Col 3:7



 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS plus the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “in which things even you.”  This is a reference to the list of sins mentioned above in verse five.


a.  The verb PERIPATEW with the preposition EN following, meaning, “to walk in” something, is used of things and not of persons, compare Eph 4:5; 2:2, 10, 4:17, and 5:2.


b.  Eph 2:1-2 says almost the same thing, “And you were dead in your trespasses and your sins, in which (sins) you formerly walked...”

c.  The plural “which things” can only refer back to a previous plural, which it does, the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS in verse six, “because of which things.”
- is the second person plural nominative subject from the personal pronoun SU, which places great stress on the subject, plus the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist for the entirety of the life of these believers as unbelievers prior to salvation.


The active voice indicates that all believers produce the action of the verb.  All believers were sinners prior to salvation.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

, - is the adverb of time POTE, which means “formerly.”
“in which things [sins] even you formerly walked,”
 - is the temporal particle HOTE, meaning “when.”
 - is the second person plural present active indicative from the verb ZAW, meaning “to live.”  It refers to our manner of life as unbelievers.


The present tense is an historical present for a past event, which is viewed with the vividness of a present occurrence.


The active voice indicates that all believers produced the action as unbelievers.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “in the sphere of these things.”
“when you lived in these things.”
Col 3:7 corrected translation
“in which things [sins] even you formerly walked, when you lived in these things.”
Explanation:
1.  The sentence begun in verse five carries on without pause, Col 3:5 “Therefore put to death the parts [of your life] which belong to the earth: unlawful sexual intercourse, immorality, sinful sexual passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry,” Col 3:6 “because of which things the judgment [anger, wrath] of God is coming, Col 3:7, “in which things [sins] even you formerly walked, when you lived in these things.”

a.  The demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS is a neuter plural rather than a masculine plural referring to the sins of immorality mentioned in context.


b.  If we take the demonstrative pronoun as a masculine, then the passage is teaching that the Christian community in the first century A.D., and so from then on until now, was and should be an exclusive community where believers do not come into contact with unbelievers.  The passage would have to be translated “when you lived among them.” implying that the Colossian believers no longer lived among Gentile unbelievers.  This is neither true nor consistent with the teaching of other parts of the New Testament.



(1)  For example, Paul tells the believer married to an unbeliever to remain married to the unbelieving spouse that perhaps they may be won over to Christ.



(2)  Unbelievers are the enemies of Christ and hence the enemies of believers; however, no where are we ordered to isolate ourselves from unbelievers.  How can we evangelize them, if we are isolated from them?

2.  The point Paul is making is that we were all sinners prior to salvation (and of course we are all sinners after salvation 1 Jn 1:8, 10).  Rom 5:12.  Paul makes this same point in Eph 2:1-3, “And although you were dead in your transgressions [Adam’s original sin] and your sins [personal sins], 2:2 in which sphere [real spiritual death] you formerly walked according to the lifestyle of this world [life in cosmic system] according to the ruler of the power of the air [Satan], the spirit that now is working in the sons of disobedience [unbelievers], 2:3 with whom [Gentile unbelievers] all we also [Jewish unbelievers] were conducting ourselves in the lusts of our flesh while we were indulging in the desires from the flesh and the mental attitudes of spiritual death.  In fact, we were by nature the posterity [descendants, children] of wrath even as the rest [Gentiles].”
3. Sexual arrogance.

 
a.  Sexual arrogance may be classified as the arrogance of immorality.


b.  Not only is sexual arrogance defined as illegitimate sex or sex outside of marriage, but it is sex in which total preoccupation with self disregards every factor of virtue or consideration of others.


c.  Sexual arrogance belongs to those who are classified in 2 Tim 3:4 as “lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.”  There’s nothing wrong with pleasure, but when we put pleasure before God, we’re in trouble.


d.  Actually, God designed sex in the human race to be an expression of love in marriage, as one of the many manifestations of love between a husband and wife.  Therefore, sex is designed for conjugal relationship.



(1)  Sex is not solely designed for reproduction.



(2)  Sex was designed to be an expression of love between one man and one woman.  Hence, sexual arrogance is ritual without reality.



(3)  Sexual arrogance precludes love as a motive for sex, for the arrogance of immorality divorces this expression of love from honor and integrity.  The result is one more step toward unreality.


e.  Arrogance includes abnormal preoccupation with self.  Sexual arrogance is merely an extension of sexual lust.  


f.  Lasciviousness is a trend in the old sin nature, which seeks self-gratification in some form of sex.  When linked with arrogance, it produces three categories of sexual arrogance.



(1)  Normal sexual arrogance includes adultery and fornication.




(a)  Adultery is voluntary sexual intercourse between a married person and someone else other than his or her spouse. 




(b)  Fornication is voluntary sexual intercourse between two unmarried persons or two persons not married to each other.



(2)  Abnormal sexual arrogance includes at least four categories.




(a)  Masturbation as sexual self-gratification.




(b)  Homosexuality as sexual activity with a person or persons of the same sex.  This includes lesbianism which is sexual activity between two women.




(c)  Incest is sexual intercourse between members of the same family.




(d)  Voyeurism is sexual gratification while watching others engage in sex.


(3)  Criminal sexual arrogance includes at least four categories.




(a)  Rape is forcing a person against their will to have sex.




(b)  Pederasty is an adult male having sex with boys or molesting children.




(c)  Necrophilia is erotic attraction to a corpse or having sex with a corpse.




(d)  Bestiality is sexual relationship between a human being and an animal.


g.  The trend toward lasciviousness in the sin nature seeks self-gratification in some form of sex, which becomes the arrogance of immorality or sexual arrogance.



(1)  Without capacity for love from Bible doctrine, sexual arrogance can only be an expression of lust, pseudo-love, self-gratification, sinfulness, and in some cases demonism in the operation of phallic lust.



(2)  This is why sexual arrogance is mentioned in so many passages, as in Corinthians and Galatians, warning believers against the phallic cult.  In Gal 5:19-20, sexual arrogance is related to demonization.


h.  Sexual arrogance does not mean loss of salvation.


i.  Polygamy in the man and promiscuity in the woman is detrimental to every facet of life, including the spiritual life.  Above all, it is detrimental to capacity for love, for life, for happiness.  



(1)  This is why the word of God forbids adultery, fornication, pederasty, incest, masturbation, or bestiality.



(2)  God is not trying to deprive us of fun; God is trying to give us happiness, and God knows that we will never be happy under any system of fornication.  It destroys our capacities.



(3)  Therefore, sex can be a great blessing or a distraction.  Sex can only be a blessing as an expression of love in monogamy.  But sex is a distraction as an expression of arrogance in adultery, polygamy, promiscuity, fornication, homosexuality, incest, bestiality, etc.


j.  Sexual arrogance in the woman can manifest itself through seduction of important persons.  Sexual arrogance in the woman relates to the number and importance of her conquests.  Her flirtatious attitude is designed to receive flattery and to stimulate her arrogance.


k.  Male sexual arrogance includes a multiplicity of seductions.  As degeneracy increases, this might go to other things.  Rape is the criminal extension of this.


l.  Once in the arrogance complex, abnormalities can and will develop when interacting with criminal arrogance, psychopathic arrogance, or impulsive arrogance in which someone with authority abuses his authority.


(1)  For example, incest combines sexual arrogance with impulsive arrogance as a parent.



(2)  Rape combines sexual arrogance with criminal arrogance.


(3)  Promiscuity combines sexual arrogance with blind arrogance.



(4)  Once a form of arrogance is established in the life, it leads to functioning under other forms of arrogance to produce abnormalities, sins, and evils.


m.  David used his women for personal self-gratification.  Once we use one woman for this, it’s easy to use the second, third, fourth, etc. in the same manner because of arrogance.


(1)  Therefore, sexual arrogance inevitably produces an increased lust which is abnormal.  As capacity for love decreases, sexual and abnormal lust increases.



(2)  The more women with which a man has sex, the more intensified becomes his arrogance, so that sex destroys thought.  Once we are minus thought, we lose our integrity, our honor, our doctrine and its application.
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