Col 4:10


()

 - is the third person singular present deponent middle indicative from the verb ASPAZOMAI, which means “to greet, welcome, pay one’s respects to; say hello to.”

The present tense is an aorist present for a present fact without reference to progress in time.


The deponent middle voice is active in meaning, Aristarchus, is intimately involved in producing the action.


The indicative is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 - is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you all.”
 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun ARISTARCHOS, transliterated as “Aristarchus.”
 - is the appositional nominative masculine singular from the article and the noun SUNAICHMALWTOS, meaning “fellow-prisoner.”  It is also used in Rom 16:7; Phile 23.  With this we have the genitive of possession from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my.”
“Aristarchus, my fellow-prisoner, greets you,”
 - is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun MARKOS, “and Mark.”
 - is the appositional nominative masculine singular from the article HO plus the noun ANEPSIOS, meaning “the cousin” plus the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular proper noun BARNABAS, meaning “of Barnabas.”
“and Mark, the cousin of Barnabas”
( - is the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “(concerning whom” or “about whom.”
 - is the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb LAMBANW, meaning “to receive.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist which regards all of Paul’s recent instructions in their entirety but regards them from the viewpoint of their existing results—they are to accept Mark if he comes.


The active voice indicates that the Colossian believers produce the action of the verb, having received instructions from Paul to receive Mark without reservation.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that the Colossians have received previous instructions.

 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun ENTOLĒ, meaning “commandments, mandates, orders.”
“(concerning whom, you have received orders:”
 - is the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if (maybe it will happen and maybe it won’t).”
 - is the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb ERCHOMAI, meaning “to come.”

The aorist tense is a dramatic aorist for a state (Mark’s coming to the Colossians) which is on the point of being accomplished. 


The active voice indicates that Mark may or may not be able to come to them.


The subjunctive mood is used in the conditional clause and indicates the action is contingent upon other factors.

, - is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of relationship from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”
 - is the second person plural aorist deponent middle imperative from the verb DECHOMAI, meaning “to receive as a guest.”

The aorist tense is constative aorist for the entirety of the action Paul expects of the Colossian believers.


The deponent middle voice is active in meaning, laying stress on the Colossian believers as the ones producing the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

), - is the accusative direct object from the third masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS used as the third person singular personal pronoun.  It is translated “him.”
“if he comes to you, receive him),”
Col 4:10 corrected translation
“Aristarchus, my fellow-prisoner, greets you, and Mark, the cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom, you have received orders: if he comes to you, receive him),”
Explanation:
1.  The name Aristarchus means “best-ruler.”  He may have been a Roman knight.


a.  He was a Jew who became a Roman citizen and this was the name he took.


b.  He was a native of Thessalonica, who joined Paul’s team on Paul’s third missionary journey.


c.  In Ephesus, he was seized and nearly killed by a mob, Acts 19:29.  But he survived because God had a plan for his life.


d.  In 59 A.D., he left Ephesus and went with Paul to Greece.


e.  He went with Paul to Rome when he did not have to go and was imprisoned there with Paul.  He was martyred in Rome during Nero’s reign.


f.  Aristarchus was a strong believer who stood by Paul in difficult times.  As our verse says, he was a fellow-prisoner with Paul.

2.  Mark, the cousin of Barnabas, is John Mark.


a.  He was the son of Mary of Jerusalem, in whose home the original Jerusalem church met, Acts 12:12, 25.


b.  Mark was converted under the ministry of Peter, 1 Pet 5:13.


c.  Mark was the author of Peter’s account of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  Mark accompanied Barnabas on the first missionary journey.  However, though he was a great believer, he failed by running away back to Jerusalem.  When Paul and Barnabas planned the second missionary journey, Paul flunked a grace test by refusing to take Mark again.  Mark had recovered from his carnality and reversionism by this time.  So Paul and Barnabas split over the issue of whether or not to take Mark.  Acts 15:37-39.  Paul became of self-righteous jerk for a while and mentions this to Philemon in his letter.  Paul told Philemon not to do what he had done, but do as I say.  Paul mentions John Mark so Philemon will see his failure and not make the same mistake.



(1)  The church at Antioch delivered Paul into the Lord’s hands without censor or approval of his anti-grace actions regarding John Mark.  They continued to recognize Paul’s authority, understanding that the Lord would deal with him in this matter.



(2)  Barnabas’ action of taking Mark with him was a grace action and the last major activity recorded concerning him.



(3)  Historical tradition associates Barnabas with both Rome and Alexandria.  Because of his association with Alexandria, it is suspected that he is the writer of the book of Hebrews.  He may have contributed to the project along with Paul, Luke, Mark and others.  Alexandria was the center of classical Greek.  Hebrews contains more classical Greek than any other New Testament book (certainly due to Luke’s influence, since Luke’s vocabulary and style are seen throughout the letter we call “Hebrews.”  Barnabas was one of many great Bible teachers next to Paul.



(4)  The silence of the word of God cannot be inferred to be a censor against Barnabas.  The mature believers at Antioch refused to criticize Paul when he was obviously wrong.  Both Mark and Barnabas went on to be mature believers.


e.  In this verse, Paul as a mature believer acknowledges his mistake of misjudging Mark.


f.  Mark eventually made it back to Rome to be of assistance to Paul in his time of need.  Mark did not have to return to Paul’s side, but he did so because of grace.


g.  Mark founded the church in Alexandria and was martyred there.

3.  Paul’s acknowledgement of his mistake regarding Mark takes the form of a reminder of a command he had previously given that Mark was to be accepted by these believers should Mark have the opportunity to travel there.  This was written prior to Luke relating this story in the book of Acts and prior to Mark witting Peter’s gospel of our Lord.  Paul recovered spiritually and made a good decision from a position of strength based on the doctrine resident in his own soul.

4.  Principles.


a.  When another believer makes an obvious mistake, leave them alone and let the Lord deal with them.  The Lord will straighten everything out without our help.


b.  All believers make mistakes and need time and space to recover.


c.  All believers can recover from mistakes to become great believers.


d.  All believers need to be graced out by other believers, even someone as great as the apostle Paul.  Who are we to deny grace to another believer?
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