Roman imprisonment.


c.  He is a mature believer.  We can safely assume this since he is mentioned in the same company with Luke.


d.  He had the gift of pastor-teacher.


e.  Paul tells us in 2 Tim 4:10 that Demas quit the ministry, went into geographical reversionism, deserted Paul, and went to Thessalonica.  Demas was out of the geographical will of God.


f.  After Paul’s death, the apostle John notes in 3 Jn 12 Demas’ spiritual recovery.

3.  This verse tells us about two kinds of spiritual greatness.


a.  The spiritual greatness of stable and faithful Luke.


b.  The spiritual greatness of the believer who never lets their failures keep them down.


c.  Demas is a classical illustration of the believer who recovers from degeneracy or reversionism and goes all the way back to maturity.  Luke is the classical illustration of the believer who reaches maturity and remains there.
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