Col 3:6



 - is the preposition DIA plus accusative of cause from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning:
“because of which things”
 - is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, meaning “to come.”

The present tense is a futuristic present, which describes an event which has not yet occurred, but which is regarded as so certain that in thought it may be contemplated as already coming to pass.


The active voice indicates that unbelievers produce the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun ORGĒ plus the subjective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “the wrath or anger or judgment of God.”  This is an anthropopathism.  An anthropopathism ascribes to God some human characteristic so that man can understand the thinking and action of God.  God will righteously, calmly, and justly discipline the unbeliever for sexual immorality and idolatry, but to the unbeliever it will seem as if God is as angry as any man they could have ever imagined being angry with them.  This is language of accommodation so we can understand the justice of God.
 = on the sons of disobedience - compare Eph 5:6 which has the exact same words and Eph 2:1-3 which has the exact same idea with most of the same words.  This phrase is omitted from the Chester Beatty Biblical papyrus (p46), which dates from about 200 AD and from Codex B (Vaticanus) written about 350 AD.  In textual criticism, one of the cardinal rules is that the shorter reading is usually correct; for copyist had a multitude of reasons for adding additional words to explain the text or prove their theology.  Therefore it is best to omit these words.

“the judgment [anger, wrath] of God is coming”

Col 3:6 corrected translation
“because of which things the judgment [anger, wrath] of God is coming”
Explanation:
1.  Because of moral and immoral degeneracy, the judgment of God in the form of the five cycles of discipline has come upon client nations in the past.  How much more will the judgment of God come upon all unbelievers at the Second Advent of Christ and at the Last Judgment.

2.  Paul uses sexual immorality as his example because this form of degeneracy was so prevalent in the Roman Empire at the time, especially among the Greeks.  Sexual sins are not the worst sins; the worst sins are mental attitude sins; then come the sins of the tongue, then comes overt sins of which murder is the worst.  Fornication and adultery are far down the list of the worst sins, yet make no mistake about it, they are sins and God does not tolerate them; He punishes them.
3.  There are two categories of divine judgment in time.


a.  Judgment by pain.


b.  Judgment by death.


c.  Judgment by pain is an evangelistic function of God’s grace.  Judgment by death is a grace function of God for the preservation of the human race.

4.  Judgment by pain.


a.  Judgment by pain is the function of God’s grace in crisis evangelism.


b.  Grace before judgment is the function of normal evangelism.  Grace in judgment is the function of crisis evangelism.  Any kind of historical disaster is related to the grace of God.


c.  Normal evangelism is the presentation of the Gospel in time of tranquility and prosperity during normal times.  Crisis evangelism occurs in time of historical disaster and personal catastrophe.


d.  Normal evangelism occurs in the presentation of the Gospel message through the evangelist, or through personal witnessing.


e.  In normal evangelism, the unbeliever has the opportunity of considering the claims of Christ objectively.  He has the opportunity of listening to the Gospel objectively.


f.  When the unbeliever rejects Christ as his Savior in normal evangelism, he enters the cosmic system.  Through cosmic involvement, the unbeliever becomes disoriented to reality through the blackout of the soul and scar tissue of the soul.  This condition insulates the unbeliever against the most powerful presentation of the Gospel.


g.  God, in His matchless grace, gives the unbeliever another chance for salvation.  As long as an unbeliever is alive, there is still hope.  But once in the cosmic system, with blackout and scar tissue of the soul, he has a locked-in subjectivity and cannot change his mind, no matter how powerful the message, or no matter how strong the appeal.  Therefore, God gives the unbeliever another chance for salvation by the introduction of pain in any form.  It can be a personal catastrophe or historical disaster, or both.  Pain is a grace category of Gospel appeal.  No matter how great the judgment, there is always a grace aspect to it.


h.  Under personal suffering or historical disaster, the pressure of one or more of the many categories of pain forces the unbeliever in the cosmic system back to reality; forces him to go from subjectivity to a very temporary objectivity.  He will have a few moments for retrospection, to recall the phrases he has heard in Gospel appeal.  He’ll remember enough to give him another chance to believe in Christ.


i.  Being forced back to reality by pain, the unbeliever is temporarily distracted from the cosmic system.  Whether he really leaves the cosmic system or not is not really the point.  But for a few moments, the cosmic system loses its influence, so that he can once more objectively reconsider the message he previously rejected.


j.  Judgment by pain does not kill the unbeliever.  He is alive and in pain.


k.  Therefore, judgment by pain becomes the last call to personally accept Christ as savior under the principle of crisis evangelism.  Judgment by pain is crisis evangelism.


l.  Crisis evangelism is the judgment of God bringing the unbeliever back to temporary objective reality, and simultaneously, at the end of his human resources.  That gives him the objective opportunity to consider Christ.



(1)  Paul himself was a convert of crisis evangelism: he was blinded.  Acts 9:18, the scales fell from his eyes when he believed in Christ, not on the Damascus road.  Paul believed in Christ and then his blindness left him.



(2)  The Gospel isn’t hidden or obscure.  Paul heard Steven’s testimony when he was martyred.



(3)  Judgment by pain temporarily removes the blindness, so the unbeliever can once again decide what he will do about the Gospel.  Some unbelievers at this point believe in Christ, others do not.

5.  Judgment by Death.


a.  This is the function of God’s grace in the preservation of the human race during the entire course of human history.


b.  God has promised that the human race and planet earth will not be destroyed until the end of the Millennium.


c.  But the problem is that mankind keeps trying to destroy himself on earth through the folly of his bad decisions from a position of weakness.  Mankind, in arrogance, is determined to destroy himself through lust for power.  Man has invented destructive weapons.  But weapons will not destroy the existence of homo sapien on earth during human history.  Nothing can prevent the return of Christ at the Second Advent nor prevent the establishment of His millennial rule.  Man is incapable of destroying the world.

d.  Man’s freedom and function of volition apart from virtue and establishment restraint is self-destructive.  When man is negative toward establishment, the authority defined in it, and the responsibility developed from it, he becomes degenerate under either organized or disorganized evil.


e.  So judgment by death is radical surgery to separate the infected part of the human race from the non-contaminated part of the human race.  The separation is permanent, since God removes through physical death those contaminated, thus giving the rest of the human race the grace opportunity to believe in Christ.


f.  The illustration is Sodom and Gomorrah.  This gave the progeny of Abraham the chance to use their volition for or against Christ as part of the angelic conflict.


g.  Perpetuation of the human race down through the last day of the Millennium is God’s grace function in judgment by death.


h.  Hence, each category of divine judgment has a purpose.  Judgment by death destroys one portion of the human race to preserve another part, where total self-destruction might be imminent.

6.  Application to Believers.


a.  If it were not for judgment by death in previous generations of history, we would not be here now, and we would not be believers.


b.  The perpetuation of the human race is only possible through judgment by death.  It means blessing to us as believers.  Judgment by death is a grace blessing to the living.


c.  Judgment by pain is a grace blessing to the unbeliever.  By application, judgment by pain distracts the believer from the cosmic system, gives him the opportunity of rebound and the opportunity to move back into the spiritual life.


d.  So judgment by pain reorients the believer to reality and the importance of fellowship with God.  Therefore, when the believer loses his priorities and starts to neglect the daily perception of doctrine, God in His grace sends judgment by pain through warning and intensive discipline to bring him back into the plan of God.  This is discipline by pain.
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